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This invention relates to door and WindoW 
frames and more particularly to such a frame 
simply and economically constructed in sections 
adapted to be conveniently transported and as 
Sembled in a building and, furthermore, adapt 
ed to be as conveniently disassembled in like 
manner. The invention contemplates a novel 
frame embodying four pieces adapted to be 
economically, pre-fabricated in quantity produc 
tion at the mill and transported as independent 
units to the building location. The four pieces 

O 

comprise top, side and bottom frame portions 
which are adapted to be assembled in place 
merely by first locating the top piece in place 
in the door or window opening, then placing the 
side pieces in juxtaposed relation at the ends 
of the top piece, and finally placing the bottom 
piece which serves to Wedge and hold the other 
pieces in place and form the bottom portion of 
the frame. The production of Such an improved 
construction adapted to be conveniently and 
economically manufactured, easily assembled in 
place and as easily disassembled should occasion 
require comprises the primary object of the in 
vention. 
These and other features of the invention will 

be best understood and appreciated from the 
following description of a preferred embodi 
ment thereof Selected for purposes of illustra 
tion and shown in the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a Window em 
bodying my improved frame, 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken on 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional View taken. On 
line 3-3 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary front elevation of the 
parts comprising the frame, 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation thereof, 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary plan view of the bot 

tom piece or stool of the frame, and 
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of 

the Same. 
In the drawings, IO indicates the side Wall of 

a building supported on vertical studs 2 and 
having a window opening located between the 
studs and between two horizontal headers 4 
and 5 also supported on the Studs. 
My improved window frame comprises a top 

piece 6, two side pieces 8 and a bottom piece 
or stool. 20. The top and side pieces are of 
similar construction, each preferably embodying 
a plurality of strip elements nailed or other 
Wise secured together. The top piece comprises 

15 

20 

2 5 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

a main body portion 22 having a strip 24 nailed 
to its rear face and two strips 26 and 28 nailed 
to its front face. The strips 24 and 26 project 
laterally beyond the body 22 to provide a rear 
channel 49 IOr receiving a portion of the header 
4, the header being recessed longitudinally at 
30 to receive the projecting portion of the strip 
24. The strip 26 is adapted to rest against the 
front face of the header and abut against the 
side wall () as illustrated in Fig. 2. The strip 
28 projects beyond the strip 26 to provide a 
Casing resting against the outer face of the 
Wall f. 
Each side piece f8 is of a construction similar 

to the top piece 6, each embodying a main body 
portion 32 and strips 34, 36 and 38, each stud 
being grooved at 4 to receive the projecting 
portion of the Strip 34. The ends of the top 
piece 6 and the top ends of the side pieces 8 
are mitre cut at 4 to form a tight joint when 
brought into engaging relation. The strips 28 
and 38 provide the outer casing of the frame 
and the strips 24 and 34 in like manner provide 
the inner casing of the frame. The inner 
corner portion of the bodies 22 and 32 are re 
cessed at 42 to receive the Window frame 44 
which is secured to the bodies 32 by hinges 46. 
The fourth piece 20 of my improved frame 

comprises a block or stool having end portions 
50, tapering portions 52 and an intermediate 
portion 54. The portions 52 and 54 are adapted 
to be received in the WindoW Opening between 
the studs 2, the tapering portions serving to 
wedge beneath the bottom ends of the side pieces 
8 and hold them firmly in contact with the top 

portion 6 and the shoulders provided by the 
ends of the intermediate portion 54 being adapt 
ed to engage the side pieces and hold then out 
Wardly in contact with the studs 2. The por 
tion 54 forms the bottom part or stool of the 
frame and its front casement portion is tapered 
at 56 to form the sill. 

It is believed that the simplicity and advan 
tages of my improved frame will be readily ap 
parent. The pieces 6 and 8 are conveniently 
adaptable to mass production in long strips 
from which the frame lengths can be mitre cut 
severed to provide the joints at 4 and the pieces 
20 can be likewise formed either in One piece or 
in pieces comprising the three elements 54, 56 
and the base portion. The four pieces compris 
ing the frame are adapted to be transported as 
independent units to the place of use where they 
are assembled in the building opening merely 
by first placing the top piece 6, then the two 
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side pieces 8 and lastly the base piece 20 which 
Wedges and holds the other pieces in place. 
The piece 20 can be nailed in place or it can be 
Secured by other suitable means. When as 
sembled, the four units form a complete frame 
including the marginal casings and sill. If oc 
casion requires, the entire assembly can be read 
ily disassembled intact merely by removing the 
bottom piece which selves to hold the units in 
assembled relation. 

Having thus described my invention What I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States is: 

1. A prefabricated sectional frame for doors 
and Windows, comprising one top and two side 
units adapted to fit the housing structure at the 
edges of a frame receiving opening, the ends of 
the top Unit and One end of each side unit being 
miter cut to slide freely into tight frame form 
ing contact at the top end of the opening, and 
a base unit freely slidable laterally into frame 
forming position beneath the bottom ends of 
the side units, the base unit having an inter 
mediate portion forming the sill of the frame 
and adapted to engage and hold the side units 
in Spaced relation and having end politions con 
Structed to Wedge beneath the bottom ends of 
the side units and hold the miter cut ends in 
frame forming contact when the bottom piece is 
slid laterally into the frame forming position. 

2. A prefabricated sectional frame for doors 
and windows, comprising top and side pieces 
each embodying two strip-like elements extend 
ing longitudinally of the piece and secured in 
spaced relation to a body located therebetween 
and providing outer and inner casings, the ele 
ments projecting laterally beyond the body and 
providing therebetween and therealong a chan 
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nel the width of said body adapted to receive 
and fit over the housing structure at the edges 
of a frame receiving opening, the ends of the 
top piece and adjacent ends of the side pieces 
being miter cut to a relation permitting the 
side pieces to slide longitudinally into tight 
frame forming contact with the top piece, and a 
botton piece freely slidable laterally into frame 
forming position beneath the bottom ends of the 
side pieces, the bottom piece having an inter 
mediate portion forming the sill of the frame 
and having end portions constructed to wedge 
beneath the bottom ends of the side pieces and 
hold the miter cut ends in tight frame forming 
contact when the bottom piece is slid laterally 
into the frame forming position. 

3. In combination with a frame opening em 
bodying tWO vertical Studs and two horizontal 
headers all in frame forming relation at the 
borders of the opening, a sectional frame com 
prising a top piece recessed rearwardly there 
along and embracing therein a portion of the 
top header, two side pieces recessed rearwardly 
therealong and embracing portions of the studs, 
and a bottom piece having lateral sliding con 
tact with the bottom header and having wedge 
shaped end portions Wedged beneath the bottom 
ends of the side pieces and holding them in 
frame forming contact With the top piece at 
their adjacent ends and having an intermediate 
portion forming the sill of the frame, said wedge 
shaped end portions tapering in Wardly in a 
direction causing them to Wedge and hold the 
side pieces in said contact with the top piece 
when the bottom piece is slid laterally inward 
of the opening to frame forming position. 

SPENCER. E. COWBOURNE. 


