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1 Claim.

1

This invention relates to a ball game playable
by a plurality of players. i

For purposes of illustration the invention is
embodied in a form in which a plurality of players
up to four or groups thereof up to four may play
in succession or simultaneously.

The chief object of the present invention is to
provide a game bhoard wherein marbles or balls
may be utilized by the several players, each play-
er’s marbles having the same color, the colors for
different, players being of contrasting character.

Herein the game board is shown polygonal and

is provided with a number of sides equal to the
number of playing stations whereby if desired
that number of players may play their balls simul-
taneously if desired.
_ 'The chief feature of the present invention re-
sides in providing a downwardly dished playing
saucer, the inclination being comparatively slight,
which saucer centrally includes a spent ball re-
ceiving well, the saucer further having ball trap-
ping seats suitably disposed for different play
value purposes, and a plurality of ball projecting
devices discharging to the saucer.

A further feature of the invention resides in a
ball storage well for each device.

Another feature resides in forming each of the
seats and the spent ball well as an opening ex-
tending through the board.

Still another feature of the invention resides :

in disposing each device such that its longitudinal
axis is substantially transverse to the including
edge if the board be polygonally outlined whereby
the player of that device faces the board.

Other objects and features of the invention will
be set forth more fully hereinafter.

The full nature of the invention will be under-
stood from the accompanying drawings and the
following description and claim:

In the drawings Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a
square game board embodying the invention, cer-
tain circular dotted lines indicating playable balls.

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on broken line
2—2 of Fig. 1 and in the direction of the arrows.

In the drawings {0 indicates a polygonally out-
lined board of appreciable thickness as shown
and herein illustrated as of square outline, each
side edge or face being indicated at-11. Centrally
disposed therein is the spent ball well 12 herein
shown in the form of a hole through the board.

Concentricptherewith is the downwardly and
slightly inclined saucer-like playing area 13 hav-
ing, if desired, contrasting colored concentric cir-
cular bands i4. Herein in each band are-a plu-
rality of ball trapping seats {5. These are spaced
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* apart equally. Herein the number of seats in each
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band happens to be that in any other band but
this is not necessary. Preferably, however, the
adjacent seats in adjacent bands are alternated
or staggered as shown. Preferably, also each seat
comprises a hole through the board and of a
lesser diameter than that of the ball so that seated
halls are partially exposed and when engaged with
sufficient force by another ball may be unseated
and dislodged. When the holes are of a diameter
slightly greater than that of the balls, the seated
balls cannot be dislodged but do constitute, as
before, abutments against which subsequently
played balls contact and carom off in an unpre~
dictable manner. Here is introduced the luck
element of the game.

Feeding tangentially into the saucer are the ball
discharge channels 16. Each, because the hoard
is square and each is disposed transverse to its
contiguous edge {1, is substantially parallel to
the adjacent side 1. The discharge junction is
indicated at 17. The edge end of each channel is
closed by member {8 having bore 19 therethrough.

Slidably mounted in each bore in an elongated
rod 28. The outer and edge exposed end mounts
the finger knob 2i. The channel exposed end
has coil spring 22 concentrically disposed thereon,
A washer 23 retains the spring upon the rod
and under slight compression. The washer is
held fo the rod by pin or cotter key 24. The free
end 25 of said rod constitutes the ball impact
portion. The rod is prevented from pulling into
the channel by knob 21,

Herein, adjacent each ball projecting device
thus deseribed, there is formed in the board 10,
a storage well 26 for playable balls. ‘As herein-
before suggested various types of ball games may
be played on this board.

The balls may be played simultaneously or
successively as desired. Each ball played, in the
absence of contact with a previously seated ball,
is first transferred from well 26 to channel 16,
see lower right hand corner of Fig. 1, then the
knob 21 is pulled back as far as desired. This
further loads the spring which at opposite ends
bears upon washer 23 and closure (8. When the
knob is released the ball is projected out of
channel 16 into saucer {3 and travels round and
round the same initially hugging the arcuate por-
tions 132, As the travelling force is expended the
ball works downwardly toward the center of the
board. In so doing should that force be sub-
stantially spent the ball may seat in one of the
outer ring seats thus scoring a greater value than
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if it seated in a next lower valued ring seat or
an innermost ring seat.

As shown, sixteen balls may be provided for
the four players and since there are thirty seats
there are more seats than balls although this is
not essential.

While the foregoing constitutes a detailed de~
scription of the preferred form of the invention
same is to be considered merely an illustrative
example thereof, the scope of the. invention being
set forth in the appended claim.

The invention claimed is:

A ball game board comprising a base of ap-
preciable thickness and regular polygon outline,
the upper face of said base having a centrally
located inwardly inclined and circular playing
surface centrally terminating in a spent ball well,
said well extending through said base, said play-
ing surface being defined by an annular wall,
at least two series of annularly spaced playing
ball seats, the seats of each series being con-
centric to each other and being formed through
said base in parallel relation to each other and
to said well, a plurality of ball projecting devices
disposed in spaced relation about the periphery
of said board, and a plurality of ball discharging
channels communicating with said playing sur-

face and being substantially tangential to said
annular wall, said ball projecting devices being
longitudinally disposed in said respective chan-

nels.
JOE W. McFERRAN.
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