A. C. DUNKLEBERGER.
CHAIN CATGH.
APPLICATION FILED APR. 20, 1917.

1,242,159. Patented Oct. 9, 1917,

3b 35 INVENTOR
Auﬂus’uis C.Dun kleb.erger “

ATTORNEY




190

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

' OFFICE.

AUGUSTUS C. DUNKLEBERGER, OF ERWIN, TENNESSEE.

CHAIN-CATCH.

1,242,159.

Speciﬂdation of Letters Patent.

Patente@; Oct. 9, 1917,

Application filed April 20,1917, Serial No. 163,487.

To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Aveusrus C. Duwn-
KLEBERGER, a citizen of the United States,
residing at Erwin, in the county of Unicoi
and State of Tennessee, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in
Chain-Catches, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to a catch de-
signed for securing the ends of neck chains,
beads, bracelets, and other articles of jew-
elry and the like, and has for its object the
provision of a strong, simple, and easily
manipulated device of neat appearance and
artistic design for securely fastening the
ends of a chain or bracelet and holding said
ends against any chance of separating or
becoming loose without properly manipulat-
ing the locking means. ,

With this as the principal object in view,
the invention consists in the novel con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts hereinafter described, pointed out n
the appended claims and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which— -

Figure 1 is a view of the catch somewhat
enlarged as it appears when fastening the
ends of a chain, the latter being shown in
dotted lines,

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sectional
view of the catch on a larger scale,

Fig. 3 is a view of the catch seen from
the end into which the fastening is inserted,

Tig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of
the spring gripping member, and

Fig. 5 is a central cross sectional view on
the line 5—5 of Fig. 2. -

In the drawings, 10 indicates the body of
the catch or clasp which may be made of
any design or shape consistent with the use
to which it is to be put and ornamented as
desired. In the drawings the body is shown
as of circular cross section tapering toward
each end, one end 11 being smaller than the
opposite end 12 and is provided with a ring
13 for the attachment of one end of a chain,
bracelet, neck piece or other article 14. The
body 10 is made hollow from end to end, the

opening 15 therein being circular if desired, .

but is preferably made elongated as shown
in Fig. 5 having a greater dimension in one
direction than in the other. At the end 12,
the body 10 is bent over as at 16 to partly
close the interior of the body, an elongated
opening 17 being formed in the closed end
16 for the insertion of the locking pin 18

having a pointed end 19 at one end and ter-
minating in a ring 20 at the opposite end
for the attachment of the chain or bracelet
14. The ring 20 is formed with a base or
collar 21 where it is connected to the pin 18,
said base bearing upon the exterior of the
end 16 of the body 10. The pin is of re-
duced diameter at this point as shown at
92 to provide a shoulder 23 for a purpose
to be described later.

Within the body 10 is placed the spring
locking member 24 which is preferably made
of a single strip of resilient material bent
sharply upon itself at its center as at 25,
this bend when the member is in position
being near the base or bottom of the opening
15 in the body 10. The parts 26 and 27 of
the locking member 24 project toward the
end 12 of the body 10 in a slightly curved
direction and away from each other until
they reach a point a short distance beyond
the longitudinal center of the body 10. At
this point the parts 26 and 27 are bent
sharply 1n opposite directions as at 28 and
29 so as to cross each other, these parts be-
ing of half the width of the parts 26 and 27
so as not to occupy a greater space in the
body 10. These parts 28 and 29 after
crossing each other extend in straight lines
for a short distance and are then again bent
and continued parallel to each other as at
30 and 381 and to the longitudinal axis of
the body until they reach the forward end
of the opening 15. Here their terminal ends
32 and 33 are bent at a right angle toward
each other and each provided with a U-
shaped notch 34. Just in rear of the bends
that form the parts 28 and 29, the two parts
96 and 27 are each provided with a curved
finger piece 85 projecting outwardly from
said parts and passing through slots 36
formed in opposite sides of the body 10 in
convenient position for the thumb and fin-
ger of either hand to engage and press upon
so as to force the two parts of the spring
members 26 and 27 together, and cause a sep-
aration of the notched ends 84 of the termi-
nals 32 and 33. These terminals in opera-
tion fit snugly against the end wall 16 of
the body 10 and the notches 34 therein grip
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just behind the shoulder 23, the relation of
the parts being such that the resiliency of

the locking member maintains the terminals

in engagement with the pin and these ter-
minals fitting snugly between the shoulder
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23 and the end plate 16 draw the base or
collar 21 against the outer face of said plate
and in-this manner hold the locking pin
firmly in place against any longitudinal
movement, and furthermore the shoulder 23
pressing perpendicularly against the termi-
nals 82 and 33 and to the direction of force
when applied . to the ring to separate the

parts will overcome any tendency for the *

spring member to separate and release the
pin.. Thus, it is readily seen how the catch
or clamp will hold the two ends of a chain
firmly together and prevent their separation
by any pulling .of chain unless the finger
pieces 35 are pressed together.

The width of the spring member 24 is
slightly less than the width of the opening
15 1n the body 10 and therefore this member
will fit snugly within the body without
being secured therein. It will be understood
that the parts 30 and 31 of the spring mem-
ber and their terminals 32 and 83 are of the
same width as the remainder of the strip,
the only narrow portions being the two

‘parts 28 and 29 that cross.

In using the clamp or catch, it is only
necessary to push the locking pin 18 into
the opening 17 to secure the ends of the
chain or-bracelet together, the pointed end
19 of the pin passing between the U-shaped
notches of the locking member, separate
these parts until the shoulder 23 has passed
beyond the terminal ends 82 and 33 when
the spring member will be close behind the
shoulder and lock the pin securely in place
and can only be released when the finger
pieces 35 are pressed together. '

What I claim is: :

1. A fastening device for the ends of a
chain or the like comprising a hollow body
adapted to be secured at one end to the end
of the chain, a locking pin adapted to be
secured to the other end of the chain and
having a shoulder thereon, a resilient lock-
ing member within said body having grip-
ping ends adapted to normally engage said
pin_behind the shoulder and through their
resiliency maintain engagement with the pin
for holding it within the body, and means
on said locking member projecting through
the sides of the body for operating said
gripping ends and disengaging said mem-
ber from the pin.

2. A fastening device for the ends of a
chain or the like comprising a hollow body
adapted to be secured to one end of a chain
and having an opening in the other end

communicating with the interior of the
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body, a locking pin adapted to be secured
to the other end of the chain and having a
shoulder thereon, a locking member within
said body comprising a strip of resilient
material bent upon and crossing itself and
having its ends turned toward each other
and notched to engage said pin behind the
shoulder, and manually operable means on
said locking member projecting through
slots in the body for separating the notched
ends thereof and disengaging the member
from the pin. :
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8. A clasp or catch for joining the ends of

‘a_chain comprising a hollow body having a
- Ting at one end and an opening in the oppo-

site end communieating with the interior
of the body, a locking member within said
body comprising a strip of resilient material
bent upon itself and normally bearing
against opposite sides of the body, said
doubled parts of the spring member cross-
ing each other and then extending to the
end of the body having the opening therein,
the terminals of said member being bent at
right angles and provided with notches, a
locking pin having a shoulder adapted to be
inserted in the opening in said body and be

engaged by the notched ends of the locking

member, and means on said locking pin for
the attachment of one end of a chain.

4. A catch or elasp for connecting the
ends of a chain or the like comprising a hol-
low body having a ring at one end and an
elongated opening in the other end com-
municating with the interior of the body,
a locking member within the body formed
of a strip of resilieni material bent upon
itself to form two spring parts that exiend
a determined distance toward the open end
of said body then crossed and continned to
said end, the terminals of said parts of the
spring member being bent to lie in a plane
perpendicular to the axis of the body and
having notched ends, said terminals bearing
against the inner end of the body having the
elongated opening therein, finger pieces on
each part of said locking member adapted to
project through notches in opposite sides of
the body, and a lock pin having a shoulder
adapted to be engaged by the terminal of
the locking member for holding said pin in
place.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

AUGUSTUS {. DUNKLEBERGER.

Witnesses:

Crconm, Branxensmrr,
J. O. Fremive.
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