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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WALTER S. FIENDREN, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Nicholasville, in the county of 
Jessamine and State of Kentucky, have in 
vented new and useful Improvements in 
Coin-Controlled Apparatus, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to coin-controlled 

apparatus and particularly to an automatic 
checking cabinet, the object of the inyen 
tion being to provide a device of this char 
acter which may be used in public places 
such as theaters, dance-halls or the like and 
to provide novel coin-controlled mechanism 
which operates upon the introduction of a 
coin to open or release the door of the in 
closure, means being provided whereby upon 
such operation the operator will receive a 
slug which may be deposited in the appa 
ratus to release the door or closure from the 
lock mechanism thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a latch mechanism, a slug receptacle, 
an ejecting element for the slug and to so 
arrange such elements that upon insertion of 
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the coin the ejecting element will be actu 
ated to discharge the slug onto the latch 
mechanism to operate such mechanism and 
to release the same from the closure or door 
and to permit the slug to be discharged 
from said mechanism to the operator of the 
device, the latch mechanism being of a con 
struction whereby upon insertion thereof 
into the apparatus when the operator de 
sires to remove the checked articles the slug 
will be automatically delivered to its initial 
position for further immediate operation. 

In the drawings, forming a portion of 
this specification and in which like numerals 
of reference indicate similar parts in the 
several views:-Figure 1 is a front eleva 
tion of my improved checking cabinet. Fig. 
2 is a similar view on an enlarged scale 
showing parts broken away to clearly illus 
trate the invention. Fig. 3 is a detail per 
spective view of the door of the inclosure. 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing 
the latch member operated to discharge the 
slug to the receptacle therefor. 
My improved automatic checking cabinet 

consists preferably of one or more inclosures, 
as shown at Ain Fig. 1 of the drawings. 
Each inclosure is provided with a hingedly 
mounted door or closure 1 on which is se 
cured a keeper 2 to be engaged by the latch 

3 on the door frame. This latch is pivoted, 
as shown at 4, between the walls of a slot 5 
which latter is suitably formed to permit 
the desired swinging movements of the 
latch. 
The latch is formed to provide a slug 

actuated portion 6 which extends into the 
slug chute 7 at a point immediately above 
the slug-receiving pocket 8. This pocket 
is formed in the lower wall of a passage 9 
in the lock mechanism, and as shown, at 
one end it opens directly into the slug chute 
7 and at the opposite end it opens into the 
coin chute 10. An ejecting element 11 is 
pivoted, as shown at 12, between the walls 
of the passage 9. This ejecting element is 
provided with an ejecting 
is formed to engage the edge portion of the 
slug 14. The element is also formed to pro 
vide a finger 15 which extends directly into 
the coin chute 10 to be disposed directly in 
the path of movement of the coin. The 
upper Wall of the passage 9 is flared up 
Wardly toward the slug chute, as shown at 
16, for a purpose to be hereinafter de 
scribed. 
The latch 3 is operatively connected by 

means of a rod or link 17 with an actuating 
element 18, the same being arranged below 
the pocket 8 and immediately beneath the 
actuating element 6 as shown particularly in 
Fig. 2 of the drawing. The latch member 
is normally engaged with the keeper 2 on 
the closure 1 to hold the said closure against 
the tension of a leaf spring or similar elastic 
element 19 on the door frame. This spring 
is constructed so that its free end bears 
against a projection 20 on the door, the office 
of the Spring being to move the door to a 
partly open position immediately upon re 
lease of the latch 3 from the keeper. 
The coin and slug chutes herein described 

open at their upper ends directly in front 
of the casing of the door and in positions to 
permit the convenient insertion of the coin 
and slug respectively. At the bottom of the 
chute 10 is arranged a suitable coin-recep 
tacle 21 and at the bottom of the chute 7 is 
arranged a pocket or trough 22 into which 
the slug 14 will be discharged and positioned 
for convenient reach by the operator of the 
apparatus. 
In operation of the improved coin-con 

trolled apparatus, assuming the door 1 to be 
in a closed position, a dime or coin of a 
certain denomination is inserted in the coin 

60 

65 

70 

finger 13 which 
75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 

10 



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

2 

chute 10 where it will be permitted to travel 
without interruption until it contacts with 
the actuating portion 15 of the ejecting ele 
ment. This ejecting element will be then 
moved to cause the check 14 to be discharged 
into that portion of the chute 7 between the 
actuating elements 6 and 18. In downward 
movement of the slug it will be caught by 
the actuating element 18, moving the latter 
to a position to release the latch 3 from the 
keeper 2 as will be understood. After the 
actuating element has been moved to a po 
sition to cause the portion 23 thereof to lie 
against the flared wall 2 of the chute 7 the 
slug will be free to travel further in a down 
ward direction for final discharge into the 
trough or pocket 22, whereupon, it may be 
taken by the operator of the apparatus. 
After the operator has inserted the articles 
to be checked in the cabinet the door is 
moved to a closed position, whereupon, un 
der weight of the link or rod 17 the latch 
member will be held engaged with the 
keeper 2 until the insertion of the slug 14. 
After the check 14 has been inserted in the 
chute 7 it will fall downwardly therein to 
engage the actuating element 6 to cause the 
latch 3 to be again disengaged from its 
keeper. The actuating element 6 is so formed 
that it will act as a guide to direct the de 
posited check into the pocket 8 for further 
operation of the apparatus. 

It will of course be understood that the 
respective compartments of the cabinet 
shown in Fig. 1 will be marked and that the 
slugs 14 to control the latch mechanism will 
be correspondingly marked. It may also be 
stated that it is desirable to construct the 
slugs differently, that is each slug will either 
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be of a different weight or of a certain con 
figuration so that it will only operate in a 
slug-receiving chute of a design conforming 
with that particular slug. The door of 
each inclosure is formed with a transparent 
panel so as to indicate to the customer just 
which compartments are occupied. It will 
of course be understood that the slugs may 
each be of the same weight but of a con 
figuration of any approved well known con 
struction to correspond with similar es 
cutcheons, this being desirable so that one 
holding a check for a certain inclosure could 
not operate the lock mechanism of any other 
inclosure with the check in his possession. 
I claim :- 
The combination with the Swinging clo 

sure of a receptacle, of a keeper on the re 
ceptacle, a lower pivoted actuating element 
on the closure, a latch member disposed 
above the actuating element and engaging 
the keeper to hold the closure against open 
ing, the said latch member having an actu 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

ating portion disposed immediately above 
the said actuating element and located in 
spaced relation thereto, and a rod pivotally 
connected at its ends with the latch member 
and actuating element respectively and op 
erating when the actuating portion of the 
latch member and the actuating element are 
depressed to move the latch to a released position from the keeper. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WALTER. S. HENDREN. 

Witnesses: 
C. A. KNIGHT, 
DAN P. HEMPHILL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, i. C.’ 
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