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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josera Corw, resid-
ing in the city, county, and State of New
York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Self-Fitting Skirts,
of which the following is a qpeuhcatlon.

This invention relates to a self- adjusting
skirt, and the particular sbject sought to be
attained is to provide a skirt w ith means
formed adjacent the hip and waist portions
whereby it will fit snugly and smoothly to
g variety -of sizes of figures, and further, to
so shape and form certain parts at the hips,
that when the ckirt is applied, it will assume
a graceful and stylish curve or dip in ltn
torward portion.

A further object is to give such character
to the hip parts mentioned, that the curve
or dip at the front will be automatically in-
creased to an zq':px":vpriute degree, and with-
out tendency to wrinkle, in cases where a
skirt of a given size 1s Appned to a rela-
tively Ial‘au' figure, whereby te improve the
stylish appearance and set of the skirt on
such larger figure,

Other Ol)j(’(tb and aims of the invention,
more or less broad than those stated above,
together with the advantages inherent. will
be in part obvious and 1 part specifieally
referred to in the course of the following
dusonphon; and the scope of protection con-
templated appear In the clabm.

In the accompanying drawing, wherein is
lustrated a merely preferved form of the
invention; Fignre 1 18 a elevational
view of a portion of a figure having a skirt,
constructed 1n accordance with this inven-
tion, fitted thereto; Fig. 2 1s an enlavged
detail view of one of the side gussets em-

side

ployed. i!iustrating the same 1n its non-
extended, or normal condition: Fig. 3 1s ¢

diagrammatic view, developed from Fig. 2,
lllustmhng, in heavv dotted lme the nor-

mal position of the ‘parts as in Fig. 2, and
llustrating, in full lines, the pe osition of the
parts when applied to a figure, the ilus-
trated relative movement of pfnt% being
further agrrravated when the skirt is applied

to p rel ‘i\'dm\f larger figure: Fig. 4 is a ver-
tical, detail, sectional view tu!
plaue of line IV—IV of Fig. 2: and ig. 5
is a top edge view of ihqt portion of “the
skivt to w h'(*h the gusset is applied.
Referring to the drawings by numerals,
1 mdua(c a skirt of ordinary form having

relatively 3111110hf vertical seams 2 for i join-_
ts varions gores 3, and having’

ing tom‘{h(‘

et on the 5

pltfé‘l 1b1v a bavl pla cket 4 for the usual

purpose. ‘T'be waist-band & ha\ purtmm cut
therefrom at opposite sides. and the skirt
has cut out pnrtmm mim'dvm‘ with the
cut-away portions of the walst-band. The
openings thus formed in the SA]It may be
cutlined, along the front side, by the rela-
tively nmmah} straight edge 6 of one of
the seains 2, and, at the back and bottom, by
an increasingly curved line 7 extending
downwardly from the waist-band and merg-
mg into the straight edge 6 of the seam 2 at
a point well down over the hips as at 8.
The greater portion of the line or edge 7 s
»ubxtlmtnl]v paraliel, rmfler normal condi-
tions. with the st ige 6 of the seam,
though 1t may, interfering ma-

without
Lmtu with the wsefulness of the skirt,

its upper end brought nedver-to or
farther hmn the &l“wmt m!"e 6. No por-
t1on of the odee T assumes a Ir-h(nf‘ hori-
zontal position. that is to say, that From the
point 8 it geduelly curves upwardly, In
this cut -awar portion, thus outlined, and
attached to the maferial baunding the same,
o section or gtivset of jersey or other soft

have

phable matevial 9 Uhe” upper edge of the
gusset 1s cut straight with -lUe waist-band

and 1s preferably twrmed back upon itself
as at 10 and stitched by a double row of
Qtitchincr 11 to a =evercd length of elastic
tape 12, The opposite ends of the elastic
are fixedly connected iu the adjacent end
portions of the waist-hband as at 13. The
lapping portion 10 of the gusset serves to
veinforce the elastic 12, It is preferably
stitehed to the elastic while sald elastic is
in an extended condition so that In use, it is
quite full, exvept when the skirt is applied
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to an exceptionally largs figure. This full-
ness being soft, however, does not interfere
with the set and appearance of the skirt in
any way, the pliable material merely serv-
ing to fill, or close, the otherwise open space.
Assuming the skirt to be applied to a
figure of a size requiring no distention of
the elastic 12, (& condition which is not in-
tended shall occur in practice); the parts
will stand in the position shown in Fig.. 2,
wherein the straight edge 6 of the side spam
2 is substantially vertical. The frount por-
tion of the skirt, under this condition, would
hang straight down without any dip or in-
ward curve whatever. An important fea-
ture of this invention, however, is that no
special provision need be made in the design
of the pattern of the skirt for producing a
properly proportioned curve, or dip, when
the skirt is draped upon the body of the
wearer. ! ,
Suppose now the skirt be applied to a
figure requiring a slight distention of the
elastic 12; the upper portions of the edge
6, and of the edge 7 will be separated, the
edge 6 will be bowed backwardly into a
graceinl curve by the connection af point 8
and the graduaily diminishing pull oeca-
sioned by the upward curvature of the edge
7 upon said point and adjacent material.
The intermediate portion of the edge 7 will
be drawn backwardly to permit a backWward

movement of the hip portion of the rear of |
the skirt for accommodating the increased

size of the figure.. AN positive and fixed
points of pull are eliminated by the godpera-
tion of the curved edge 7, and the expansion
of the skirt is accomplished ~witheus pro-
ducing any unsightly wrinkles in the mate-
rial of the skirt. The rearward movement
of the peint 8, with the diminishing pull
from the curved edge 7, and consequent
curvature of the edge 6, will draw back the
front section of the skirt, below the waist-
line, into a desirable sweep or curvafure
such as Jends style and distinetion to the
garment.

Tt will be here noted that the upward in-
clination of the edge 7 from the point 8
along a curved line, produces a slight up-
ward puil combined with the rearward puli,
for avoiding wrinkles by distributing the
pull downwardly along theseam 2below the
poing 8 and thus increases the gracefnlness
of the curve in the front of the skirt.

It will, of course, be understood, that
there is a section of material 9 preferably ot
cach side of the shkirt and that these sections
of pliahle material exercise little or no office
in effecting the gset of the skirt. :
YE the skirt be applie

to an unusually

large figure, then obviously the curves will

be more pronounced, but none the less grace-
ful. By reference to g 8, it will be seen

1,068,089 -

that the point 8 and edge 6 will move far-

ther rearwardly and inerease to a degirable

extent, the sweep of the front of the skirt.
The intermediate portion of the edge ., and
also the upper end of said edge, will be
drawn fartﬁ)er rearwardly and the whole skirt
will assume a position upon the figure with
the same degree of attractiveness as is pres-
ent in the relatively smaller figure. The

sweep of the front of the skirt will be in-

creased only to a degree appropriate to the
increased size of the figure. If the, hip
measurement of the fi

re be increased with--

75

out a proportioned increase in the ~waist -~

measurement, then the ed%e 7 will bﬁleWea-
owing will draw-

_deeper, and this deeper 4
the point 8 farther backward, but the point

will not be appreciably lifted because of -

the fact that the material of the'skirt, below
the point 8, is sufficient to maintain the edge
6 substantially straight, and this edge being
practically vertical, the point 8 will swing
upwardly only a very little. The backward
movement of the rear of the skirt drawing
with relatively greater force at substantially
the middle portion of the curved edge 7,
(note that the lower end of the gusset, that
is, the point 8, is well down over the hips,)
tends to straighten out the lower half, and
this tendency is satisfied to the extent of
smoothing out any wrinkles which would
‘otherwise appear radiating from the point

95

8.. The result is a smoothly setting skirt .

fiotwithstanding the fact that the figure
upon which it 1s draped may be abnormal
in Xroportions. :

" ~A% changes in the details of construction
could be made without departing from the
scope of this inventioun, it is intended that
all matter contained in the above description
or shown in the accompanying drawings
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not
i a limiting sense. It 13 also to be under-
stood that the language used in the follow-
,ing claims is intended to cover all of the
generic and specific features of the invention
herein deséribed -and all statements of the
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scope of the invention, which as a matter of

language, might be said to fall therebetween.
Having thus dezeribed my invention, what
T claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:
A self-adjusting skirt having an opening
extending from the walst-band downwardly
well over the  hips, the material of the

skirt forming the sides of said opening being .;

spaced apart at the top -and connected by
an elastic tape, the material of the skirt
forming the front side of the opening ex-
tending normally substantially straight
downwardly from the waist-vband, and the
material of the skirt forming the rear side
of the opening being nqrmaily substantially

rarqilel with the material of the skirt form-
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ing the forward side of the opening for ap-.

pwmmafelv half its length dowunwardly
from the waist line, and the remaining por-
tion of the matemal forming said rear side
heing curved downwardly and forwardly,
and being connected o the material of the
skirt forming the front side at its lower end,
and an extensible gusset of a shape to Al
said opening fixed to the material of the

8

sigivt Torming e sides thereod, and ib said
‘mxc tape, all for the parposes set forth.
In testunony whereof, 1 afix my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses,

"JOREPH CORN.

Witpesses:
Narraie THowpsoN,
Mogznis Boav.



