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(57) Abstract: A LMA, single-mode optical fiber comprises a core region, an inner cladding region surrounding the core region, and
an outer cladding region surrounding the inner cladding region. The inner cladding region is configured to provide bend compensa-
tion. In one embodiment the index profile of the inner cladding region is graded with a slope of yn core/Rb, Where neor is the refractive
index of the core region, Ry is the bend radius, and y= 0.6-1.2. In addition, the inner cladding is annular and the ratio of its outer ra-
dius to its inner radius is greater than 2. In a preferred embodiment this ratio is greater than 3. The overall index profile may be sym -
metric or asymmetric.
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