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To all chon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEBBEUST. LUTHER, 

of Mill Willage, in the county of Erie and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new Mode 
of Finishing and Preserving Pictures; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof. 
My invention consists in covering pictures 

with silk cloth, or other textile fabric rendered 
transparent by the application of shellac, var 
nish, glue, or equivalent substances producing 
that result, the material employed to render 
the textile covering transparent being also an 
adhesive substance, so that the covering will 
be rendered transparent, and, at the same 
time adhere to the surface of the picture, 
whereby the picture is rendered water-proof, 
is preserved from scaling or cracking, and its 
shading and general appearance improved. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
scribe it. 

I employ silk, or any other suitable cloth or 
textile fabric, as the covering for the picture, 

which covering is rendered transparent by 
the application of varnish, shellac, glue, or 
similar substance producing that result, to its 
surface. The covering is then applied to the 
picture, the substance employed to render the 
covering transparent being also an adhesive 
one, thereby securing the covering to the sur 
face of the picture. By this mode of covering 
pictures they are rendered water-proof, all 
liability of scaling and cracking is obviated, 
alld the shading and general appearance of 
the picture are greatly improved, and is useful 
as a sketch. 

I claim as new and of my invention 
The method of preserving and finishing pic 

tures herein described, consisting in covering 
the picture with a textile fabric rendered 
transparent by shellac, glue, or other adhe 
sive substance which will secure the cover 
ing to the picture, substantially as described. 

LEBBE US T, LUTHER, 
Witnesses: 

JoHN H. PEIFFER, 
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