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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN MUSPRATT, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at New Bed 
ford, in the county of Bristoland State of Mas 
Sachusetts, have invented a new and useful 
Hitching Device, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention relates to a hitching-post, 

and has for its object to provide a device of 
the class named which is not open to the ob 
jections urged against fixed hitching devices, 
of which one of the most serious is the fact 
that they offer obstructions to pedestrians, 
particularly at night or at other times, as 
when thoroughfares are crowded, when it is 
impossible to discover at any great distance 
the existence of a device of this class. 

Further objects and advantages of this in 
vention will appear in the following descrip 
tion, and the novel features thereof will be 
particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a hitching device constructed in ac 
cordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a ver 
tical central section of the same. Fig. 3 is 
a similar view showing a slightly-modified 
construction of counterbalancing device. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 
The hitching-post embodying my invention 

comprises a rod1, adapted for the attachment 
of a hitching strap or chain, with which it 
may be permanently provided, but which is 
preferably provided with an eye 2, as shown 
in the drawings, and means for yieldingly 
holding said rod in an upright position and 
adapted to prevent displacement of the lower 
end thereof. In the construction illustrated 
the rod is provided with a rounded and pref 
erably enlarged lower extremity 3, adapted 
to fit in a suitable seat 4, said seat having a 
central opening 5, through which extends a 
flexible connection 6, attached to a counter 
balancing device 7, consisting in the present 
instance of a weight. The flexible connec 
tion may consist of a chain, as shown in Fig. 
2, extending from the lower end of the rod to 
the weight, or the weight8 (shown in Fig. 3) 
may be provided with a rigid extension 9, 
flexibly connected, as by a snap-hook 10 or 

its equivalent, to the lower end of the rod. 
The rounded lower extremity of the rod is 
adapted to rock freely in the seat, and inas 
much as the counterbalancing-weight allows 
it to yield it is adapted to be swung in either 
direction through an arc of one hundred and 
eighty degrees to occupy a position parallel 
and in contact with the pavement, as shown 
in dotted lines in Fig. 2. Thus when en 
countered by a moving object the rod is 
adapted to yield freely and afford no obstruc 
tion and avoid injury to predestrians and 
moving objects coming in contact there with. 
When strained longitudinally, as by an 

effort upon the part of a hitched animal to 
escape, the weight may be elevated into con 
tact with the under side of the object, such 
as a plate or ear 11, in which the socket 4 is 
formed, thus arranging the strain directly in 
line with the rod, and by avoiding transverse 
strain enabling the same to be constructed of 
small cross-sectional area. In other words, 
by using a post which is yieldingly held in 
its upright position, and hence is adapted to 
arrange itself directly in the line of any strain 
applied thereto, a rod of comparatively slight 
construction will be found to possess the nec 
essary strength to resist any strain which 
may be applied thereto in practice, the re 
sistance of the rod to tensile strain being 
greater than that to a transverse strain. 
The socket plate or ear 11 is preferably of 

metal bolted, as at 12, to the curbstone 13, 
with its upper surface flush with that of the 
corresponding surface of the curbstone, and 
hence of the pavement, said plate being hol 
lowed or cut away at its upper and lower 
sides concentric with the opening 5 to reduce 
the weight thereof without materially dimin 
ishing the strength, the upper cut-away por 
tion forming the socket 4,in which the rounded 
and enlarged lower extremity of the rod is 
fitted. In order to allow detachment of the 
hitching-rod from the socket-plate, the upper 
end of the connection 6 is preferably pro 
vided with a snap-hook 14 to engage a sta 
ple in the lower end of the rod, as shown in 
Fig. 2. 
While in the above description I have set. 

forth a preferred manner of mounting and 
arranging the socket plate or ear with rela 
tion to the sidewalk, it will be understood 
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that I do not limit myself to said arrange 
ment, inasmuch as it may be let into the curb 
stone or sidewalk or otherwise arranged in a 
fixed position without defeating the object of 
the invention, and that various other changes 
in the form, proportion, and the minor details 
of construction may be resorted to without 
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of this invention. 

claim is 
1. A hitching device having an inflexible 

rod, a socket in which said rod is seated at its 
lower end to rock when subjected to lateral 
strain, and yielding means flexibly connected 
with the lower end of the rod to allow the 
temporary unseating of the rod when sub 
jected to a longitudinal strain and to reseat 
the same when relieved of strain, whereby 
the rod is adapted to a line with any strain 
applied thereto, substantially as specified. 

2. A hitching device having a socket or 
seat, a rod provided with a rounded lower 
extremity fitted to rock in the socket or seat, 
and means flexibly connected to the rod for 
yieldingly holding the same in an upright 
position, substantially as specified. 

3. A hitching device having a seat, a rod 
removably fitted at its lower end to rock in 
the seat, yielding means for normally hold 
ing the rod Seated in an upright position, and 

a flexible connection between said yielding 
means and the lower extremity of the rod, 
said connection extending through an Open 
ing in the floor of the seat, substantially as 
specified. 

4. A hitching device having a seat, a rod 
fitted at its lower end in the seat, yielding 
means, as a weight, arranged below the plane 
of the seat, and a flexible connection, as a 

Having described my invention, what I chain, connecting the weight with the lower 
extremity of the rod and extending through 
an opening in the floor of the seat, substan 
tially as specified. 

5. In a hitching device, the combination of 
a socket plate or ear provided with means for 
attachment to a fixed object and having in 
its upper side a seat and a communicating 
opening, a rod provided with a rounded lower 
extremity fitted in said seat, and counter 
balancing means, as a weight, flexibly con 
nected through said opening with the lower 
extremity of the rod, substantially as speci 
fied. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN MUSPRATT. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM. H. BONNEY, 
THOMAS H. SOULE. 
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