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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

HARRIETT H. COOMBS,

OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK:

GARM ENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 675,198, dated May 28, 1901.
Application filed October 13,1899, Serial No. 783,494, (No fnodel)

o all whom it may contern:

Beit known that I, HARRIETT H. COOMBES, a
citizen of the Unlted States,residing at Br ook-
lyn, in the city and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Garments; and I do hereby declare

the foliowing to bea full, clear, and exact de-

scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which itappertains
to make and use the same.

This invention relates to anew and useful
improvement in garments; and- its object,
among other things, is to provide a one-piece
garment which will have every appearance
of being formed of a separate skirt and waist,
to employ a seam of specml construction for
joining the waist and skirt in one piece, and
for utilizing said seam as a casing for a lac-
ing-string.

In one-piece garments heretofore made it
has been the custom to cut the front portion

, in one piece, the necessary gathers ‘being
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taken in at the neek and bust. It is gener-
ally desirable to construct a garment Wlth the
front of the waist as full and puffy as possi-
ble; but heretofore the amount of such full-
ness has been limited in view of the fact that
the same is carried down the front of the skirt,
which feature is very detrimental to the ap-
pearance of the garment.and does not permit
it to hang or set properly

It is well known that all dresses are now

formed with the skirt-front as-plain as possi--

ble and with all the fullness, if any, at the

back and sides. This result has hitherto
been difficult of attainment in one-piece gar-
ments.

The term *‘one-piece garment” as used
herein is not to be construed as actually mean-
ing that the different partsof the garment are
bulltup out of one piece of fabrlc but, on the
contrary, comprise separate part ts secmed to-
gether at the waist-line.

The invention also consists in the novel
constructions and combinations of parts here-
inafter more fully deseribed and claimed, and
illnstrated in the accompanying drawings,
showingthe prefrered form of my invention,
and in which—

Figure 1is a view of a garment embodying
my mventlon, and Kig. 2 is a similar view

showing the garment opened. Fig. 3isaplan
view of a section of the garment prior to the
formation of the casing, and Fig. 4 is a sec-
tion through the casing.

Referring to said figures by letters of ref-
erence, A is a waist which is suitably gathered
at the bottom atthe desired points,asin front,
and B is the skirt, which is smooth in front,
as shown. These two portions of the gar-
ment after being properly formed are then
sowed together at their adjacent edges in a
special manner. One of the edges, as C, is
doubled forward upon itself and adapted to
hook upon the other rearwardly - doubled
edge D. Stitches are then sewed along the
smooth edges, E and F showing one on the
inner side and the other on the outer side of
the garment, these-stitches and the doubled
portion of the skirt and waist forming a cas-
ing for the reception of a suitable lacmg*
string, as G. By this construction it will be
seen that a one-piece garment is obtained in
which the front of the waist may be formed

_of gathered or plaited material,while the ad-

jacent portion of the skirt is smooth.

By means of the string or strings G the gar-
mentcan be adjusted to the girth of the wearer
without producing excessive fullness in the
skirt-front, such as has heretofore marred the
appearance of this style of garment. Also
by forming the casing within the seam be-
tween the two parts A and B the gathering
thereof by the string will be at the waist-line
at all times, thus obviating the annoyance,
d&e., oftentimes occasioned by misplacing the

_casing when sewed to’ the garment, as here-

tofore.

A belt, as H,may be worn ‘with the garment
to coneeal the stitches at the point of june-
ture between the two parts, thereby giving

‘the garment the exact appearance of a two-

piece suit and making it equally adapted for
house or street wear.

By dividing the garment at the waist-line
in front I am enabled to so shape the skirt
portion that it will fit closely and smoothly in
front without in any degree diminishing the
fullness of the waist portion. In this way I
provide a one-piece garment which closely
simulates a two-piece suit. Furthermore,
the present construction prevents the mis-
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placing of the casing, as often occurs when it
is formed separately, destroying the fit of the
garment.

It will be seen that a garment made in ac-
cordance with my invention will not possess
theundesirable fullness inthe skirtand that a
large percentage of the material will be saved.

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preferred form of my invention; but I do
not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages thereof, and I therefore reserve
the right to make such changes as fairly fall
within the scope of my invention.

675,198 .

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I therefore claim as new, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

A one-piece garment divided in front to
form skirt and waist portions, the edges of
said waist and skirt portions being bent back
on themselves and overlapped so as to inter-
lock and form a casing for a lacing-string.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HARRIETT II. COOMBS.

Witnesses:
RoBERT E. LOWE,
MARGARET A. FITZGERALD.
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