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76 all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, BURTT. RogERs, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Spring 
field, in the county of Hampden and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use 
ful Seam for Base-Balls and the Like and 
Method of Making the Same, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

seams for base-balls and the like and the 
method of making the same, in which the 
cover is first provided with overedge-stitches 
and then united by means of a thread or 
threads passing through said stitches; and 
the objects of my improvement are, first, to 
obviate the liability of tearing or wearing the 
cover during the process of sewing it together; 
second, to prevent unduly wearing the thread 
used in making the seam; third, to provide a 
ball with a tighter and more even cover; 
fourth, to produce a more symmetrical, dura 

provide suitable and adequate means for suc 
cessfully accomplishing the above-mentioned 
results and for more easily and quickly mak 
ing base-ball-cover seams than heretofore. I 
attain these objects by the means illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, in which 

ball-cover before being wrapped about the 
ball-stuffing, showing the overedge-stitch; 
Fig. 2, a reverse side view of the cover-piece 
and stitch; and Fig. 3, a ball in the process of 
having its coverstitched on, showing the seam 
during the process of formation and also in 
its completed state. 

Similar figures of reference designate like 
parts throughout the drawings and specifica 
tion. 

Heretofore it has been customary to sew the 
cover onto a ball or the ball-stuffing with a 
thread or threads passed back and forth 
through abutting edges of the cover, drawing 
the edges together each time a stitch is taken. 
The drawing together of the edges in this wa 
wears or weakens the material of which the 
cover is composed (generally some kind of 
leather) and tears it more or less, since a 
great strain is thus put upon a small section 
thereof each time a stitch is taken, and if the 
cover is not torn clear through in places, as 
frequently happens, it is left in a weak con 

dition when the ball is finished, besides be: 
ing puckered or uneven. A long single or 
double thread is used to make the seam, and 
this thread becomes worn and weakened after 
being drawn through the cover many times 
in the manner above described. These ob 
jections and difficulties I am, able to entirely 
Overcome by means of my improved seam and 
also to fit the cover more tightly and closely 
than the old method permits about the ball 
Stuffing. The old ball-cover seams are made 
entirely by hand; but a part of my seam can 
be machine-made and the work of stitching 
the cover together is rendered easier and 
more rapid by my invention. 
Ball-covers are generally made by cutting 

Out two pieces of leather of the shape shown 
in the drawings, wrapping them about the 
ball core or stuffing, and stitching their ad 
jacent or contiguous edges together; but this 
shape is not necessarily essential for the pur 
poses of my invention. 
My method and stitch are described as foll 

lows: Each of the cover pieces or sections 55 
is provided with the overedge - stitches. 6, 
which may be suitably arranged singly, in 
pairs, or otherwise clear around the section. 
It is not material whether the stitches 6 are 
made by hand or machine so far as the mer 
its of this invention are concerned, nor how 
arranged and connected on the back of the 
section 5 so long as they pass over the edges 
thereof to form loops or holding means for 
the thread 7. It Will be understood that the 
stitches 6 are taken in the sections 5 while 
the latter are flat and before they are brought 
into connection with the stuffing 8. After 
the stitches 6 are ill place the sections 5 are 
Wrapped about the core or stuffing 8, and the 
thread 7, which may be single or double, 
plain, or twisted, is fastened or knotted at 
one end to said stitches or the cover and then 
passed through the adjacent ends of the 
stitches by means of a needle 9. 

In finishing my improved seam by engag 
ing the stitches 6 with the thread 7 I prefer 
to pass said thread through a stitch 6 on one 
side, then through the next one on the other 
side, and so on back and forth in a zigzag 
direction until some six or eight, for example, 
of the stitches 6 have been engaged, when the 
thread is drawn tight and the edges of the 
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cover caused to approach each other until they 
come into contact. In this manner I distrib 
ute the strain. 
The above-described process is repeated 

until the seams are completed and the ball 
finished, when the thread 7 is fastened, of 
course, in any well-known manner. The 
manner of uniting the edges of the sections 
5 by means of the thread 7 and stitches 6 is 
fully illustrated in Fig. 3. 

In Figs. 1 and 2 the stitches 6 are shown 
along a portion only of the edge of the sec 
tion 5, but it will be understood that in prac 
tice they extend all around said edge. 
The stitches 6 in opposite edges of the sec 

tions 5 are shown to occupy alternate posi 
tions-that is, each stitch or pair in one sec 
tion is intermediate of two stitches or pairs 

20 
in the other section, and this arrangement is 
very satisfactory, although not imperative. 
This seam is especially applicable to base 

balls, but may be employed in other connec 
tions where it is necessary and desirable to 
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draw or close together the stitched parts over 
a rounded or yielding substance. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
In combination with the cover-sections of 

a base-ball, overedge-stitches around and 
drawn tight against the edges of said sections, 
said stitches being about the entire edges of 
each section and arranged alternately rela 
tive to the stitches on opposite sections, and 
a substantially continuous thread or threads 
passing beneath said alternate overedge 
stitches drawing the abutting edges of adja 
cent sections together whereby a tight or 
closed seam is formed substantially as shown 
and described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

BURT T. ROGERS. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK. A. CUTTER, 
CHARLES H. SMITH, 
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