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The present invention relates to a band for 
garments and is an improvement on the con 
struction disclosed in the Harsh Reissue Patent 
16,641 of May 31, 1927. 
The Harsh reissue patent discloses an elastic 

band for garments comprising a sheath of folded 
stretchable material enclosing a strip of sheet 
rubber which is locked in position in the sheath 
by stretchable stitching and then a separate row 
of stitches is used to attach the band to the gar 
ment in such manner that the band extends above the upper edge of the garrinent. 
The construction disclosed in the Harsh patent 

is very Satisfactory for many purposes, but for 
other purposes, it is not the most satisfactory 
Construction in that the entire band is visible 
from the outside of the garment and this may be 
unsightly since there is usually a distinct differ 
ence in appearance between the material of the 
garment and the Harsh band. Furthermore, in 
the Harsh construction, under certain conditions, 
there is a tendency of the relatively wide sheet of 
rubber to wrinkle and trap water when the gar 
ment is laundered, thereby causing the materials 
of the band to deteriorate. 
The present invention comprises a substantial 

improvement on the Harsh construction in that 
it comprises relatively narrow strips of sheet rub 
ber which are sewn in place by elastic stitches 
and are enclosed on one side by a sheath of pref 
erably stretchable fabric and on the other side by 
the fabric of the garment which may or may not 
be stretchable. This construction is more eco 
nomical to manufacture than the Harsh band for 
the reason that the band is fabricated directly 
On the garment and the stitches which hold the 
rubber in place are the same stitches which se 
Cure the band to the garment. This construction 
provides a belt wherein the outside of the band is 
Completed by the fabric of the garment, thereby 
obviating an unsightly band which extends above 
the garment, as is the case in the Harsh con 
struction. In the present construction, the inside 
of the band is smooth while the outside thereof 
may be shirred and the wearer thereby is pro 
tected from the uncomfortable feeling produced 
by a shirred garment in contact with the skin, 
or where the shirring is forced against the body 
of the wearer by elastic material constricting the 
shirred cloth. 
The present construction also provides a space 

between the sheet rubber bands so that there is a 
provision for ventilation through the band or belt 
and also an outlet through which trapped mois 
ture or water may escape. 

(C. 2-23) 
In the present Construction, the parts are fab 

ricated with the stretchable inside covering and 
the rubber being sewed in place when the rub 
ber is slightly under tension, providing the belt 
is to be used with garment material or outside 
material which is non-stretchable. Where the 
belt is fabricated on garment material which of 
itself is stretchable, the rubber and the inside 
sheath may be sewn in position without tension on 
the rubber. Since the sheet rubber bands are 
Separate and are individually sewed in place, each 
band operates independent of the other and the 
thickness of the band may be slightly increased 
Over the sheet rubber bands used in the Harsh 
Construction, so that with the multiple bands used 
in the present device substantially the same ten 
sion is obtained as in the Harsh construction 
using One single wide strip. Since each band may 
operate independently of the other, the cloth 
material between the bands is free to distort ob 
liquely when the stress on the respective bands 
is not uniform. 
The present construction produces a very at 

tractive elastic band for a garment with a max 
imum amount of comfort to the wearer. 
Other and further objects of the present inven 

tion will in part be obvious and will in part be 
pointed out in the specification hereinafter foll 
lowing by reference to the accompanying draw 
ing, forming a part of this specification. 
While the preferred form only of the invention 

is disclosed, it is to be understood that the dis 
closure is illustrative and is not to be considered 
in the limiting sense. 

Fig. 1 illustrates a band on a garment with a 
portion broken away to show the sheet rubber 
Strips in place. 
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Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of a portion of the 
band shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a section through the band on line 3-3 
of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 illustrates a portion of a band fabricated 
on a garment formed of knitted or stretchable 
materia. 

Fig. 5 is a section through a band on 5-5 of 
Fig. 4. y 
The band comprising the present invention is 

made up of Strips and 2 of highly elastic sheet 
rubber which is treated in such manner as to re 
sist washing and laundering and also to resist 
perspiration from the body of the wearer. A strip 
of stretchable fabric 4, preferably knit Jersey 
type, is folded over the ribber strips and 2 in 
Such manner that the edges 5 and 6 of the fab 
ric are folded under the rubber strips and 2 re 

40 

55 



O 

s 

25 

30 

2 
spectively. The knit Jersey strip comprises the 
inner side of the band. Rows of stretchable 
stitches 7 and pass through the rubber strips 
and 2 and the edges 4 and 5 respectively of the 
stretchable fabric cover strip 4. The fabric of 
the garment 9 may be non-stretchable material 
as illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3 with the upper edge 
folded over to form the fold O and the stretch 
able stitches 7 likewise pass through this folded 
edge le. The stretchable stitches 8 pass through 
the body wall 9 of the garment so that when the 
stretchable stitching operation is performed, the 
band is completely fabricated in place on the 
garment. 

In the manufacture of the band, the entire 
construction is assembled and fabricated in a 
single operation by passing the materials through 
a quadruple needle sewing machine which simull 
taneously forms the two rows of stretchable 
stitches 7 and 8 so that the assembly and fabri 
cation of the belt occur in a single operation. 

Figs. 4 and 5 illustrate a construction identical 
with that shown in Figs. 1 and 2 with the excep 
tion that the fabric fl of the garment is stretch 
able material, preferably of the Jersey knit type. 
The construction illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5 is 
made exactly the same as the constructions illus 
trated in Figs. 1 to 3 except that where desirable, 
the sheet rubber strips used in Figs. 4 and 5 need 
not be sewed in place under tension, whereas in 
Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the strips are sewed in position 
under tension in order that the non-stretchable 
garment material will be shirred as soon as the 
tension is relieved after the stitching operation. 

Preferably, the ends of the waist band ter 
minate in fastener pads 2 and 4 which may 
carry a button 5, and a buttonhole 6, or other 
suitable fastening means devices. 

In many uses of the device, it is not necessary 
to provide for opening the garment or belt, in 
that there may be provided sufficient elasticity 
in the band itself to permit the garment to be 
adjusted in place by the wearer without neces 
sity of opening the belt and in such cases the band 
may be constructed as a continuous unit. 
Where the band is used on an open type belt, 

the sheet rubber strips are securely anchored 
between anchor pads 2 and 4 at the end of the 

2,112,892 
belt so that there is no danger of the strips pull 
ing out from the anchor pads when the pads are 
secured together and the sheet rubber strips are 
under tension. - 
In the present construction, the inside face of 

the band is preferably stretchable fabric material 
while the outer facing may be of different mate 
rial and different quality, for example, the outer 
facing may be of silk while the inner part of the 
sheath may be of knitted elastic cotton fabric. 

It is recognized that many variations may be 
O 

provided in the textile materials used in fabri 
cating the present invention while retaining full 
advantages of the specific construction compris 
ing a plurality of flat sheet rubber strips sewed 
in position between a covering facing and an 
Outer garment wall by means of elastic stitches 
capable of stretching without placing undue ten 
sion upon the stitching threads. 
What We claim is:-- 
1. Garment band comprising knit fabric in 

the form of a sheath having an inner facing and 
an Outer facing, a pair of wide strips of sheet 
rubber spaced apart in said sheath, one adjacent 
the lower and one adjacent the upper edge of : 
said sheath and held in place in said sheath 
by Stitching penetrating said strips, the knit 
fabric of said sheath which bridges the space 
between said strips being free from stitching 
through a substantial widthwise extent so that it 
may freely distort obliquely under the stress of 
relative circumferential displacement of said 
strips. 

2. A garment band comprising fabric in the 
form of a stretchable sheath having an inner 
facing and an outer facing, a pair of wide strips 
of sheet rubber spaced apart within said sheath, 
One adjacent the lower edge and one adjacent 
the upper edge of said sheath and held in place 
in said sheath by stitching penetrating the strips, 
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the stitching being Spaced apart so that each 
strip of rubber may distort independently of the 
other and the fabric between the stitching may 
distOrt obliquely under the Stress of relative cir 
cumferential displacement of said strips. 

HARRY HARDE. 
JOHN F. HARGEREAVES. 


