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1

This invention relates to carrying carts, and
more particularly to a foldable basket carrier,
A main object of the invention is to provide a

novel and improved device for supporting and

transporting small loads, such as laundry bas-
kets, hampers and the like, said device being
simple in construction, involving relatively few
parts, and being readily foldable to 4 compact
size when not in use, :

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved foldable carrier for handling laun-
dry baskets, hampers, and similar containers, and
for supporting such containers at convenient

-heights, the carrier device being inexpensive to
manufacture, being rugged in construction, being
easy to manipulate, eliminating the carrying of
heavy hampers of laundry or other material and

eliminating lifting and stooping in handling laun-

dry or the like.

Further objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following de-
seription and claims, and from the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein: o

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of an im-
broved carrier device according to the present
invention shown supporting a basket in position
for transportation thereof; .

Figure 2'is a rear elevational view of -the car-
rying device shown in Figure'1; ~ '

Figure 3 is a top blan view of
device shown in Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional detail view taken
on line 4—4 of Figure 2;

Figure 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail
view taken on line 5—5 of Figure 3 ;

Figure 6 is a side elevational view of the car-
rying device in a partly folded condition;

Figure 7 si a perspective view of the carrying
device of Figures 1 to 6, shown in fully folded
position.

Referring to the drawings, the device is desig-
nated generally at 11 and comprises a generally
H-shaped, front frame 12 having the side legs 13
and 14 and the intermediate horizontal cross-
bar {5. The side legs 13 and 14 have secured to
their lower ends the outwardly directed axle
members (6 and 17, and journaled on said axle
members are the respective ground-engaging
wheels (8, 18. Designated at 1§ is a generally
circular ring member which is pivotally con-
nected at 20 and 21 to the top ends of the re-
spective legs 14 and 8, the legs i4 and 13 having
secured to their top ends the respective outwardly
extending pin elements 22 and 23 which are re~
ceived in the apertured depending lugs, desig-
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nated at 20 and 2! provided on the ring mem-
ber 8. Rigidly secured to the ring member 19
is the generaly U-shaped, rearwardly extending
handle 24 whose plane is inclined downwardly

~and rearwardly with respect to the plane of the

ring member 19, as shown in Figure 1. Desig-
nated at 25 is a strut member formed at its inter-
mediate portion with & peripheral flange 26.
Slidably mounted on the upper portion of ‘the
strut member 25 and limited against downward
sliding movement by the flange 25 is a sleeve
member 21. Designated at 28 is a link bar which
is connected at the back end to the sleeve mem-
ber 21 for pivotal movement about an axis 29
transverse of the sleeve member 21, as shown in
Pigure 4. Rigidly secured to the forward end of
the link bar 28 is a transversely extending sleeve
member 3¢ which is rotatably mounted on the
crossbar i5 of the H-shaped front frame 12,

The ring member 19 has rigidly secured to its
rear portion a depending stud element 3§ which
is receivable in the top end of the strut member
25, as shown in Figure 5, and which may be se-
cured therein by a clamping set screw 32 pro-
vided in the top end of strut member 25, said
screw- 32 being formed with the right-angled
handle 83 to facilitate rotation of the screw.
When the screw 32 is tightened, the strut mem-
ber 25 is rigidly secured to the ring member (9
and the forward portion of -the ring member {9
is supported on the wheeled, H-shaped frame {2,
said frame being restrained against rotation by
the link bar 28 which is connected to sleeve 21
on strut bar 25. From Figure 1 it will be seen
that the H-shaped frame 12 is inclined down-
wardly and forwardly when the carrier is in its
assembled position, whereby the load placed in
the ring-shaped member (9 will provide a sta-
bilizing effect tending to maintain the carrier
framework in the assembled position thereof
shown in Figure 1,

Secured to the lower end of the strut bar 25 is
the rubber supporting foot 34 which may be em-
ployed to support the strut member when the
carrier device is in a stationary position. Des-
ignated at 35 is a bracket or sleeve member
which is slidably mounted on the lower portion
of the strut bar 26 and which is provided with
the respective manually operated set screws 36
and 37 for adjusting the sieeve member 35 in a
degired position on the lower portion of the strut
bar 26. Rigidly secured to the sleeve member 35
are the opposed, transversely extending sleeve
elements 38 and 39 in which are secured the re-
spective shaft elements 46 and 41. Journaled on
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the shaft elements 40 and 41 are the respective
wheels 42 and 43. As shown in Figures 1, 2 and
4, the sleeve member 35 may be locked to strut
member 25 in a position wherein the wheels 42
" and 43 engage the ground and wherein the foot
member 34 is elevated out of contact therewith.
In this position the carrier device may be easily
moved from one position to another, as where
a basket, such as shown at 44 in Figure 1, is sup~
ported in-the ring member 8. When the car-
rier device is to be maintained in a stationary
position, the hand-operated set screws 36 and 31
are released and the sleeve member 35 is elevated,
allowing the strut bar 25 to be supported on its
rubber foot 34, the sleeve member 35 being se-
cured in-an elevated position for such. tlme as
the carrier is to remain stationary.

When the carrier is not in use, it may be folded -
to the position shown in Figure 7 by first releas- .

" ing the set screw 32 to disengage strut element

31 from the top end of the strut har 28, whereby-

said strut bar may be Qetached from the rmg
member 13 and folded toward the H—shaped
freme {2, the strut bar bemg received inside the
ring membe1 I9 as shown -in FIgure 6. When
the frame elements hav been folded to the posi~

tion thereof shown in Figure 7, the bight portion

of the ha.ndle 24 may be ‘substantlally received

between the Wheels 42 and 43, as shown in Fig-.

Curef, the sleeve 35 bemg rotated 90° from the po-

smon thereof when the carrier is in 1ts unfolded.
condltlon It w1ll be readﬂy apparent from Flg-'

ure 7 that the carrier, when in folded condition,

occuple a very small am unt of space and may
ted ;

ame

pr eferably formed of tubular metal such as iron
pipe, wherehy the carrier dev1ce is hght in welght
and has substantlal strength
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tive ground-engaging wheels journaled to the
jower ends of the side legs of said frame mem-

- ber, a strut member, a sleeve slidably mounted on

said strut member, a stop flange on said strut
member limiting downward sliding movement. of
said sleeve, a link bar pivotally connected at one

end to said sleeve and at its other end to the inter- ° :

. mediate portion of the crossbar of said H-shaped
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frame member, a ring member bivotally secured

to the top: ends of the side legs of said frame
member and detachably rigidly secured to said
top end of said strut member, a U-shaped handle.

- rigidly -secured to said ring member, a bracket - ‘

15

member adjustably secured to-the lower portion
‘of  said. strut ‘member - for sliding adjustment
thereon, and g pair of ground-engaging wheels.
Joumaled to sald bracket member.

2. A carrier deviece comprising an upstanding

H-shaped frame member, -ground - engaging
wheels journaled to the lower ends of the side
legs of said frame member, a link bar arranged
transversely of sa1d H-shaped member and hav-
ing one end rotatably supported on the crosshar

- of said H-shaped member, an upstanding strut

member arranged adJacent the other end of said
link bar and connected mtermedmte its ends to

. the other end of said hnk bar for pivotal move-

30

- ment-about an axis transverse of said strut mem-

ber, a:ring member arranged transversely of said:
H-shaped frame member and said strut membe1

“and having 2 portlon pivotally attached to the

top-ends of the gide legs of said H-shaped mem-
ber and having another portlon rigidly secured
to the top end of said strut member, a U-shaped
handle encu‘chng said another portlon of said

' ring"member and havmg the free ends of its legs
»‘ugldly secured to said anothel portion’ of said

b ring member another ground engaging Wheel

comprismg an H-shaped frame member respec-' 0

Journaled to the lower end of said strut member.
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