O‘cte 30, 1951 A. MACALUSO ’ : 2,573,467

COMBINED ADJUSTABLE CLOTHES HANGER AND PANTS HOLDER

Filed June 7, 1950

. INVENTOR.
" ALFRED MACALUSO

v -m&a,«ﬂmf,z

vz ATTORNEY



Patented Oct. 30, 1951

2,573,467

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,573,467

COMBINED ADJUSTABLE CLOTHES HANGER,
AND PANTS HOLDER.

Alfred Macallisq,,Bro,oklyn, N. Y.
Application June 7, 1950; Serial No, 166,689

l.

5 Claims. (Cl1..223—90)

This invention relates generally to adjustable : -

garment hangers. It particwlarly concerns an
adjustable hanger of an improved. type having
a combined latching feature and a suspended
pants or skirt holder.

The invention has several novel features which
in their peculiar arrangement: result in a hanger
with a humber of advantages.

The: hanger comprises a. novel crosspiece with g
conventional ratatable supporting hook. The
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novelty of the crosspiece lies in its adjustable -

feature and in the organization of its associated
parts. Adjustably movable: along sloping arms
of the- crosspiece is a pair of shoulder forms
whereby the: averall width of the hanger may
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be enlarged or decreased so as to permit the -

hanger to be used with a variety of garment
sizes. The shoulder forms further aid in keep-
ing the shape of the garment. These shoulder
pieces are secured in their various adjusted posi-
tions without: possibility of slipping off through
means of latches formed by the shoulder pieces
in conjunction with notches in the- crosspiece
arms and associated pants holders.

The general object of the invention is an im-
proved type of adjustable clothes hanger that is
readily and securely adjustable to accommodate
garments of a variety of sizes, and which is
formed to support such garments free of wrin-
kles and in their proper shape. .

Another object. of the invention is g readily
adjustable garment hanger having an adjustable
latch in combination with a pants holder,

A still further object is a clothes hanger hav-
ing. shoulder forms of an improved type which
will not slip from the hanger arms, and which
will serve as means for supporting pants holders
to the arms of the hanger. i

These as well as other objects and advantages
of my invention, will become apparent as this
specification unfolds in greater detail and as it
is read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings wherein a preferred embodiment of the
invention is illustrated.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation view of a preferred
form of the invention with some parts in sec-
tion.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross section of Fig. 1
taken on the lines 2—2.

Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of a shoulder
piece with its suspended pants holder.

Fig. 4 is a bottom view of Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 is a detail directed to the latching fea-
ture with the shoulder piece in unlatched or
movable position.. '
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Fig: 6 shows an enlarged view of s pin that
may be used in lieu of the pants holder for latch~
ing the shoulder piece to the cross arm.

Fig, T represents a view of another form of
the invention:. ‘

Referring to the drawings, there is disclosed
& crosspiece element | comprising two oppositely
sloping similar arms 2. Rotatable in the center
of the crosspiece is & supporting hook 3. Ad-
justably  moveable along each: -cross arm is a
shoulder form 4. Suspended in a slot 5 that
simulates ‘a cane or an inverted hook in each
shoulder form is a pants holder 6. Both shoul-
der forms and pants holders are identical. In
the description of the similar parts herein, such
as the cross arms 2, the shoulder pieces 4 and the
pants holders 6, it is intended that a description
of any one of such parts is to suffice for both.

The crosspiece arms 2 are of wood, though they
may well be fashioned of other materials such
as plastics or metal. Alohg the bottom wall 7
of the arms 2 is a series of open slots or notches
8 uniformly spaced from one another: The arms
2 are adapted to carry the shoulder forms 4.

The shoulder forms are designed to fill out the
shoulder portions of a garment so as to maintain
the shape of the garment and to otherwise pre-
vent it from sagging or wrinkling. Each shoul-
der piece is fashioned of light sheet metal, al- -
though it may also be made of other materials, .
such as firm paperboaird or plastics. The shoul~
der piece is curved or convexed along its upper
portion 9. It is wide at the shoulder or free end
0. It is tapered at the neck or other end il
In this form the shoulder pieece simulates the
shoulder of a garment and permits g maximum
of garment support with a minimum of shoulder
sag or wrinkle. The shoulder form is trough
like to keep: it lisht and to allow it to slide along
the crosspiece arms 2. The tapered portion (1
of the shoulder piece has in its end an oblong
slot. or opening 12, which communicates with
the trough like portion 13 of the shoulder. The
crosspiece arms 2 are adapted to slide through
this oblong opening, )

In each side wall {4 of the tapered shoulder
portion is the eane or inverted hook slot 5 previ-
ously mentioned. The slots 5§ in each side wall 14
are opposed to and aligned with one another.
This hook slot 5 comprises a short arm 15, a
long arm 16 and a connecting elbow or hump (7.
The long arms 16 of slets 5 extend down into
extended portions 18 of the side walls 14. The
pants holder 6 is suspended. in the hook slots 5§
of each shoulder piece..

The pants holder comprises a hairpin shaped
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form having a pair of legs 20 connected by a
bridge 2i. The hairpin form is fashioned of
spring wire or other resilient material, so that
the legs 28 have a natural tendency to be spread
apart. Secured to the legs is a pair of clamps
22 Slidable about the legs is a ring or loop 23
of firm material. The construction of the pants
holder is such that when the ring 23 is lowered
about the legs 20, the legs together with their as-
sociated clamping pieces are drawn together In
clamping position. When the ring is raised about
the legs to the narrowed portion of the legs 24,
the legs spring apart to normal position. The
clamps 22 are adapted to secure between them
a skirt or the cuffs of a pair of pants. The pants
holder is carried by its bridge 21.in the shoulder
cane slot 5, and it is capable of moving from the
short arm 15 over the hump {7 into the long arm
of the slot. ‘

" When the bridge 21 is positioned in the long
arm of slot 5, the crossarm 2 is enabled to be as-
sembled to the shoulder piece 4, or if it is already
assembled, the shoulder piece may be adjustably
moved to any desired notch position along the
crossarm, ‘

* In assembling the cross arms 2 to the shoul-
der forms 4, the cross arm is slid through the
oblong slot 12 of the tapered shoulder end info
the trough portion of the shoulder. In moving
through the oblong slot the crossarm slides over
and above the pants holder bridge 2{ which is
in the lowermost part of the long slot arm 16 as
in Fig. 5. When bridge 21 is contained in the
lowermost portion of slot arm 16 it is out of and
below the crossarm notches 8. The crossarm 2
is moved on through the oblong opening {2 until
a desired notch 8 is reached. Noétch 8 will then
be in alignment with the cane slots 5 located
on both sides of it in the adjacent side walls (4.
The position of the related parts is such that the
upper cross arm wall 25 is virtually in contact
with the upper inner shoulder wall 26, while
the topmost portion of noteh 8 is opposite the
connecting portion 17 of cane slot 5. The shoul-
der piece 4 is then in a position to be latched to
the crossarm 2.

In the latching operation: the pants holder
bridge 21 is raised out of the long cane slot arm
16, is moved over the hump 17, and is lowered
into the short slot arm 5. In this position the
pants holder bridge 21 will be contained in
notch 8 as well as in the adjacent shoulder cane
slot arms 15, as appears in Figs. 1 and 2. In this
position the shoulder piece will be latched to the
crossarm. In releasing a shoulder piece from the
noteh of the crossarm to permit further adjust-
ments, the pants holder bridge 21 is again moved
to the lower part of the long slot arm 16, and
the crossarm is moved again through the shoul-
der piece as before. Notches 8 are sufficiently
large enough to permit free and unbinding move-
ment of the bridge 21 of the pants holder during
the latching operation.

In cases where it is desired to manufacture
this garment hanger without pants holders, a
suitable headed pin 27, such as is shown in the
enlarged view in Fig. 6, may be used in lieu of
the pants holder bridge 21 as the means for
latehing the shoulder piece in its several posi-
tions along the cross arm.

In Fig. 7 there is disclosed another form which
the invention may take. In this form each
shoulder piece is adjustable to various notch po-
sitions on its crossarm by means of a pawl in
the lower extended portion of the tapered end of
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4
the shoulder. This pawl cooperates with notches
along the lower wall of the crossarm.

Referring to Fig. 7 there is shown pivoted ab
28 in the lower extension 29 of the tapered end
of the shoulder piece 30 a pawl 31. A V leaf
spring 32 constantly tensions pawl 3f anti-
clockwise causing the pawl tooth 33 fo be con-
stantly engaged with one of a series of notches
34 along the bottom of the crossarm 35. When
it is desired to adjust the position of the shoulder
piece along the crossarm, the pawl tooth 33 is
released from the notch by pressure against the
pawl arm 38 to compress the V spring 32.

While I have disclosed what I consider to be
highly desirable embodiments of my invention,
it is obvious that some changes in form could be
made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention, and I therefore do not
limit myself to the forms herein shown and de-
seribed, nor to anything less thar the whole of
my invention as herein set forth and as herein-
after claimed, and it is my intention to claim
all that may reasonably be within the spirit and
scope of the invention.
" Iclaim: ' : E :

1. The comibination in an-adjustable clothes
hanger of the character deseribed, of a cross-
piece member - having & pair of oppositely sloping
similar arms and provided with notches uniform-
1y spaced along the lower walls of said arms, o
shoulder piece carried on and slidable along each
cross arm, each shoulder piece being troughi-like
with side walls and having one end broad and
the other end tapered, each sloping arm being
contained in the trough of its shoulder piece and
intermediately of the side walls of the shoulder
piece, each shoulder piece having a pair of op~
posed aligned cane slots in the side walls of its
tapered end, each cane slot having a short armi
joined by a bridge to a long arm, the lowermaost
portions of the long arms extending below the
lower walls of the slopping arms, each shoulder
piece being slideable on. its respective sloping
arm whereby its opposed cane slots may be
aligned with a selected notch of the sloping arm,
and a pair of pants holders each having a bridge
section carried by the cane slots of each shoulder
piece, the bridge section being adapted to move
in the aligned cane slots whereby when the
pridge section is contained in the short arms of
the cane slots and an aligned notch of the sloping
arm the shoulder piece is latched to the sloping
arm, and when the bridge section is contained in
the lowermost portions of the long cane slob
arms it is out of any notch of the cross arm and
the related shoulder piece is unlatched from its
sloping arm and is free to be moved along its
related sloping arm. ) .

2. In combination with the opposed sloping
arms of a crosspiece element in a garment hanger
of the character described including a series of
uniformly spaced notches along the bottom
walls of the sloping arms, a simulated shoulder
form of light weight material having a convexed
upper surface, said shoulder form being broad at
one end and tapered at the other, the tapered
end having side walls forming an oblong slot for
receiving a sloping arm of the crosspiece element,.

" the side walls of the shoulder form having a pair
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of opposed and aligned cane slois alignable with
the notches of a sloping erm each cane slot
having a short arm joined by a bridge o a long
arm and the long arms extending below the lower
wall of the sloping arm, and latching means car-
ried by the cane slots for latehing the shoulder
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form in any selected notch of the sloping arm,
said latching means comprising a pants holder
having a hairpin shaped spring section carried
in and movable in the cane slots.

3. In the combination of a simulated slideable
shoulder form having opposed side walls with
the notched crossarm of a garment hanger of the
type described, the notched crossarm being con-
tained intermediately of the side walls of the

shoulder form, adjustable latching means for it

latching the shoulder form to any desired notch
position on the cross arm and comprising the
shoulder form in which is provided a pair of
opposed aligned cane slots, the cross arm in
which is provided noteches, alignable with the
cane slots, and a pants holder having a bridge
section, the bridge section being carried by and
moveable in the cane slots and a selected notch
of the crossarm in alighment with the cane slots,
the cane slots each having a short arm joined
by a hump to a long arm, the long arms extend-

ing below the lower wall of the cross arm and

said shoulder form. being latched to the Cross-
arm when the bridge section of the pants holder
is in the short arm of the cane slots and an
aligned notch of the crossarm, and said shoulder
form being in unlatched position when the
bridge section is located in the lowermost por-
tion of the long arm of the cane slots and below
any notch of the crossarm.

4. A garment hanger comprising in combina-
tion, a supporting crosspiece element including
a pair of oppositely. sloping arms, each sloping
arm having a series of notches uniformly spaced
in its lower wall, a simulated shoulder form car-
ried on and adjustably slideable on each of the
sloping arms, the shoulder forms being trough
like with side walls and the cross arms being
contained intermediately of the side walls, the
said side walls being opposed to one another and
each wall containing a cane slot, the cane slot
in each wall being in opposed alighment with
one another, said cane slots each having a short
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arm joined by a bridge to a long arm, the lower-
most portions of the long arms extending below
the lower walls of the sloping arm elements, the
cane slot arms being alignable with any selected
notch of a sloping arm, and latching means car-
ried in each pair of opposed cane slots and move-
able from the short arms of a pair of opposed
cane slots to the long arms, said lateching means
when contained in a pair of short arms of the
cane slots of a shoulder form and an aligned
notch of an intermediate sloping arm serving to
lateh the shoulder form to the sloping arm, and
said latching means when contained in the lower-
most portion of a pair of long arms serving to
allow the shoulder form free sliding movement
along its related sloping arm.

5. In a garment hanger of the type described
and including sloping arms having noiches in
the lower walls thereof a simulated shoulder form
of light weight material having a convexed upper
surface, being broad and fiared at one end and
tapered at the other end, the tapered end having
opposed side walls forming an oblong slot, the
side walls of the shoulder form having a pair
of opposed and aligned cane slots, the can slots
each having a short arm bridged to a long arm,
and a pants holder, the pants holder coimprising
in combination a pair of clamping elements and a
hairpin shaped bridge member joining the clamp-
ing elements, the bridge of the hairpin shaped
member being carried in the pair of opposed cane
slots, and said bridge being moveable from the
short arms of the cane slots to the long arms.
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