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Matter enclosed in heavy brackets £ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; maiter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A wearing apparel is disclosed having a body portion
in the region of the waistline to just below the hips com-
prising a front panel and e rear panel with seams con-
necting the front and rear panels together along the sides
thereof extending from the waistline o below the hips.
The front panel has an inner front panel of elasticized
material extending across the back thercof, said inner
front panel of elasticized material extending from the
weisiline to just below the hips and being sewn along
its sides under transverse tension to the back of the front
panel. An inner rear panel of elasticized material extends
across the back of the rear panel, the rear panel also ex-
tendiag from the waistline 10 just below the hips and being
sewn while under transverse fension to the back of the
rear panel and down along the sides thereof.

——— A ——

This iavention relates to a wearing apparel and, in
particular, to an improved apparel construciion in the
region of the body portion from the waistline to the hips.

Recent trends in the design and construction of wear-
ing apparel, such as skirts and trousers, have been in the
direciion of emphasizing slender lines. Generally, such
constructions have involved the use of the tapering line.
In the case of trousers or slacks, whether worn by men or
women, this has been achieved by narrowing and tapering
the depending leg portions down to the region of the
anklcs, removing pleats, etc. While such constructions
have had a marked effect on current wearing apparel de-
sign, little has been done in the way of producing a slen-
der line effect in the body portion of the garment in the
region bounded by the waistline and hips without sacrific-
ing comfort. This has been responsible in large measure
for discouragirg many women from wearing slacks.

It is thus an object of my invention to provide an im-
proved wearing apparel construction having as its purpose
to impart a slender appearance to the body in the region
of the waistline to the hips,

Another object is to provide a pair of trousers charac-
terized by a construction in the region of the waistline
to the hips which not only confers a slender look to the
body but also elasticaily supports and slenderizes portions
of the human anatomy such as the abdomen just above
the pelvic region and/or the anatomy in the region of the
buitocks.

A still further object is to provide a wearing apparel
construction characterized in the region of the waistline
by a droppable front flap portion which facilitates the
dressing and undressing of said apparel.

These and other objects will more clearly appear when
considered in the light of the following description and
the accompanying drawing, wherein:

FIG. 1is a front view perspective of one embodiment
of my invention showing the front flap portion at the
waistline in the dropped position;

[+

10

4«

45

50

55

60

2

FIG, 2 is like FIG. 1 except the front flap is shown
in the secured up position;

FIG. 3 depicts a side elevation partially broken away
of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a partial front perspective with the front of
the trousers removed to show the details of construction
in the inside of the back portion of the trousers in the
region of the waistline and the buttocks;

FIG. 5 is a parlial perspective looking from the back
side of the trousers with the back side removed showing
thz details of construction of the inside portion of the
front panel of the trousers;

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal section of the back side of the
trousers taken along line 6—6 of FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary longitudina! section of the
front side of the trousers taken along line 7—7 of FIG. 5;

FIG. B is an enlarged horizontal scclion looking from
thz top taken along line 8—8 of FIG. 4; and

F1G. 9 is an enlarged horizontal section looking from
the top taken along line $—9 of FIG. 5.

It will be appreciated that while the novel construc-
tion of my invention is illusirated as applied to trousers,
it is advantageously useful for feminine wearing apparel
such as skirts, as well as male and female trousers, includ-
ing knee britches, shorts, jedphurs, slacks and the like.

In accordance with my invention, I provide an improved
body construction for wearing apparel having a body por-
tion in the region of the waisiline to just below the hips.
Broadly speaking, the body portion comprises a front
panel and a rear panel connected together via scams along
the sides thercof cxtending from the waistline to below
the hips as is commonly employed in the manufacture of
trouscrs. But here the similarity stops in that with regard
to the front panel T provide a droppable front fiap which
commences as part of the waistline inwardly from the
sides thereof in the region mear the mid-portion and
diverges downwardly and outwardly along a line which
is connected on each side thereof (somewhat like a trape-
zoid) to side plackets of the front panel, each side of
the droppable front flap terminating outwardly at just
below the hips. The advantage of this construciion is that
the garment, be it a pair of trousers or the like, can be
easily slipped on even though it is designed to fit the body
very snugly, the downwardly diverging lines of the flap
having a tendency of impariing a slender appearance to
the body.

In its preferred aspecis, an ianer fron pancl of clasti-
cized material or fabric is connected to the inside or inner
fuce of the front flap by means of a scam along the waist-
line and along the connccling sides of the flap, the elasti-
cized material being free transversely along the bottom
of the flap. The width of the elasticized material (to be
described later) is proporiioned to be lsss than that of
the flap so as to provide some tension against the body
of the wearer at and above the pelvic region and to add
to the slenderizing effect. As a further feature, elasticized
material or fabric may be employed as an inner rear
penel so as to apply icnsion across the buttocks of the
body in further imparting a slenderizing effect in keeping
with the front flap construction.

Referring fo the various figures of the drawing which
depicl one embodiment of my invention as applied to a
garment shown in this case as a sct of trousers, FIGS. 1
and 2 showing a front perspective with the front flap
dropped (FIG. 1). As shown in FIG. 2, the body por-
tion is designated generally by the numeral 10 having
depending leg portions 11 and 12. The body portion ex-
tends {rom the waistline 13 to just below the hips at about
14L and 14R and comprises a front panel 15 and a rear
panel 16 connccted together via seams §7 and 18 along
the sides of the garment extending from the waistline to
below the hips.
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The front panel has a droppable flap 19 connected to
substantinlly triangularly shaped side plackets 20 and
21 along lines 22 and 23, for example by means of zip-
pers 24, it being understood that any connecting means
may be employed. As will be noted, the upper edge 25
of the flap forms part of the waistline and is connected
1o the other parls of the waistline by means of connecta-
Blz wings 285a and 25b located inwardly of the side
exiremiitcs of the waist, the sides 22 and 23 of the flap
diverging downwarly and outwardly and terminating
to just below the hips as at 14L and 14R, respectively.
As shown in FIG. 1, the wings are provided with button
holes for connection with corresponding buttons on the
waistline. As will be observed from FIG. 2, the diverging
lines also help to convey a slender appearance to the
garment.

As stated hereinabove, it is preferred that the garment
have in combination with the body portion, for example
with the flap, an inner panel support of elasticized ma-
terial or fabric. This is shown by the cross hatching in
back of the dropped flap in FIG. 1 and in more detail
in FIG. 5 which is a rear view of the front panel with
the rear panecl removed. Here the inner panel support
sewed to the back of the front flap is shown as a
kind of girdle construction 26 of elasticized material
following the substantially trapezoidal contour of the flap
and being sewn thereto as shown along the upper edge
of the front wristline and down along the diverging sides
of the flap, the bottom edge 27 (note also FIG. 2) of the
front inner pancl support running transversely and freely,
that is unconnected, from one side of the front panel
to the other, except preferably for an anchoring point
28 slightly below the hip line or approximately {wo or
three inches above the crotch 29. As shown in FIG. 7,
which is a longitudinal section taken along line 717,
the elasticized inner panel or girdls construction 26 hangs
slightly apart from the material of the flap, FIG. 7 being
exageerated for purposes of clarily. In sewing the elasti-
cized material along the top and two side edges to the
hack of the flap, the transverse width of the elasticized
material is shorter than that of the flap. This is done
by sewing the elasticized material to the back of the
flap while it is stretched. This is shown somewbhat dia-
grammatically in the cross section of FIG. 9 taken along
line 9—9 of FIG. 5. Note that the width of inner panel
26 is shorter than the width of flap 19 at the region
sectioned. When the garment is worn, the inner front
panel stretches and accommodates and  supports the
ahdomen above the pelvic region. This helps in further
conveying the appearance of a flat slender look.

In sewing the elasticized material to the back of the
front flap, the amount to which the elastic material is
ctretched before it is sewn in place varies from the top
of the flap to the bottam. Referring to FIG. 5, the total
width W, of the elastic material near the top of the flap
hefore it is sewed in place may, for example, be one-
quarter less than the width of the flap material, while
the width W, of the elastic material near the bottom of
the flap may be one and one-half inches less than that
of the flap. Because the width of the flap varies from
the top to the bottom, the amount of stretch before sew-
ing is preferably varied accordingly to achieve the de-
sired girdle effect. As a rule of thumb, the transverse
stretch may vary one-eight of an inch per inch of flap
measured along the sides from the top to the bottom.
Thus, assuming a fiap length of about twelve inches
along the diverging side, the total transverse stretch at
the bottom before sewing would be approximately ome
and one-half inches. Putting it another way, the width
of elasticized inner panel at the bottom of the flap should
be about one and one-half inches less than that of the
flap. Thus, by tranversely stretching the inner panel
from the top to the bottom, with the stretch increasing
substantially proportiopately to a width of the flap, a
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fairly uniform tension is assured throughcut the inner
panel.

With regard to the rear panel, I also prefer that it
have an inner panel of elasticized material or fabric sewn
to it at the inner face thereof in order to support and
streamline the body in the general area of the buttock.
Referring to FIG. 4, which is a view of the rear inner panel
of the rear pane! of the garment with the front panel cut
away, the clasticized material 30 is indicated in cross
hatched lines, the material being sewn along the top of
the waist 13 as shown by dotted lines 31 and also vertically
along the sides 32 and 33, as well as vertically down the
middle of the rear panel at 34. The bottom 35 is similarly
unconnected and runs tranversely and freely across the
garment just below the hips from one side to the other.
In eflect, the elasticized inner rear panel may comprise
two sections, one bounded by seams 31, 32 and 34 and
the other by seams 31, 33 and 34.

The width of the elasticized rear inner panel in the
unstretched condition is less than that of the rear outer
penel to which it is sewn in the stretched condition, the
amount of streich of the inner panel as sewn being great-
er where the width of the outer panel is greater as de-
scribed for the front inner panel. As a rule of thumb,
the width near the waist is about one-quarter inch less
than the rear panel and graduaily decreases to one and
a half inch less at the bottom approximately near the
region of the hips. In other words, the rear inner panel
will follow the contour of the body. The rear inner
panel hangs slightly away from the rear outer panel as
shown in FIG. 6 which is a section taken longitudinally
along line 6—6 of FIG. 4, However, the space is filled
out when the garment is wora. FIG. 8 depicts scme-
what diagrammatically a horizontal section taken through
line 8—8 of FIG. 4 showing the difference in width be-
tween rear inner panel 30 of elasticized material and
rear outer panel 15 of the garment, with the two panels
joined at seams 32 and 33 at the sides and scam 34 at
the middle.

By combining a built-in girdle construction with the
novel flap construction provided by the invention in the
preferred form shown in the drawing, the slender look
is maximized in the region of the waist to the hips. The
novel flap consiruction in the front, particularly where
the trousers are snug fitting, allows for ease of dressing
and undressing. By employing a front girdle construc-
tion as described in combination with the flap, clean
lines are assured in the region of the crotch and in the
pelvic region without bunching-up of the outer fabric,
thus giving the effect of a flat abdomen. Likewise, by
employing a back girdle construction as described in
combination with the rear panel, clean lines are assured
in the region of the buttecks with bunching-up of mate-
rial greatly minimized.

I find that my novel garment construction is applicable
to regular fabrics as well as stretchable fabrics. For
example, the outer front and back panels including the
whole garment may be made of stretchable fabric. In
that case, the elasticized girdle material may have a
greater resistance to stretch than the outer panels so
as to provide a main support to the body.

Summarizing my invention, I provide a wearing ap-
parel, such as a pair of trousers, comprising a body por-
tion in the region of the walistline to just below the hips

5 wherein I employ an improved body pertion construction

which comprises a front panel and a rear panel connected
together via seams along the side thercof extending
from the waistiine to belew the hips, the front panel being
formed of a droppable flap and side plackets, the drop-
pable flap having a connectable waist portion at its upper
edge forming part of the waistline. The flap is somewhat
trapezoidal in shape and is conncctable along each side
therecf to a corresponding placket, the sides of the flap
connectable to the plackets diverging downwardly and
outwardly from the front of the waistline and terminating



at the sides of the body
preferred embodiment, t

portion of the apparel, In the
he apparel or trousers has an
inner front panel of elasticized material combined with
the back of the droppable flap, the inner front panel being
sewn while under transverse tension to the back of the
flap along the waistline and down along the diverging
sides to the region of the hips, In addition, the inner
panel is further anchored to the front panel at g point
above the crotch,

Although the present invention has been described in
conjunction with preferred embodiments, it i5 to be
understood that modifications and variations may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as these skilled in the art will readily under-
stand. Such modifications and variations are considered
to be within the purview and scope of the invention and
the appended claims.
What is claimed is:
1. In a pair of frou

S€ls comprising a body portion in
the region of the waj

stline to just below the hips and
having two legs depending therefrom, an improved body
portion construction which comptises, a front panel and
a rear panel, seams connecting said front and rear panels
together along the sides thereof extending from the waist-
line to below the hips, said front panel being formed of
a droppable flap and unconcealed side plackets, each of
said unconcealed side plackets comprising a substantially
triangularly shaped piece having a substantially vertical
edge connected by a seam to and along the sides of the
trousers, an edge connected by a seam to the waistline,
and an edge diverging downwardly and outwardly at an

having a connectable waist

forming part of the waistline
ing means along each side t
connecting means of e
connecting sides of said
commencing inw.
the region near t
ing downwardly

portion at its upper edge
, said flap having connect-
hereof associated with the
ach corresponding placket, the
flap and said unconcealed plackets
ardly from the sides of said trouser in
he midportion of the waistline and diverg-
and outwardly together from the waist-
line and terminating at the sides of the body portion of
said apparel, an inner front panel of elasticized material
combined with the back of said droppable flap, said inner
front panel of elasticized material being sewn under
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transverse tension to the buck of said flap along ihe waist
roriion, down along the diverging sides and anchored at
a point above the crotch, and an inner rear panel of
elasticized material combined with the back of said
rear panel, said inner resr panel being sewn while under
transverse tension to the back of the rear panel along
the waistline, down zlong the sides of the rear panel and
down the middle of the rear pane! from the waistline (o
the regicn of the croteh, said unconcealzd trisngular
plackets being shaped to follow the comtour of the body
from the midportion of the waistline whereby to effect a
clean s'im line in cooperation with the flap.

2. Ina wearing apparel comprising a bodv portion in
the region of the waistline io just below the hips, an
inproved body portion consiruction which comprises, a
front panel and a rear pancl, seams conncelivg said front
aind rear panels together along the sides thereof extend-
ing frem the waistiine to below the hips, saig front pane!
having an inner front pane} of elasticized muterial ex-
tending across the inner face thereof, soid inper frong
rarel of elasticized material extendipg from the waistline
to below the hips and being sewn wnder ransverse ten-
sion, along its sides ro the inner fuce of said front panel
and an inner rear paniel of elasticized materiai oxtend-

of said reay panst, said inner

ing across the inner side

rear panel extending from the waistline to below the hips
and being sewn while under transverse tension to the bhack
of the rear panel down along substantially the sides of
the rear pasiel,

3. The wearing apparel of
frent panel of elasticized material is anchored to the
fron: panel in the region of the crotch,

4. The wearing apparel of claim 3 wherein the inner
rear pancl of elasticized material is sewn to and sup-
stantially down the middle of the rear panel while tnder
transverse tension,

claim 2 wherein the initer
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