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To Cull, Luhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MARTIN W. B. How E, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Gard 
ner, in the county of Worcester and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Adjustable Shaft-Sup 
pters, of which the following is a specifica 
10. 

The object of my invention is to provide a 
strong, simple, and inexpensive device for 
adjustably supporting the thills or shafts of 
Carrlages. 
To these ends my invention consists of the 

parts and combinations of parts, as herein 
after described, and more particularly pointed 
A. in the claim at the end of this specifica 
Ol. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is a 
partial side view of a carriage with my ad 
justable shaft-supporter applied thereto, and 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view illustrating my 
invention. 
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An adjustable shaft-supporter constructed 
according to my invention comprises a split 
Or slotted body portion, a slotted metallic 
hook adjustably mounted in the slot of said 
body portion, and means for clamping the 
parts together, whereby the device may be 
adapted to different carriages and whereby 
the parts may be firmly secured, so that they 
Will not rattle or become displaced. 

Referring to the drawings and in detail, A 
designates the body portion or brace, which 
is preferably made of wood, and is provided 
near its lower end with a central longitudi 
nally-extending cut or slot a. Extending 
transversely through the body portion A is a 
series of perforations a'. 
A metallic securing-hook B is arranged to 

extend through the groove a in the body por 
tion and is provided with a curved longi 
tudinal adjusting-slot b. At its outer end 
the hook B is provided with a downwardly 
extending section b' for engaging the rocker 
bar or other convenient part of the carriage. 
A clamping-bolt C may be inserted in any 

of the perforations a, and threaded onto the 
end of the bolt C is a butterfly-nut D for ad 
justably clamping the parts together. 
As illustrated in Fig. 1, the hook B may en 

gage with the rocker-bar or other convenient 
part of the carriage, and the parts may be ad 

justed so that the lower end of the body por 
tion will rest against the front axle, While the 
upper end will bear upon and support the 
shafts by engaging the cross-bar thereof. 
Small pieces d and d", of leather, rubber, or 

similar material, may be secured upon the 
rear face of the body portion A, as shown, in 
order to prevent the device from scratching 
or scarring the part of the axle to Which the 
same is applied. 

In the use of a shaft-supporter constructed 
according to my invention it is to be noted 
that the hook B can turn or swivel about the 
clamping-bolt C and may be adjusted longi 
tudinally by means of the slot b. 
When the nut D is tightened, the lower sec 

tions of the body portion will be forced tightly 
into engagement with the hook B, and the 
parts will be firmly held together. I con 
sider this a feature of particular importance 
in a shaft-supporter constructed according to 
my invention, as the parts cannot rattle or 
become displaced with respect to each other, 
and when the device has once been adjusted 
for use in connection with a particular car 
riage it is always ready for immediate appli 
cation thereto. 

I am aware that changes may be made in 
the construction of my improved shaft-Sup 
port by those who are skilled in the art with 
out departing from the scope of my inven 
tion as expressed in the claim. I do not 
wish, therefore, to be limited to the exact con 
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struction which I have shown and described; 
but 
What I do claim, and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent of the United States, is 
In a shaft-supporter, the combination of a 

split or slotted wooden body portion A, hav 
ing a series of transverse perforations C', a 
metallic hook B, having an adjusting slot b, 
a bolt C adapted to the perforations in said 
body portion, and a nut D for adjustably 
clamping the parts together, substantially as 
described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

M. V. B. HOWE. 
Witnesses: 

LOUIs W. SouTHGATE, 
PHTTLIP W. SOUTHGATE. 
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