wo 2015/175309 A1 || 0N OO0 OO0 R AR R

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(43) International Publication Date

1

(19) World Intellectual Property

Organization
International Bureau

—~
é

=

\

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2015/175309 A1l

(51

eay)

(22)

(25)
(26)
(30)

1

(72

74

31

9 November 2015 (19.11.2015) WIPO I PCT
International Patent Classification:
HO4W 4/02 (2009.01)
International Application Number:
PCT/US2015/029653

International Filing Date:
7 May 2015 (07.05.2015)

Filing Language: English
Publication Language: English
Priority Data:

14/275,089 12 May 2014 (12.05.2014) US
Applicant: RUFUS ARMOR, LLC [US/US]; 8015

Beverly Blvd., Ste. 15, Los Angeles, CA 90048 (US).

Inventor: GRIFONI, Gabriel; 8015 Beverly Blvd., Ste.
15, Los Angeles, CA 90048 (US).

Agent: TSIRCOU, Kyriacos; Tsircou Law, P.C., 515 S.
Flower Street, 36th Flr., Los Angeles, CA 90071 (US).

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available). AE, AG, AL, AM,

(84)

AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY,
BZ, CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM,
DO, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,
HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, JP, KE, KG, KN, KP, KR,
KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG,
MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM,
PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA, SC,
SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,
TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.

Designated States (uniess otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, RW, SD, SL, ST, SZ,
TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU,
TJ, TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE,
DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU,
LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK,
SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ,
GW, KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:

with international search report (Art. 21(3))

(54) Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SOCIAL NETWORKING AMONG MUTUALLY-INTERESTED USERS

ﬁ/- 102

| REGISTER MOBILE DEVICES

104 l
\B RECEIVE SELECTED PROFILES FROM MOBILE DEVICES ‘
l 128
| PAIR AND STORE DEVICES THAT MUTUALLY SELECT EACH omsk(—'/_
126 —\ l
4,]\9 MONITOR DEVICE LOCATIONS |

l 130
| DETERMINE {F DEVICES ARE I CLOSE PROXIMITY <—‘|/’_

106 l
\@ETERMWE {F DEVICES HAVE MUTUALLY SELECTED EACH OTHER |
l f 132
P

SEND NOTIFICATIONS THAT MUTUALLY PRESELECTED MATCH IS NEAR;
PROMPTING USER CONFIRMATION; AND TEMPORARILY SUSPENDING
LOCATION DATA USE OF #1 & #2 DEVICE

140

142
GENERATE AND SEND SECOND NOTIFICATION REVEALING MOBILE DEVIC)
USERS’ IDENTITY; PROMPTING SECOND MUTUAL USER CONFIRMATION

REMOVE INITIAL

PRESELECTED MOBHLE
DEVICE PROFILES
AFROM PAIRED LiST

MUTUALLY

\

182

| OPEN CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN EACH MOBILE DEVICE

l

REACTIVATE LOCATION MONITORING AFTER PRESET PERIOD GF TIME
(i.e, 1 HOUR)

150

FIG. 2

(57) Abstract: The present invention provides computer-im-
plemented systems and methods directed to facilitating com-
munication between users in close proximity who have in-
dicated a mutual interest in one another. The exemplary
method generally comprises the following steps: affiliating a
first and a second user with an interactive network. The sys-
tem then receives and stores user selected profiles and asso-
ciates those profiles with each user. Users can browse these
profiles and select profiles in which they are interested. If
the system receives data indicating that two users have mu-
tually selected each other's profiles, the system pairs these
users. The system receives geo positioning data from each
mobile device and utilizes this data to determine if users are
in close proximity. If the system determines that users are in
close proximity, then the system determines it the users have
mutually selected the other's profile as a profile of interest,
e.g., matched users.
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CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Application No. 14/275,089, filed
May 12, 2014, which is herein incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates generally to social networking sites and, more
particularly, to social networking among users who have mutually expressed interest in one

another by utilizing location based data.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Online dating and social networking continue to grow in popularity with
more and more websites and mobile device applications popping up in the market. Online
dating allows people to meet and get acquainted online. In today's busy society, the ability
to pre-screen candidates is very desirable, especially when the dating service pairs
individuals who have already expressed a mutual interest in each other. Additionally, with
society becoming more and more involved with online social networking, the amount of in-

person communication is dwindling.

[0004] Current approaches typically require users to divulge personal information in
order to propose matches among users. Or in other instances, all user profiles are publically
available. Some systems have attempted to solve this problem by requiring a mutual

confirmation before communication is allowed.

[0005] In prior systems, users who have pre-selected each other as persons-of-
interest, are notified when they are in close proximity to one another. These systems fall
short in the privacy and safety department because they reveal the respective users’ profile
identity as soon as they come within a certain radius of each other. This causes problems
because if first user does not want to communicate with the second user at that time, second

user has already learned of first user’s identity and general location.

[0006] Other systems have attempted to solve this problem by allowing users to turn
the tracking system on or off as desired. While first user could have easily avoided having

her profile and location disclosed by turning off the tracking system, this is not an efficient
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manner of maintaining privacy while facilitating in-person encounters. By requiring users
to turn on or off their system, it runs the risk of users forgetting to switch the system to the
desired level. This results in missed opportunities because they forget to turn it on, or
results in breaches of privacy when their profile and location are disclosed because they

forget to turn the system off.

[0007] Furthermore, prior systems that keep user profiles anonymous until both
users show a mutual interest in communication, require the user to open the application at

their current location.

[0008] Other prior systems can generally overwhelm a user as well. Some of these
systems require a lot of user inputs leading up to finding a match. Often times, multiple
users will be in the same location. Just as first user is about make an in-person encounter
with second user, a third user begins the meeting process with first user via the system.
When this occurs, first user now has a dilemma on his hands: continue with the second user,
and risk upsetting the third user; ditch the second user, obviously upsetting her, and move

on with the third user; or potentially upset both users because of the competition.

[0009] Although various systems for matching people are known to the art, all, or
almost all of them suffer from one or more than one disadvantage. Therefore, there is a
need to provide improved systems and methods for facilitation of in-person encounters

between people having interest in one another.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] Briefly, and in general terms, the present invention provides computer-
implemented systems and methods directed to facilitating communication between users

who have indicated mutual interest in each other when they are in close proximity.

[0011] More specifically, in an exemplary embodiment, the system considers mutual
interest between users and whether mutually interested users are in close proximity with
cach other, and generally comprises the following steps: affiliates a first and a second user
with an interactive network having a plurality of members associated therewith. The system

then receives and stores user selected profiles and associates those profiles with each user.
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Users can browse these profiles and select profiles in which they are interested. If the
system receives data indicating that two users have mutually selected each other’s profiles,
the system pairs these users. The system receives geo positioning data from each mobile
device and utilizes this data to determine if users are in close proximity. The devices
themselves can detect another nearby user and the two devices can alert each other with no
intervention from us or monitoring from an outside source. It is better for privacy this way
we are not location aware of all our users. The app just lets the devices know when people
are near. If the system determines that users are in close proximity, then the system
determines if the users have mutually selected the other’s profile as a profile of interest, e.g.,

paired users.

[0012] Upon determining that a first and second user are in close proximity, and
further confirming that the first and second users have mutually selected each other’s
profile, the system temporarily suspends the geo position search availability in order to

prevent additional user matches with the first and second users.

[0013] While the location-based search availability of the first and second users is
suspended, the system generates and sends a first notification to the first and second users
indicating that a mutually preselected match is nearby. This first notification does not
disclose the profiles of either user; it merely prompts each user to confirm that contact with
a preselected profile of interest is desirable at that time. If the system receives a mutual
confirmation from both the first and second users, the system generates and sends a second
notification to the devices revealing the profiles of each user and further prompts each
device to confirm that contact with the now known profile is desirable. If the system
receives a second mutual confirmation from the first and second users, the system opens a

channel of communication between the devices to facilitate an in-person encounter.

[0014] In a detailed aspect of an exemplary embodiment, if the system does not
receive a mutual confirmation after the first notification, the system determines which
user(s) indicated that it was not desirable to communicate with an anonymous user at that
time. Upon this determination, the system temporarily puts the determined user(s) into do

not disturb mode. Since the user did not want to participate with an anonymous user, it can
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be assumed that the user will not respond differently to another anonymous user because of

the anonymity.

[0015] After the system generates and sends the second notification, if the system
does not receive mutual confirmations, the system removes the previously paired users from
the paired list. The paired users are removed from the particular match list with this
particular user because one user has indicated that communication with the now disclosed
other user is not desirable. Both users are placed back into the available pool to search for
other members but will not be paired again with each other. This eliminates the chance of

the user forgetting to remove that particular user from their interest list.

[0016] In another detailed aspect of an exemplary embodiment, after the system
receives the mutual confirmation after sending the first notification, the system determines
the gender of each profile. The system generates and sends a second notification to the
female user only, revealing the male user’s profile. The notification prompts the female
user to confirm communication with the particular male user is desirable. A notification is
not sent to the male user unless and until the system receives a confirmation from the female
user. Upon receiving confirmation from the female, the system then generates and sends a
notification to the male user, revealing the female user’s profile, and prompting the male
user to confirm communication is desired. By revealing the male user’s profile to the
female, but withholding the female’s profile from the male, the female user is provided with
increased safety and privacy. This added layer of security for the female user prevents any

scenarios where she mistakenly indicated an interest in a male’s profile.

[0017] In another detailed aspect of an exemplary embodiment, before the system
sends the first notification that an anonymous match is nearby, the system determines if
there are multiple matches nearby. If there are multiple matches nearby, the system
determines a priority match, for example, based on a ranking system. Different types of
rankings systems are capable of being implemented. For example, a popularity ranking
system could be utilized where the profiles with the most number of users indicating an
interest in that profile would be determined the priority match. Or, a numerical ranking

system where users select a number from zero to ten indicating their relative desire to
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encounter the particular user. The numerical system could be based on an average from all
users who ranked that profile, or on a strictly personal rank. Or, the ranking system could
be based on proximity. The match in closest proximity would be determined the priority

match. Other ranking systems or any combination thereof could be utilized.

[0018] In another detailed aspect of an exemplary embodiment, when the system
reaches the stage where it opens a channel of communication, there are different manners in
which to accomplish this. For example, the channel could be through text message or SMS.
Additionally, the amount of messages, characters, lines, etc., sent could be limited, in order
to encourage face-to-face meetings. Or, for example, the channel could simply disclose
cach user’s location to the other, allowing the matched users to follow the guide until they
meet face-to-face. Other manners of opening a channel of communication between users

could be utilized alone, or in combination thereof to accomplish this.

[0019] For purposes of summarizing the invention and the advantages achieved over
the prior art, certain advantages of the invention have been described herein. Of course, it is
to be understood that not necessarily all such advantages may be achieved in accordance
with any particular embodiment of the invention. Thus, for example, those skilled in the art
will recognize that the invention may be embodied or carried out in a manner that achieves
or optimizes one advantage or group of advantages as taught herein without necessarily

achieving other advantages as may be taught or suggested herein.

[0020] All of these embodiments are intended to be within the scope of the invention
herein disclosed. These and other embodiments of the present invention will become
readily apparent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed description of the
preferred embodiments having reference to the attached figures, the invention not being

limited to any particular preferred embodiment disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] Embodiments of the present invention will now be described, by way of

example only, with reference to the following drawings in which:
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[0022] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary system architecture for

implementing the features and operations described in reference to FIGS. 2-5.

[0023] FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating at least one embodiment of the method for
facilitating in-person communication between users as disclosed in accordance with the

present invention.

[0024] FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating at least one embodiment of the method for
facilitating in-person communication between users as disclosed in accordance with the

present invention.

[0025] FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating at least one embodiment of the method for
facilitating in-person communication between users as disclosed in accordance with the

present invention.

[0026] FIGS. 5A-D illustrate example user device screen displays provided by an

example embodiment as disclosed in accordance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0027] Referring now to the drawings, and particularly FIG. 1, there is shown an
exemplary system 118 for facilitating in-person communication between users 110 who

have indicated mutual interest in each other when they are in close proximity.

[0028] The system 118 registers a plurality of users 110. The system receives and
stores user created profiles in the profile storage module 120. Users 105 can browse
through other registered users and indicate whether or not they have an interest in meeting
the user associated with that profile. The system 118 receives each user’s selections of
profiles through the processing module 108, and stores them in the profile storage module
120. If two users have mutually selected each other, the system 118 anonymously pairs the
profiles in the paired list 115 within the profile storage module 120. The system does not
notify the users that a match exists at this time. The system notifies the users of the match
once the system determines the users are in close proximity with one another using the

location tracking system 116. These notifications are generated in the processing module
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108 and sent to the users through the transmission system 124. This can also be
accomplished by allowing the devices themselves (iPhones, etc.) to detect another nearby
user and the two devices can alert each other with no intervention from the location tracking
system or monitoring from an outside source. This provides for better privacy and the app

just lets the devices know when mutually preselected users are near.

[0029] Mobile devices 110 can include handheld computers, personal digital
assistants, cellular telephones, network appliances, cameras, smart phones, electronic
tablets, enhanced general packet radio service (EGPRS) mobile phones, network base
stations, media players, navigation devices, email devices, game consoles, or a combination

of any two or more of these data processing devices or other data processing devices.

[0030] Referring now to FIG. 2, at block 102, two or more users register with the
system 118. A user establishes an account on the system 118 and creates a profile, which is
processed and stored by the system 118. Each user can browse the stored profiles and
indicate certain profiles in which they are interested in meeting. When a user indicates an
interest in a particular profile, the system receives 104 and stores that indication in the
profile storage module 120. When two users mutually indicate an interest in each other, the

system 118 pairs and stores the users’ mutual indication 128 in the profile storage module

120.

[0031] In an alternative embodiment, at the browsing stage, the user has the option
of selecting whether the user is browsing for the purpose of networking, dating, etc. When
users select profiles of interest, the system prompts whether the selection is based on dating

or networking.

[0032] The system monitors the locations 126 of each user via the location-tracking
module 122. It should be noted that this could also be accomplished by allowing the
devices themselves (iPhones, etc.) to detect another nearby user and the two devices can
alert each other with no intervention from the location tracking system or monitoring from
an outside source. The system 118 continuously receives information data of the geo
positioning 126 or Bluetooth ping of the registered users. At block 130 the system 118

determines if two users are in close proximity to each other, whether by using geo

-7-



WO 2015/175309 PCT/US2015/029653

positioning data or by utilizing the devices’ Bluetooth technology. If so, then at block 106
the system 118 determines whether the users were previously paired in the profile storage
module 120. If both of these conditions are met, the system 110 generates and sends a first
notification 132 to each user indicating that a match is nearby and prompting each user to
confirm communication with the unidentified match is desired. At this stage, the system
does not reveal the identities of the users. If the system receives a first mutual confirmation
140 from both users that communication is desirable, the system generates and sends a
second notification 142 to each user. This time, the notification 142 reveals the profile /
identity of the users and prompts each user to confirm that communication with the now
disclosed profile is still desirable. If the system receives the second mutual confirmation
146 from ecach user, the system opens a line of communication 150. If the system does not
receive second mutual confirmations 146, the system removes the initial mutually

preselected devices from the match list 182 and restarts the process for each user at block

126.

[0033] Referring now to FIG. 3, a flowchart of an alternative embodiment is shown.
The system 118 monitors the device locations 126, determines if devices are in close
proximity 130, and determines if the devices in close proximity have mutually selected each
other 134. If there are multiple matches nearby 160, the system 118 determines the priority
162 of the users using one of the alternatives described below. After prioritizing 162 which
two devices best fit the criteria, the system temporarily places the selected users in a do not
disturb mode 164 in order to prevent double booking. The system then generates and sends
a first notification 132 to each of the selected devices indicating that a mutually preselected
match is nearby and prompting user confirmation. If the system receives mutual
confirmation 140 from the selected devices, the process continues on as described in FIG. 2.
If there are not multiple matches/devices nearby 160, the system temporarily places the
selected users in do not disturb mode 164 in order to prevent double booking if another
match comes within close proximity. Then the process continues on as previously

described.

[0034] In an alternative embodiment, if the system does not receive first mutual

confirmations 140, the system takes note of which device(s) chose to decline 144
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communication at that time. The system then puts that device in do not disturb 148 for a
predetermined period of time to avoid continued notifications of nearby users. Since that
user has just declined communication with an anonymous match, it can be assumed that the
user does not desire addition notifications of anonymous matches in the nearby area. If a
user did not decline 152 communication, the system turns off the do not disturb mode 166

for the user and restarts the process 126.

[0035] An example scenario will now be discussed for exemplary purposes. Two
users, Jack and Jill, have registered with the system and created their profiles. Jack is
browsing through the profiles, and when he sees Jill’s profile, he selects her as a person of
interest. Jill, at a later time, is browsing through profiles on the system when she comes
across Jack’s profile. She is interested in him, so she selects him as a person of interest.
Even though both Jack and Jill have mutually selected each other, neither of them is notified
of the match. Only the system is aware that Jack and Jill have expressed a mutual interest in

each other.

[0036] Later on, Jack is out at the grocery store, minding his own business. Jill pulls
into the parking lot of the same grocery store, and walks in. Once Jack and Jill are in close
proximity, (100 yards for instance), the system generates and sends a notification to Jack
and to Jill alerting them that a mutually pre-selected match is nearby. In one scenario, Jack
just had a long day of work and isn’t in the mood to socialize. He denies the confirmation
and the system puts his device into do not disturb mode. In another scenario, Jack is
intrigued, and confirms. Jill does the same. Having received mutual confirmations from
Jack and Jill, the system sends another notification, revealing Jack’s profile to Jill, and Jill’s
profile to Jack. This notification also prompts for a confirmation that communication is still
desirable, since each user now knows who the match is. After seeing that Jill is the nearby
match, Jack decides he does not want to communicate with her in particular. Jill was on his
match list because he mistakenly added her. By denying the confirmation to connect with
Jill, the system will return both Jack and Jill to the discover mode, and also remove Jack and

Jill from the match list.
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[0037] Similar to the scenario detailed above, except now, a third user, Joey, is
involved. Jack and Jill have mutually pre-selected each other and are in the system’s match
list. Joey has selected Jill, and Jill has selected Joey. The system has Joey and Jill in the
match list, as well as Jack and Jill. In the grocery store scenario, Jack and Jill are already at
the store, and the system has generated the first notification. Joey arrives at the store after
the first notification. Although the system has Joey and Jill on the match list, no notification
is sent because Jill is currently in the process with Jack. If the first confirmation between
Jack and Jill is denied by Jack, the system would then start the process with Jill and Joey,
sending notifications to Jill and Joey that a match is nearby. On the other hand, if Jill is the
user who denied the first confirmation between Jack and Jill, the system will put Jill into do
not disturb mode, and the connection between Joey and Jill would not begin. Assuming the
process between Jack and Jill gets to the second confirmation stage, if either Jack or Jill

denies this second confirmation, then the system will start the process with Jill and Joey.

[0038] In the same scenario, if Jack and Joey are both at the grocery store and Jill
subsequently arrives, the system would utilize a priority option to determine which user gets

the notification regarding Jill.

[0039] When determining the priority 162, different prioritizing options exist. A
proximity ranking could be utilized. A profile popularity ranking could be utilized. Profile
popularity would be determined by how many other users have selected that profile. On a
relative scale of zero to ten, based on the total number of profiles that have selected that
particular profile. A profile desirability rank could be used where the processing module
108 compiles all the ranks that profile has received and outputs the average. A personalized
ranking system that is unique to each user could be utilized. When the user selects a profile
of interest, they indicate on a sliding scale of zero to ten, how interested they are in that

profile.

[0040] Referring now to FIG. 4, a flowchart for the overall process is shown, with
this particular embodiment including additional safeguards for female users. Although the
female user could simply deny confirmation to the second notification 142 (as shown above)

which discloses the users’ profiles, the female’s identity and general location would be
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disclosed to an undesirable user. This could easily lead to awkwardness or even
confrontation with the male user because now he knows her identity and that she is within
close proximity. The initial process is similar to that as explained in FIGS. 2-3, except after
the first mutual confirmation 140 is received, the system 118 then takes each profile’s
gender into account 170. The system does not initially send a notification to the user that is
determined to be male 172. Instead, the system generates and sends a second notification
174 to the identified female user 170; the notification 174 revealing the identity of the
determined male user 170 and prompting the female user to confirm 176 that
communication is desired with this particular profile. If the system receives a denial 176
from the female user, the system removes the female profile and the male profile from the
paired list 182 and restarts the process at block 126. If system receives confirmation 176
from the female profile, the system generates and sends a second notification 178 to the
identified male user, revealing the female user’s identity. This second notification 178 sent
to the identified male similarly prompts the male user to confirm 180 that communication
with the now disclosed female is desirable. If the system receives confirmation 180 from
the male user, then the system has received mutual confirmations from both the male 180
and female 176 users, in which case the system opens a channel of communication 150

between each user.

[0041] Referring now to FIGS. 5A-D, and generally to FIG. 1, FIG. 5A is an
example of the user display 202 on a mobile device 110 utilized for notifying 192 and
prompting 190 the initial confirmation 140 in which the identities of the profiles remain
undisclosed. FIG. 5B is an example of the user display 204 utilized for notifying 192 and
prompting 190 the second confirmation 146 when the user identities are revealed by
displaying the user profiles 210. FIG. 5C is an example of the user display 206 utilized
once the system 118 has opened a line of communication 150. In this example, the method
of communication is via text message 218 through the message system 114. In this
particular embodiment, each user is limited to sending five messages in order to encourage
the matched users to meet in-person. FIG. 5D is an alternative example depicting the user
display 208 once the system 118 has opened a line of communication 150. In this
embodiment, the user display 208 includes a compass-like indicator 212 that shows how far

away 214 the other device is, and in what direction 216. The system 118 uses the location
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monitoring system 116 and the processing module 108 to transmit the locations of the

matched users to each other through the transmission system 124.

[0042] It should be appreciated from the foregoing that the present invention
provides computer-implemented systems and methods directed to facilitating
communication between users who come in close proximity and who have indicated a

mutual interest in meeting each other.

[0043] The present invention has been described above in terms of presently
preferred embodiments so that an understanding of the present invention can be conveyed.
However, there are other embodiments not specifically described herein for which the
present invention is applicable. Therefore, the present invention should not to be seen as

limited to the forms shown, which is to be considered illustrative rather than restrictive.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A computer-implemented method for facilitating communication among mutually-
interested users, comprising:

receiving geo positioning data or proximity based data via an interactive communications
network from mobile devices of a plurality of users;

determining whether a first and a second user are in geographic proximity to each other;

determining whether the first and second users have previously mutually selected each
other;

upon this determination, temporarily suspending the availability of the first and second
users for matching purposes with other users;

transmitting a first notification to the first and second user to indicate that a match is
nearby; the first notification prompting each user to confirm that contact with the anonymous,
pre-approved, matched user is desired;

upon receiving a first mutual confirmation from both the first and second users with the
users, sending a second notification to each of the first and second users; the second notification
revealing the profiles of the previously anonymous matched first and second users and further
prompting each user to confirm that contact with the now known matched user is desired; and

upon receiving a second mutual confirmation from both the first and second users,

opening up a channel of communication between the first and second users;

2. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 1, wherein a priority ranking is

utilized when multiple matched users are nearby.

3. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 1, wherein the temporary
suspension of the devices’ availability remains in effect until the first and/or second user(s) fail

to confirm that contact is desirable.

4. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 3, wherein the temporary
suspension of the devices’ availability remains in effect for a predetermined duration upon

receiving the second mutual confirmation.
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5. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 1, wherein upon determination
that there is not a first mutual confirmation, determining which of the first and/or second users
did not confirm, and continuing the temporarily suspension of the availability of the non-
confirming user(s) for matching purposes, and turning back on the availability of the confirming

Uuser.

6. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 5, wherein upon determination
that there is not a second mutual confirmation from the first and second users, determining which
of the first and/or second users did not confirm, and continuing the temporarily suspension of the
availability of the non-confirming user(s) for matching purposes with other users affiliated with

the system, and turning back on the availability of the confirming user.

7. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 1, wherein the channel of

communication is via text message.

8. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 7, wherein the first and second

users are limited to sending a predetermined limited amount of messages.

9. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 1, wherein the channel of

communication is means for disclosing the first and second users’ location to each other.

10.  The computer implemented method as defined in claim 9, wherein the user display is a
compass-like indicator that points in the direction of the other user and displays a distance

measurement.

11. A computer-implemented method for facilitating communication among mutually-
interested users, comprising:

affiliating a plurality of users via an interactive communications network with a system;
and

receiving geo positioning data from affiliated users of the users in order to determine
whether the first and second users are in geographic proximity to each other; and

determining whether the first and second users have previously mutually selected each

other; and
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upon this determination, temporarily suspending the availability of the first and second
users for matching purposes with other users affiliated with the system;

generating and sending a first notification to the first and second user to indicate that a
match is nearby; the first notification prompting each user to confirm that contact with the
anonymous, pre-approved, matched user is desired;

upon receiving a first mutual confirmation from both the first and second users,
determining the gender of each user; sending a second notification to user determined to be
female; the second notification revealing the profile/identity of the male user to the female user
and further prompting the female user to confirm that contact with the now identified matched
male user is desired;

upon receiving a confirmation from the female user, sending the second notification to
the male user revealing the identity/profile of the female user to the male user and further
prompting the male user to confirm that contact with the now identified matched female user is
desired;

upon receiving a confirmation from the male user and the female user, opening up a

channel of communication between the first and second users.

12.  The computer implemented method as defined in claim 11, wherein a priority module is

utilized when multiple matched users are nearby.

13.  The computer implemented method as defined in claim 11, wherein the temporary
suspension of the devices’ availability remains in effect until the first and/or second user(s) fail

to confirm that contact is desirable.

14.  The computer implemented method as defined in claim 13, wherein the temporary
suspension of the devices’ availability remains in effect for a predetermined duration upon

receiving the second mutual confirmation.

15. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 11, wherein upon determination
that there is not a first mutual confirmation, determining which of the first and/or second users

did not confirm, and continuing the temporarily suspension of the availability of the non-
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WO 2015/175309 PCT/US2015/029653

confirming user(s) for matching purposes, and turning back on the availability of the confirming

Uuser.

16. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 15, wherein upon determination
that there is not a second mutual confirmation from the first and second users, determining which
of the first and/or second users did not confirm, and continuing the temporarily suspension of the
availability of the non-confirming user(s) for matching purposes with other users affiliated with

the system, and turning back on the availability of the confirming user.

17. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 11, wherein the channel of

communication is via text message.

18. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 17, wherein the first and second

users are limited to sending a predetermined limited amount of messages.

19. The computer implemented method as defined in claim 11, wherein the channel of

communication is means for disclosing the first and second users’ location to each other.

20.  The computer implemented method as defined in claim 19, wherein the user display is a
compass-like indicator that points in the direction of the other user and displays a distance

measurement.
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