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To. all whom it may concerr:
Beitknown thatI, WILLIAM CECIL BOWER,

a citizen of the United States; residing at Bir-

mingham, in the county of Jefferson and State

of Alabama, have invented certain new and.

useful Improvements in Letter-Carriers’ Ve-
hicles; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. ‘ C

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in vehicles; and it has
particular reference fo the provision of a
simple, inexpensive, and serviceable vehicle
adapted to be propelled by hand and for car-
rying packages, bundles, &c. ‘

The invention has for its specific object the
provision of a device of this character which
is specially adapted for mail-carriers’ use in
carrying mail pouches or bags in collecting
and delivering mails.

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consists in the
peculiar construction and in the novel combi-
nation, arrangement, and adaptation of parts,
all as more fully herein described, shown in
the accompanying drawings, and then spe-
cifically defined in the appended claims.

* * The invention is clearly illustrated in the
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accompanying drawings, which, with the let-

ters of reference marked thereon, form part

of this application, and in which—
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the device as

it appears when being moved from place to.

place in actual use. Fig. 2isa similar view
of the invention as it appears when standing.
Tig. 8 is a front view of the device, with the
position of the mail bag or pouch, also of the
supporting-braces in the position which they
oceupy when the vehicle is standing, shown
in dotted lines. Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail
view showing the construction of the upper
end of the supporting braces or legs, and Fig.
5 is an enlarged detail showing the manner of
adjustment of the main frame.

" Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates the main

frame of the vehicle, which portion consists

‘of a single rod, tube, or strip of metal A, bent

as shown to form an enlarged and substan-
tially rectangular base portion B. The up-
per ends of the said rod, strip, or tube A are
adjustably connected with the rods or tubes
C, which at their upper ends are connected
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with the concaved pad D. The lower por-

tion of the rectangular base B of the frame
is bent outwardly, as shown at E, and upon
the cross-bar F, which connects the opposite
sides of the frame at a point a short distance
above the base portion, a hook F'is provided
for engagement with the handle of the mail
bag or pouch G, which bag or pouch is de-
signed to rest upon the outwardly-extended
portion E of the frame. Proper adjustment
of the height of the vehicle is provided for by
the adjusting-screws a. At the lower extrem-
ity of the body portion of the frame B is at-
tached a fork I, within which is journaled a
wheel L .

J J are brace-rods which are pivoted at
their upper ends to the frame of the machine
at a point above the base portion, these braces
being designed for supporting the vehicle in
an upright position when at rest. In order
to assure the braces being beld in proper
position, I provide a block K, which is at-
tached to the frame of the machine and has
its outer edges recessed to receive the brace-

| rods J J and hold the same against lateral

movement, and in order to provide a means
for holding the brace-rods up out of the way
when the vehicle is in use I provide suitable

keepers L. upon the upper portion of the main.

frame of the machine, these keepers consist-
ing of spring-clips, (shown in detail in Fig. 6
of the drawings,) the free ends of the said
clips being designed to be sprung over the

Dbraces J J when in engagement therewith.

The operation of the invention will be read-
ily understood from the foregoing description.
It will be noted that when the device is be-
ing propelled with its load the pad D is de-
signed to be placed beneath the arm of the
operator, and the vehicle is propelled by the
forward movement of the operator in walk-
ing. The weight being substantially upon
the wheel, the operator is- relieved from the
strain that would be incurred in carrying the
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weight. It will be noted also that by means
of the adjusting-screws o the length of the
frame of the vehicle may be adjusted as to
height of the operator.  When it is designed
to stop the vehicle for any purpose, the op-
erator has simply to spring the ends of the
brace-rods J J out of engagement with the
keepers L, allowing the ends thus released
to drop to the ground.  Ile has then simply
to spring the braces J J into engagement with
the recesses in the outer edges of the block
K-in order to secure the rods against lateral
displacement. :

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a vehicle of the character described,
the combination with the main frame carry-
ing at its lower end a traction - wheel, of a
handle or pad adjustably connected with the
upper end of the frame, substantially as
shown and described. ,

2. In a vehicle of the character described,
the eombination with the main frame and
traction-wheel carried at the lower end of the
frame, the pad adjustably connected with the
upper end of the frame, and means as the
hook I’ attached to the frame, for attaching
a bag or other weight to be carried, substan-
tially as shown axnd described.

3. A parcel-carrying vehicle, consisting of
a frame, a traction-wheel conneeted with the
lower end of the frame, a shoulder-pad ad-
justably connected with the upper end of the

frame, a hook or other parcel-retaining de-
vice connected with the frame, and adjust-
able legs or supports J pivotally connected
with the frame, substantially as shown and
deseribed.

4. In a parcel-carrying vehicle, a frame, a
traction-wheel connected with the lower end
of the frame, a handle or shoulder-pad hav-
ing adjustable connection with the frame,
legs or supports pivotally connected with the
frame, and means as the recessed block K for
retaining the legs against lateral displace-
ment when the vehicle isatrest, substantially
as shown and described, and for the purpose
specified. ’

5. The main frame; the traction-wheal con-
nected therewith, the handle or shoulder-pad
adjustably connected with the upper end of
the frame, parcel-retaining means asthehook
I’ carried by the frame, the legs or braces J
pivotally connected with the frame,and means
connected with the frame for retaining the

legs against lateral displacement, in combi-

nation with- a locking device carried by the
frame and adapted to hold the legs out of en-
gagement with the ground when the vehicle
is being propelled, substantially asshown and
described, and for the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. -
-WILLIAM CECIL BOWER.
Witnesses: : s
FrANCIS D. NABERS,
J.. P. StivLEs.
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