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lo 
improve the construction of folding baskets, 
and to provide a simple and inexpensive one, 
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2 cyli, whom it availy concert. or perforations 8 of the adjacent ends of the 
Be it known that I, DAVIDEWAN LAWSON, bars of the sections 3 of the bottom, whereby 

a citizen of the United States, residing at the bottom sections are hingedly connected 
Bridgeport, in the county of Jackson and with the sides of the basket, and are adapted 
State of Alabama, have invented a new and to swing upward into a vertical position 
useful Folding Pocket-Basket, of which the against the inner faces of the sides I, to per 
following is a specification. mit both lazy-tongs portions to fold simulta 
The invention relates to improvements in neously. 

folding pocket baskets. The vertically disposed curved pintles 7 are 
The objects of the present invention are to provided at their lower terminals with shanks 

9, which are extended through the adjacent 
terminals of the bars of the lazy-tongs sides 1, 

which may be conveniently carried in the serving as the pivot for the bars. 
pocket when not in use. When the sections 3 of the bottom are dis 
The invention consists in the construction posed horizontally in operative position, the 

and novel combination and arrangement of ends 10 of the end bars are engaged with dou 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed of the ends 2, whereby the sections 3 are sup 
out in the claims hereto appended. ported and connected with the ends of the 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective basket. Each double hook 11 has diverging 

view of a folding basket constructed in accord- portions for engaging perforations of the ends 
ance with this invention and shown extended. 10, and is provided with a single shank, which 
Fig. 2 is a plan view, the basket being folded. forms a pivot for the adjacent ends of the 
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view, the parts bars of the ends 2 of the basket. 
being arranged as illustrated in Fig. 1. Fig. The basket is further supported by a fold 
4 is a similar view, the basket being partly 
folded. Fig. 5 is a reverse plan view. 

Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. . . 

1 and 2 designate sides and ends of a fold 
ing basket; and 3 designates sections of a 
folding bottom. The sides and ends are com 
posed of pivoted bars or pieces arranged in 
the form of a lazy-tongs, and the bottom sec 
tions 3 are composed of similarly pivoted bars 
or pieces. 
The adjacent ends of the bars of the lazy 

tongs sides and ends of the basket, are pivot 
ally connected by horizontally disposed sub 
stantially L-shaped upper and lower pintles 
4 and 5, preferably having reduced terminals 
extended through the bars of the sides and 
ends of the basket, and riveted. The upper 
pintles 4 have attached to them hooks 6, with 
which are designed to be connected suitable 
handle straps, whereby the latter may be 
readily attached to, and removed from, the 
body of the basket. 
The sides of the body of the basket are pro 

vided at the bottom with curved vertically dis 
posed pintles 7, engaging registering openings 

the basket, and comprising a central circular 
plate 13, and four diagonally disposed rods 14, 
provided at their outer terminals with eyes 

tom pintles 5. The inner ends of the diago 
nally disposed rods are perforated, and are 
pivoted between perforated ears 16, disposed 
in pairs at the edges of the central plate. The 
brace is adapted to fold upward within the 
sides and ends of the basket, as clearly illus 
trated in Fig. 4 of the accompanying drawings. 

bottom sections are swung upward vertically 
against the sides 1, and the centrally arranged 
plate is lifted, and the sides and ends of the 
basket fold compactly, as illustrated in Fig. 
2 of the accompanying drawings, thereby en 
abling a basket of considerable size, when 
extended, to be conveniently carried in the 
pocket, when not in use. ' 
The basket may be constructed of any suit 

able material, and may be made any desired 
size, and the improvements are applicable to 
the ordinary hand basket, as shown and also 
to clothes baskets, fruit baskets, and similar 
receptacles, and it will be readily apparent, 

ble hooks 11, disposed centrally at the bottom. 

When it is desired to fold the basket the 
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ing brace 12, located beneath the bottom of . 

15, engaging the substantially L-shaped bot 
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that a number of such baskets may be corn 
pactly shipped when empty. It will also be 
seen that the basket is capable of being 
quickly folded, and extended for use, and that 
when arranged for use it is rigidly supported, 
and cannot collapse. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and the 

minor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the principle or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 
vention. 
What I claim is 
1. A folding basket, comprising the lazy 

tongs sides and ends, having the adjacent ter 
minals of their bars pivotally connected at the 
corners of the basket, and a folding lazy-tongs 
bottom arranged to be swung upward, where 
by it may be folded simultaneously with the 
sides, substantially as described. 

2. A folding basket, comprising the lazy. 
tongs sides and ends pivotally connected at the 
corners of the basket, and a bottom composed 
of two lazy-tongs sections, each hinged to the 
bottoms of the sides, and arranged to swing 
upward against the inner faces of the sides, 
substantially as described. 

3. In a folding basket, the combination of the 
lazy-tongs sides and ends, the folding bottom 
composed of two lazy-tongs sections hinged 
to the bottoms of the sides, and arranged to 
swing upward against the inner faces of the 
Same, and a folding brace comprising a cen 
trally arranged plate, and the rods located be 
low the sections of the bottom and disposed 
diagonally, and extending from the plate to 
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the lower corners of the basket and hingedly 
connected with the same, substantially as de 
scribed. 

4. In a folding basket, the combination of the 
lazy-tongs sides and ends, the double hooks 
arranged at the bottoms of the ends, and the 
upwardly swinging lazy-tongs bottom sections 
hinged to the bottoms of the sides, and pro 
vided at their ends with perforations arranged 
to engage the double hooks, substantially as 
described. 

5. A folding basket, comprising the lazy 
tongs sides and ends, the horizontally disposed 
approximately L-shaped pintles arranged at 
the upper and lower corners of the basket and 
pivotally connecting the sides and ends, the 
vertically disposed curved pintles located at 
the bottoms of the sides of the basket, the 
lazy-tongs bottom sections provided with eyes 
receiving the curved pintles, and the folding 
brace located beneath the bottom of the bas 
ket and comprising the centrally arranged 
plate, and the four diagonally-disposed rods 
hingedly connected with the plate and extend 
ing therefrom to the lower corners of the bas 
ket, and provided with eyes receiving the 
ower corner pintles, substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

DAVID E WAN LAWSON. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. H. HOLMES, 
J. A. KIGHT. 
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