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(57) Abstract: A method for inspecting a semiconductor substrate constituting a liquid crystal display by reliably detecting a change
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capacitance because of the small size of the display and higher definition. The method comprises a charge
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retaining step of allowing pixel capacitors connected to pixel switches selected from among all the pixel switches connected to one
data line to retain the charge and a detecting step for simultaneously detecting the charge retained by the pixel capacitors at the charge
retaining step from the one data line.
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The technical matter makes no contribution over the prior art and
therefore cannot be a special technical feature in the meaning of PCT
Rule 13.2, second sentence.

The technical feature common to independent claims 4, 8, 12, 14,
17 and 18 relating to an apparatus is a technique of providing “vertical
scanning means” and “horizontal scanning means” to a “pixel cell driver
circuit comprising a pixel capacitor for holding image data...of a data
line and a pixel switch control line”. This technical feature is not
novel without any need to cite documents. As a result, the technical
feature makes no contribution over the prior art and therefore cannot
be a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
sentence.

The technical feature common to independent claims 12, 14 is the
technical matter of claim12. The international search has revealed that
this technical matter is not novel since it is disclosed in prior art
documents such as JP 6-250225 A (Cannon Inc.), 1994.09.09. The technical
matter makes no contribution over the prior art and therefore cannot
be a special technical feature in the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
sentence.

There is no other technical feature common to independent claims
4, 8, 12, 14, 17 and 18 and considered as a special technical feature
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, other than the
technical feature of claim 4 common to claims 4 and 8 and the technical
feature of claim 17 common to claims 17 and 18.

The method of the invention of independent claim 11 is suitable
especially for the apparatus of the invention of independent claim 12.
The method of the invention of independent claim 16 is suitable especially
for the apparatus of the invention of independent claim 17.

Consequently, no technical relationship within the meaning of PCT
Rule 13.2 between the six groups of inventions listed below can be seen.
Therefore, it appears that the claims do not satisfy the requirement
of unity of invention.

The inventions of claims 1-3
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