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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepr J. ALLEN, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of South Orange, in the county of Kssex
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Heel-

. Pockets, of which the following is a speci-

fication.

This invention relates to that class of ar-
ticles which are employed for protecting the
heel of a shoe, either by supplementing the
worn out heel of an ordinary rubber or
overshoe or.in conjunction with a foothold
or sandal protecting the forward part of the
foot, and the objects of the invention are to
provide such a heel pocket which can be
used and worn in a manner vevry similar to
that in which a sandal or foothold is now

" used and worn for the forward part of the
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foot; to provide a heel pocket which can be
slipped on and off like a sandal or foot-
hold; to provide means for securing the
pocket in place; to reinforce the front or
free end of said pocket; to provide a rein-
forcement - which will yield or elongate
somewhat; to embed the reinforcement in
the material of which the pocket is com-
posed; to obtain a firm connection between

"said material and the reinforcement; to se-

cure simplicity of construction, and to ob-
tain other advantages and results as may
be'brought out in the following description.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like numerals of reference indicate

“the same parts throughout the several views,

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a shoe and
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overshoe to which my invention has been
applied; Fig. 2 is a sectional view of my im-
proved heel pocket on line A—A of Fig. 13
Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of
certain reinforcement shown dotted in Fig.
1; Fig. 4 is an edge view of a portion of the

same; Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1,

showing a modified construction of my heel
pocket, and Fig. 6 is a section on line B—B
thereof.

In the specific embodiment of the inven-
tion illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4 of the draw-
i the reference numeral 1 indicates an
overshoe over the heel end of which is held
my improved heel pocket 2. Said pocket
preferably follows the shape and coiiour
of the heel end of the overshoe so as to fit
snugly thereon, and. is.therefore. formed
with a counter 3 of a height substantially
that of the overshoe and has at-its bottom

“through.and around:the loops;: said’ To6ps

2 heel depression 4 adapted’ to receive;and
surround the heel of the overshoe: Thesends '
of the counter 3 preferably extend for;
wardly somewhat beyond the heel depres:
sion, as at .5, and are joined at the bottony,

providing a sole portion 6. It will be:un- .
derstood that this sole portion is integral |~
with both the counters 3 and the-heel:de '
pression 4 and is adapted .to fit up-under ga
the arch of the overshoe so.as to be.dbove
the bottom of the heel, and thus el¢vited
from the pavement or the like when .incuse,

Joining the tops of the ends & of:itl
counter 1s a strap 7 preferably vidcanized
or atherwise secured to the counterand: ex-
tending upwardly forming at its front edge
a continuation of the front edge of::the
counter. This strap 1s made and adapted té” °
extend over the instep of the user’s foot for ‘16
holding the heel pocket in positiony, dnd
preferably overlaps the usual storm tongue . .
8 forming part of the overshoe.

In the use of my improved hgel: pocket,
it will be seen that the strap 7 and the froht,
sdge of the counter are subiject to a -stieteh="
ing tendency and 1 preferably . rehiforce”
these parts to prevent breakage and- yet:ad-
mit sufficient stretching for applying and’
holding the device in place. Yo this wénd:

I preferably vuleanize a reinforcements 9
within the front portions.or ends -5 of the
counter and the front portion, of the-sele 6.
extending around the sume in-U:shape with?:
its end continuing upward and vulcanizéd 9o
in the strap 7. Ia this manner a reinforce:
ment is effected which will also preventithe
strap from being readily torn - from::the
counter. The reinforcement which I pre-
fer to employ comprises a cable wire on
wire having a plurality of strunds, thisiwite
being formed into a plurality of loops*10. .
throughout its length.” The specific niafiner
whereby these loops are obtained -inthe"
present instance is by doubling.the wiré n-
termediate of its end as at 11 and twitting .
the two portions together at a short distanee:
from the double or bend 11, as at 12. - Then
beyond the twist 12 the two portions of wire’
are spread away from .each other forminy
another Yoop, the wire coming together: :iiid
heing twisted as before at-the bottom of the
lcop, and so on.. In vulcanizing this wire
veinforcement in .place; ithe' Tubber: joins*
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lying flatwise of the magerial. Further-

more the twisted pprtions beiween.the loops
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are made as flat in the plane of the loops ns
possible and may be hammered or pressed

for this purpose.

the front edge of the counter is sub-
jected to a stretching tendency the loops 10
will elongate and allow the rugber to stretch
moderately. However, the stretch which
this reinforcement will admit is sufficiently
limited that the rubber will not be subjected
to a strain exceeding the elastic limit of the
material and thus tear, nor wiil the upper
edge of the counter be pulled upward to such
an extent as to be unsightly. Furthermore,
the reinforcement is flat enough so as'to add
no material thickness to the edge of the
counter and being made from cable wire the
rubber will obtain a firm grip upon the rein-
forcement so that the counter and the rein-
forcement unite as a substantially integral
unit. - .

It will be understood that my improved
heel pocket can be worn by itself, or it can be
worn in conjunction with g foothold or
sandal to also protect the heels; or it can be
worn outside of a rubber or overshoe whose
heel has become so worn as to afford suffi-
cient protection, thus suppleménting the
partially worn: out rubber or overshoe and
making it as good as new. T

The heel pocket may be slipped on and
taken off independent of the overshoe, that
is, the overshoe may be left on the wearer’s
foot and the heel pocket applied or removed
as desired. But it will be obvious that the
ocket may be left upon the overshoe
and the overshoe put on or taken off without
disturbing the {:el pocket therefrom. The
overshoe and heel pocket are more readily

- removeq or applied at a single operation by
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" shoe. in such manner
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the strap extending over the tongue 8 of
the overshye although should the tongue 8
be omittet] the simultaneous removal or ap-
plication of the device wiih the -overshoe
effected.

nder some circumstances it may be desir-
to unite the heel pocket with the over-
that the heel pocket
necessarily remains upon the overshoe at all
times. This end may be accomplished in
various ways, one of which is shown in Figs.
5 and 6 wherein a heel pocket 13 is shown
secured to an overshoe 14. The heel poclket
may be cemented in place upon the overshoe
and indeed it is preferable to cement the
edges of the heel pocket in place even if no
other parts are cemented. As a further
means of securing the pocket to the over-
shoe, I have shown rivets or fasteners 15 of
any suitable construction at intervals along
the edges of the pocket. F urthermore,
greater strength and increased attractive-

able
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ness 1s obtained by doubling the upper edge
of the pocket over the upper- edge of the
overchoe, as at 16, and I prefer to have the
rivets or fasteners 15 extend through this
turned’ over edge 16 as well as through the
outer 6r exposed portion of the pocket and
the gvershoe.

With the heel pocket thus held upon the
ovegshoe, it is not essential that a strap ex-
tend over the tongue of the overshoe and I
have accordingly not shown any strap in
connection with this modified construction.
However, I deem it important to reinforce
the front edge of the pocket as in the pre-
vious case, with a wire reinforcement 17.
Preferably the rivets or fasteners 15 along
this front edge of the pocket pass through
the loops of the reinforcement, so that the
reinforcement will be riveted to the overshoe
and thus more positively secure the edge of
the heel pocket thereto.

Obviously detail modifications may be
made in manufacturing my improved heel
pocket without departing from the spirit
and scope of the mvention, and I do not
wish to be understood as limiting myself ex-

‘cept as required by the following elaims

when construed in the light of the prior art.

Having thus described the invention what

claim is,— _

1. In a heel pocket, the combination with
a body portion arranged to receive the heel
of a shoe and being open at its front with
upwardly projecting side walls, of a strap
extending along the front end margin of
said side walls upwardly therebeyond in a
closed loop and adapted to reinforce the
ends of said side walls,

2. A heel pocket comprising a counter
having a heel depression integral therewith,
said counter having ends extending in front
of said heel depression, a sole portion join-
ing the bottoms of the extending ends and
the heel depression, a reinforcement extend-
ing through the front marginal edges of the
extending edges of the counter and the sole
portion, and means for retaining said heel
Pocket in position on a weaper’s foot. '

3. A heel pocket comprising in' combina-
tion with means for surrounding the heel
portion of an overshoe, a reinforcement com.-
prising a series of loops adapted to be in-
closed by the material comprising the heel
pocket flatwise thereof admitting a limited
stretch of said material by virtue of the
elongation of said loaps.

JOSEPH J. ALLEN.

Witnesses: :
Howarp P. Kina,
- JANET A. AvEgs,
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