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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

ROBERT CARL BALKE, OF BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS.

CONVERTIBLE LOUNGE, &c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 559,927, dated May 12, 1896.
Application fled July 22,1895, Serial No. 556,764, (No model,)

To all whony it may concern:

Beitknown that I, ROBERT CARL BALKE, a
citizen of the United States,residingat Bloom-
ington, in the county of McLean and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin a Convertible Lounge
orSofa; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fieation, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon.

The present invention has for its object to
provide a lounge or sofa with a convertible
back that may be brought to a horizontal po-
sition for use as a billiard or pool table, where-
by such article of furniture may be used
cither as a lounge or sofa or as a game-table
for pool or billiard playing, and the peculiar
manner of attaching the back to the arms of
the lounge or sofa whereby said back when in
position to be used as a billiard or pool table
may be properly leveled for such purpose.

The invention consists in a lounge or sofa
and aback connected thereto and constructed
substantiaily as shown in the drawings and
hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

TFigure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view showing the article of furniture with its
convertible back in position to be used as a
lounge or sofa, the ball-receptacle being
shown as extended in dotted lines; Fig. 2,an
end view showing the lounge or sofa back
converted intoa game-table, said table being
shown in cross-section and one of the pivoted
braces partly broken away toshowthe adjust-
ing or leveling device. .

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a lounge or sofa of any suitable form
and construetion, and if preferred may beup-
holstered in the usual manner and the frame
thereof ornamental or plain to suit the taste
of thepurchaser. A suitable frame Bis piv-
oted or hinged to the ends of the lounge or
sofa frame, and the inner side of this pivoted
or hinged frame forms the lounge or sofa back
C when in an upright position, as shown in
Fig. 1 of the drawings. The outerside of the

convertible frame I3 is formed into a game-
table D, either for pool, billiards, or for any
other games desired where a table would be
required, and when the frame B is hrought

to a horizontal position, as shown in Fig. 2 of
the drawings, the game-table is uppermost
and may be used for billiards, pool, or other
games.

IThaveshown the table as especially adapted
in the present instance to the game of pool
or billiards, and to provide means for hold-
ing the cues there is constructed a rack E at
either end of the loungeor sofa frame, which
rack may be of any suitable construction and
adapted to hold any number of cues desired,
and when in the rack the cues extend under
the lounge or sofa out of sight in order not
to mar the appearance of the article of fur-
niture when in use as a lounge or sofa. It is
also necessary in games where cues are used
to provide a receplacle for balls, which recep-
tacle is shown at ¥ and is pivoted to the un-
der side of the lounge or sofa frame and
adapted to beswung out in position to obtain
access thereto, as shown in dotted lines of
Fig. 1 of the drawings.

The ball-receptacle F may be of any suit-
able size and construction and is provided
with an ornamental front ¢, so that when the
receptacle-is in position under the lounge or
sofa frame, as shown in full linesin the draw-
ings, the ornamental front will form a fin-
ished ornament to the frame when the article
of farnitureis to be used as alounge orsofa.

In this class of lounges or sofas provided
with a convertible back to be used as a game-
table when brought to a horizontal position
it is necessary that the pivoted or hinged
frame having thelounge or sofa back and the
game-table upon its respective sides should
be so connected to the frame of the lounge
orsofaas to enable said game-table to be lev-
eled when brought to a horizontal position so
as to adapt it to any unevenness in the floor
or other foundation upon which the article
of furniture rests. To provide for this ad-
justment or leveling of the table, said table
is connecled to the ends of the lounge or
sofa frame by twoindependent braces G H at
each end thereof. These braces are pivoted
at one eund to transverse strips b, which form
apart of the convertibleframeB,orthe braces
may be pivoted to any other portion of the
frame, as found most desirable. The oppo-
site ends of the braces G I are pivoted in
any suitable manner to the ends of the lounge
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or sofa frame, the brace G being somewhat
shorter than the brace IT and has at one or
both ends suitable slots ¢, through which the
screw or pivotsextend. The slotted ends of
the short braces G enable said braces to adapt
themselves to the adjustment of the table
when being leveled and at the same time re-
main in a vertieal position. Theslots in the
short braces may be dispensed with without
affecting the adjustability of the table; but
the short braces without the slots would not
always assume a vertical position, which is
desirable to form perfect braces therefor.

Adjustable supports I are connected to the
under side of the frame or table D, and when
said table is in position, as shown in Fig. 2
of the drawings, the supports rest upon that
portion of the ends of the lounge or sofa
frame serving as the arms thereto.

Any suitable supports may be substituted
for those shown so long as they are located
between the under side of the frame of the
table and the arms or ends of the sofa-frame
and are capable of vertical adjustment to
properly level the game-table sothat the balls
will roll perfectly true, in the present in-
stance screw-shanks upon the supports be-
ing used as the most simple means for render-
ing thesupports adjustable, thereby enabling
the table to beraised or lowered at eitherend
or side for the purpose of leveling it.

559,027

The location of the adjustable supports
bebween the arms or ends of the sofa-frame
and the under side of the table-frame enables
the game-table to be adjusted or leveled in-
dependent of and without disturbing the
sofa, the latter remaining stationary while
the game-table is being leveled, thereby ren-
dering the adjustment of the table much
easler.

Having now fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire tosecure by
Letters Patent, is—

A lounge or sofa and a swinging converti-
ble frame having a back for the sofa and a
game-table upon its opposite sides, two inde-
pendently-operating bracesateachend of the
sofa which are pivoted thereto and to the
convertible frame, and adjustable supports
for leveling the table located between the
same and the arms or ends of the sofa-frame,
whereby the table is capable of adjustment
independent of the sofa, substantially asand
for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my namein the presence
of two witnesses.

ROBERT CARL BALKE.
Witnesses:

RaxnsoM CAMPBELL,
IrA BARNEY.
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