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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH LUPPINO, a sub-
ject of the King of Italy, and a resident of
New Haven, in the ecounty of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented anew and
useful Improvement in Adjustable Supports
for Chair-Backs; and I do hereby declare.the
following, when taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings and the letters of
reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear,
and exact desecription of the same, and which
said drawings constitute part of this specifi-
cation, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a side view of a chair having my
improved adjusting device applied thereto;
Fig. 2, an enlarged side view of the locking
brace and bloek; Fig. 3, a view of similar
parts with the brace in its extreme forward
position; Fig. 4,a top or plan view of the ad-
justing dev1ce F10” 5, a perspective view of
the forward end of the brace. -

This invention relates to an improvement
inadjusting devices for chair-backs, and par-
ticularly adevice foradjusting theineclination
of the backs in chairs of the ““Morris” type,

‘the object of the invention being to arrange

a single device in line with the center of a
chair by which the back may be adjusted,
which is in a sense automatic; and the inven-
tion consists in the construction hereinafter
deseribed, and partieularly' recited in the
claims.

The back A is pivoted to the chair-frame B
above the seat and extends below it instead
of being hinged in line therewith, as in the
more general construetion of chairs. Secured
to the center of a transverse bar C at the
lower end of the back is abracket D, to which
a brace E is pivoted. This brace extends for-
ward toward the front of the chair and is
formed in its lower edge with notches a, b, ¢,
and d, more or less in number, and with a
stud F,’'which projeets outward from one side.
Secured to the inside of the front G of the
chair is a block I, formed with flanges I for
convenient attachment to the said front G,
and formed at its rear end with a flange J, the
forward edge of which is recessed, forming a
clearance-notch K. In the side of the block

is a staple I,,through which the brace E passes
and with the lower leg of which the notches
onthebrace engage. Alsopivoted tothe block

is a switch M, having a flange N, with which
the stud F engages, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed. This flange projeets rearward into
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line with the forward rounded corner e of the .

noteh K and is formed with a slot O, which
permits the switch to set over a pin P, pro-
jecting outward from the block H, this pin
limiting the downward movement of the
switch-plate and so that when in its lowest
position the rear edge of the flange N is in
line with the bottom of thenofch K. Asshown
in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the notch o of the
brace K is engaged with the staple L and the
back of the chairis in a substantially upright
position. " At this time the stad F is near the
rear end of the flange N of the switch M and
that switch has been raised by the said stud
which is in line with the bottom of the notch
K. To adjust the back, its upper _end is
moved slightly forward, which draws the
lower end rearward and moves the brace
back and so that the stud F passes from be-
neath the flange N of the switch M and rid-
ing over the rounded edge e enters the notch
K. As the stud passes into the notch K the
switch drops, and as the back of the chair
inclines rearward the brace moves forward
and the stud F rides upon the upper face of
the flange N of the switch M:and holds the
notches out of engagement with the staple L.
When the stud drops over the forward end of
the flange, the brace drops downward onto

-the lower leg of the staple I and so that the

notches will engage therewith, the notches
being so inclined that the brace may be read-
ily moved rearward over the staple, but can-
not be moved forward. Asshown in Fig. 3
of the drawings, the notch d is engaged with
the staple and the back is therefore held in
its extreme inclined posibion. As the back
is raised the successive notches ¢, b, and ¢
will engage with the staple aceordmrr to the
position in which it is desired that the back
of the chair should stand. .

1t is appavent that instead of the staple L
a pin corresponding to the lower leg thereof
may project outward from the block H and
with which the brace E may engage and also
that the slot O and pin P may be omitted, as
the rear end of the switch may rest upon the
bottom of the notch K when in its lower po-
sition and be stopped by the upper leg of the
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staple against being raised too high, and I
therefore do not wish to be understood as lim-"
iting the invention to the exact detailsshown.

While I have shown and described my at-
tachment as applied to a Morris chair, it will
be clearly apparent without further illustra-
tion or description that it may be employed
as an adjusting device for the heads and
sides of couches, &e.

IIaving fully deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An adjustable support consisting of a
brace having notches in its lower edge and a
stud projecting outwardly from one side, a
block havinganoutwardly-projecting pin with
which said notches engage, said block pro-
vided at its rear end with an upwardly-in-
clined recess into which said stud may pass,
and a switch pivoted to said block and hav-
ing a flange upon which said stud may ride
to hold the brace out of engagement with the
pin. :

724,901

2. The combination with a chair having 4
back pivoted above the seat and extending
below it, of a brace pivoted to said extension,
said brace formed with notches in its lower
edge and with a stud projecting outwardly
from one side, a block secured to the frontof
the chair, a pin in said block with which the
notches of the brace may engage, the block
provided with an upwardly-inclined recess at
its rear into which the stud may be lifted, and
a switch pivoted to said block and formed
with a flange upon which the said stud may
ride to hold the notches of the brace out of
engagement with the pin, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses,

JOSEPII LUPPINO.

Witnesses:
FrREDERIC! C. EARLE,
CLARA L. WEED.
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