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The invention relates to filing systems for papers, docu-
ments and the like, of the kind in which the matter to be
filed is supported vertically in pockets formed in con-
certina fashion, particularly where the matter is inserted
into and removed from the pockets in a horizontal di-
rection, but is also applicable to such systems where the
matter to be filed is inserted from above.

It is common practice to form a concertina like struc-
ture from stiff paper pockets which are joined each to the
next at the upper edges, the edge of the one pocket being
folded over and formed as a loop in cross-section around
a plain support bar while the edge of the adjacent pocket
is attached to a channel section support bar which fits
over the adjacent plain support bar and thus bring to-
gether the upper edges of adjacent pockets,

It is a disadvantage of the above and other similar con-
structions that two support members are required, and
this makes the systems expensive.

The object of the present invention is to provide a
filing system of the kind referred to which is simpler and
cheaper to manufacture than heretofore.

The invention is directed to a filing system of the sus-
pended type including a plurality of file pockets, each
pocket being defined by front and rear walls having upper
and lower edges and front and rear edges interconnected
along the lower edges thereof, the upper edge of one of
said walls being folded over to provide a first loop por-
tion extending throughout the axial extent of said wall,
fastening means adjacent each front and rear edge of
said folded over upper edge for maintaining said loop
portion with the area between said fastening means being
free, the upper edge of the other of said walls being folded
over to provide a second loop portion having a length less
than the distance between said fastening means so that
the second loop portion of a similar and adjacent pocket
may be inserted through the free area of the first loop
portion and positioned co-axially therewith to join the
pockets together, and a bar passing through said first and
second loop portions for constituting a common support
for the upper edges of adjacent pockets.

The invention still further consists in a concertina like
filing system incorporating pockets as above set forth.

The support bar for the pockets may be a simple metal
rod bent down at its ends a short distance so as to engage
over a common support member for the pockets, and pro-
vided with a crank therein for location of the loops to
prevent longitudinal displacement of the pockets in re-
lation to the rod,

The accompanying drawing shows, by way of example
only, one embodiment of the invention in which the
pockets are shown in perspective view both separated and
joined in accordance with the present invention,

Each pocket 1 includes a front wall 1a, a rear wall 1b
and means 1c interconnecting the lower edges of such
walls. The upper edge of the wall 1a is provided with
a loop 2, which is closed adjacent each front and rear
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edge by the upper edge of the material being attached to
the wall 1a thereof by hollow rivets 3. Along the upper
edge of the wall 15 there is provided a second loop 4,
which is slightly smaller. The upper edge of the pocket
having the loop 4 of less length than the edge having loop
2 g0 that it may enter the loop 2 of the adjacent pocket
between the hollow rivets 3 and be positioned such that
the two loops are co-axial thereby providing a tube into
which a support bar 5 may be inserted. The loops are
cut back on one side to facilitate the insertion of the bar.

The support bar illustrated is formed from a metal rod
bent at the ends to form hooks 6 which engage with a
common support member for the pockets at the front
and back of the file, with the rod being cranked to form
steps 7 against which the respective ends of the loops
are located to prevent longitudinal displacement of the
pockets in relation to the rod.

The pockets illustrated, being intended to be used in
a filing system in which the papers are inserted in a hori-
zontal direction from the front, the indicating tabs 8 are
provided at one front edge and are located by means of
teeth which engage in slots formed in the sides of the
pockets.

In an alternative form of construction, the support
bar may be rectangular in cross-section, and of such shape
as to hold indicating slips, and as a consequence the loops
may not be continuous throughout their length, and be
provided with an aperture through which the holding
means for the indicating slip may project or through which
the indicating slip may be seen when looking down from
above. Such an arrangement is suitable for a filing sys-
tem in which the papers are inserted and removed from
above, such as for example, when the pockets are used
in a drawer. The support bars may alternatively be made
of plastic or other suitable material as desired.

The folded over portions 9 of the pockets are provided
to reinforce the lower corners and prevent wear at this
vulnerable point.

The loops 4 are shown closed by staples 10, but other
fastening means may be provided, and other fastening
means may be provided in substitution for the rivets 3,
and the edge of the loop 4 may be left free if desired and
not fastened in any way, while other details for carrying
the invention into effect may be varied without departing
from the scope of the invention claimed.

I claim:

1. In a filing system of the suspended type, a plurality
of file pockets adapted to be interconnected in concertina
fashion, each pocket being defined by front and rear wallg
having upper and lower edges and front and rear edges,
said front and rear walls being connected along the lower
edges thereof, the upper edge of one of said walls being
folded over to provide a first loop portion extending
throughout the axial extent of said wall, fastening means
adjacent each front and rear edge of said folded over
upper edge for maintaining said first loop portion with
the area between said fastening means being free, the
upper upper edge of the other of said walls being folded
over to provide a second loop portion having a length
less than the distance between said fastening means so
that the second loop portion of a similar and adjacent
pocket may be inserted through the free area of the first
Ioop portion and positioned co-axially therewith to join
the pockets together, and a bar passing through said first
and second loop portions for constituting a common sup-
port for the upper edges of adjacent pockets,
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2. The filing system as claimed in claim 1 including 2,325,317 7/1943 Hanna . _—__ 129—16.7
fastening means adjacent each front and rear edge of said 3,037,510 6/1962 Saymon —.————w-——- 129—16.7
folded over upper edge of said other wall for maintain- FOREIGN PATENTS
ing said second loop portion. .

3. The filing system as claimed in claim 2 in which ] gﬁ’ggg %}ggg ];iilg;n
said first and second loop portions are provided on said 1,08 4:713 771954 France:
front and rear walls, respectively. 1236093 6/1960 France.
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