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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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PNEU MATIC DES PATCH TUBE. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs F. PIKE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Philadel 
phia, in the county of Philadelphia and State 

5 of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Pneumatic-Despatch 
Tubes, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention has relation to pneumatic 

Io despatch tubes, and it is especially adapted 
to those cases where it becomes necessary to 
cross a bridge or other structure where a 
swaying or vibratory motion is caused by ex 
pansion and contraction due to the varying 

t5 changes of temperature, the force of the wind, 
or travel across and upon it. The swinging 
and vibratory motion due to these causes ren 
ders the use of rigid tubes not only most dif 
ficult, but also thoroughly impracticable. 
My invention has for its object the pro 

duction of a flexible pneumatic-despatch tube 
that will render these objections nugatory 
and permit of the commercial use of a pneu 
matic-despatch-tube system that can be laid 

25 across and upon any bridge or other struc 
ture where such a swaying or vibratory mo 
tion may be present. 
My invention accordingly consists in the 

combinations, constructions, and arrange 
ments of the parts, as hereinafter are more 
fully described in the specification and point 
ed out in the claim. 
Reference is had to the accompanying draw 

ings, wherein 
Figure lis a cross-section of the tube. Fig. 35 

2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal horizontal sec 

tion of the tube. Figs. 4 and 5 are modifica 
tions. 
The tube may be of any configuration de 

sired and is constructed of metallic rings a, 
provided with a trackway a'. To lighten the 
metallic rings a and reduce the weight of the 
tube, a portion of said rings is cut away, as 
shown at a, leaving the space abetween ad- 45 
jacent rings. (See Figs. 2 and 3.) The rings 
form a continuous metallic trackway for the 
carrier and are held in position by the cov 
ering b, which is composed of rubber or other 
flexible material to allow the tube to adjust 5o 
itself to the irregularities or vibratory mo 
tion of bridges or other structures over or 
upon which it is laid. 
The ends of the tube-sections are enlarged, 

as shown at b'b', Fig. 2, and fit into the re- 55 
cesses c' c' of the flanges c. c. The flange c is 
made in two parts and placed on the end of 
the tube-sections and secured thereto by 
means of the bolts dd. The trackway a may 
be a raised trackway a' and the metallicrings 
be formed in two sections, as shown in Fig. 
4. The rings may also be of a dovetailed 
shape, as shown in Fig. 5, to allow the cov 
ering to more firmly hold them in position. 
Having thus described my invention, what 65 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
A pneumatic-despatch tube composed of 

metallic rings provided with a trackway and 
a flexible covering, substantially as set forth. 7o 

CHARLES F. PIKE. 
Witnesses: 

JNO. E. PARKER, 
JNO. STEELE. 

  


