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1. 
The present invention relates generally- to in 

provements in the art of advertising, and relates 
more particularly to improvements in the con 
struction and use of display signs or the like. 
A primary object of my invention is to provide 

an improved and highly attractive advertising or 
display sign which besides being simple in con 
struction is flexible in its adaptations. 
Another specific object of the present invention 

is to provide an improved and exceedingly dur 
able advertising card which may be readily pro 
duced by printing and With the aid of relatively 
inexpensive and readily available materials. 

0. 

Another specific object of this invention is to 
provide an improved composite sign which may 
be readily constructed of several layers of nate 
rial assembled in a manner Such as to create a 
highly aesthetic final article especially adapted 
for use in advertising diverse commodities. 
Another specific object of my invention is to 

provide an improved combined advertising and 
bulletin board in which the visible indicia may be 
readily changed to meet varying conditions, and 
which may be conveniently Suspended from a wall 
or similar Support. 
A further specific object of my present inven 

tion is to provide an improved variable colored 
and neat appearing printed sign which may be 
Washed or otherwise cleaned without marring the 
indicia, thereon, and Which may be manufactured 
and sold at moderate cost. 

Still another specific object of the present, in 
vention is to provide an improved method of pro 
ducing advertising signs or display cards in an 
expeditious manner. 
These and other specific objects and advan 

tages of the invention will be apparent from the 
following detailed description. 
A clear conception of the features constituting 

my present improvement, and of the construc 
tion and use of display cards embodying the in 
vention and produced in accordance with the im 
proved method, may be had by referring to the 
drawing accompanying and forming a part of this 
specification wherein like reference characters 
designate the same or similar parts in the several 
Views, 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a typical display card 
embodying the invention, portions being broken 
away to reveal internal structure; 

Fig. 2 is a considerably enlarged and somewhat 
distorted section through the card, taken along 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a similarly enlarged and somewhat 
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distorted section through the device, taken along 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
While the invention has been shown and de 

scribed herein as applied to and embodied in a 
typical merchandise advertising or display card, 
it is not my desire or intention to thereby un 
necessarily restrict the scope or... utility thereof, 
since the improved structure is also applicable 
to Signs or cards adapted to be utilized for other 
purpoSeS. 

Referring to the drawing, the typical display 
card shown therein by way of illustration, com 
prises in general, a transparent outer sheet 5 
formed of any suitable material and having 
opaque areas 6 applied to the inner surface there 
of, a sheet 7 of preferably highly lustrous mate 
rial Such as foil, shown in the drawing as of 
brown color, disposed adjacent the inner surface 
of the transparent sheet 5 and provided with a 
relatively stiff backing 8 such as cardboard or the 
like, and a marginal binding tape 9 forming a 
border for the display card and holding the war 
ious sheets 5, 7 and 8 in assembled condition. 
To provide a simple and convenient means for 

Suspending the improved display card from a Sup 
port such as a wall or standard, transverse top 
and bottom strips 0, each having a tacky ad 
hesive layer f2 adapted to be applied to the sur 
face of the wall or other support, are formed on 
the back of the card; and each of these adhesive 
strips () may be provided with a removable pro 
tective covering Strip f for the adhesive layer 2 
When not in use. 

In the typical display card shown in the draw 
ing, certain of the opaque areas 6 which are 
printed directly on the inner surface of the trans 
parent sheet 5 are provided with omissions form 
ing indicia. Such as letters, figures or other forma 
tions which are obviously transparent so as to 
Visibly reveal the underlying lustrous and colored 
foil 7. To permit flexibility in use of the im 
proved display sign, the opaque areas 6' may be 
formed without the transparent indicia-forming 
blanks or omissions; and a crayon or colored pen 
cil may be used to print or otherwise insert, as 
by Writing directly over the outer surface of the 
transparent sheet 5 within these opaque areas, 
additional letters, figures or other formations il 
lustrating matter which may be subject to fre 
quent change and which may be readily eradi 
cated by merely wiping or washing the same with 
a cloth or the like from the face or outer surface 
of the sheet 5. Since the display sign illustrated 
may be utilized additionally for advertising pur 
poses, the area, 3 may be used for the name of 

  



3 
the advertiser or such other indicia as may be 
deemed desirable, and signs embodying the Sev 
eral features of the invention may obviously be 
provided in various shapes, sizes, colors and ar 
rangements to suit the needs and Wishes of the 
user in any particular instance. 

It will be noted that the improved sign may be 
readily produced by first printing or otherwise 
applying the opaque areas 6, 6' to the inner Sur 
faces of the outer transparent sheet 5 and there 
after positioning the preferably highly lustrolls 
and uniformly colored sheet adjacent the sheet 
5 to cover the inner surface thereof, thereby pro 
viding a colorful background for the opaque areas 
and likewise uniformly coloring the indicia 
formed by the omissions in the opaque areas 6. 
As a further step in the method of assembling 
the sign, the superimposed sheets 5 and 7 may be 
provided with a suitable backing 8 of relatively 
stiff material. The sheets 5, 7 and 8 may there 
after be united to form a unitary assemblage by 
applying the marginal binding tape 9 thereto, and 
this marginal tape may be colored, if desired, to 
provide a pleasing contrast with respect to the 
sheet 7, thereby serving as an attractive border 
for the sign. After the unit has been thus as 
sembled, one or more strips to provided With a 
suitable tacky adhesive layer 2 may be secured 
to the back thereof, and these Strips may in 
turn be provided with the protective covering 
strips which may be readily removed when it 
is desired to secure the sign to a Support by means 
of the adhesive in an obvious manner. 
From the foregoing detailed description, it will 

be apparent that my present invention provides a 
simple and durable advertising card, display sign 
or the like, which may be readily assembled in a 
simple and efficient manner and which is more 
over highly flexible in its adaptations. Signs or 
cards embodying the invention may be economi 
cally produced in accordance with the improved 
method by printing or the like with the aid of 
relatively inexpensive and readily available ma 
terials, and the signs or cards thus produced may 
be used for diverse purposes. The opaque areas 
6 are applied to the inner surface of the trans 
parent outer sheet 5 and are therefore of a per 
manent nature not affected by frequent wiping 
or washing, and certain of these areas 6 may be 
provided with any indicia-forming omissions de 
sired to be made permanent, while the opaque 
areas 6' may be formed as solid areas without 
the transparent indicia-forming windows, there 
by permitting the insertion or addition by crayon 
or pencil of visible indicia subject to frequent 
changes to meet varying conditions. As stated 
hereinabove, signs or cards manufactured in ac 
cordance with the invention may be modified 
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considerably in color, shape, size and arrange 
ment of printed matter to Suit the needs and re 
quirements in any particular instance and may 
Consequently be adapted for numerous purposes. 
The sign may be posted in any desired location, 
and the provision of the adhesive strips, which 
may be protectively covered by the removable 
strips when not in use, provides a convenient 
means for readily applying the Sign to any rela 
tively flat-surfaced Support. 

It Should be understood that it is not desired 
Qr intended to limit this invention to the exact 
details of construction or to the precise method 
of assembling or mode of utilizing the improved 
display sign, herein shown and described, for 
Various modifications Within the Scope of the ap 
pended claim, may occur to persons skilled in the 
art to which this invention pertains. 

I claim: 
A flat and relatively rigid display sign com 

prising, a thin plane transparent outer sheet 
of flexible material having uniform thickness 
throughout its area, an opaque coating applied 
directly to relatively extensive local areas of the 
inner plane surface only of said outer sheet, at 
least some of the interiorly coated areas of said 
sheet being entirely devoid of said coating to 
provide indicia-forming transparent portions, a 
sheet of colored material directly contacting the 
coating over the entire inner surface of said 
transparent sheet so as to visibly expose the 
colored sheet through said transparent portions, 
a relatively stiff backing, sheet for said colored 
sheet, and marginal means for maintaining all 
of said sheets in Superimposed relatively fixed 
relationship. - 

BEN G. ALTHEIMER. 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Name Date 
Young ------------ Sept. 14, 1886 
Tallant ------------- Jan. 3, 1893 
Allen --------------- Aug. 8, 1916 
Weidner ----------- Nov. 15, 1927 
Hostick ------------- Feb. 4, 1936 
Hanson ------------ Feb. 23, 1937 
Clark ------------- Sept. 21, 1937 
Wing --------------- Dec. 7, 1937 
FOREIGN PATENTS 

Country Date 
Great Britain ------ May 23, 1929 
Great Britain ------- Feb. 2, 1933 

Number 
349,193 
489,343 

1,193,963 
1,648,977 
2,029,719 
2,071,976 
2,093,598 

311,836 
387,110 


