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To all, whon, it n-cu? concern: - 
Be it known that I, RUFUSS. MERRILL of 

invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Folding Boxes, of which the following 
is a specification. , 
My invention relates to folding paper boxes 

in which the closing of the end or ends is 
effected by folding flaps; and its object is to 
provide means whereby these flaps can con 
veniently and securely be interlocked or fas 
tened together. To this end two of the flaps, 
which may be termed the “main flaps,’ are 
united by a tongue-and-slot connection, and 
the other two flaps, which may be termed the 
** side flaps,’’ are interlocked with that one of 
the main flaps which carries the tongue by hav 
ing their ends tucked into slots formed in the 
tongue-flap back of the tongue. In this way 
the flaps are all bound together and are se 
curely held in place so as to form a strong 
end piece for the box. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
represents a portion of a box containing my 
improvement, the end flaps being open or 
unfolded. Fig. 2 is a view of the same with 

The flaps are lettered A B C D. A. and 
B are what I have termed the “main flaps,’ 
and C and Dare the side flaps. Flap A is pro 
vided with a tongue, a, and flap B has a slot, 
b, to receive said tongue. In this flap A back 

of the tongue are formed two slots, c, which 
stand at an angle to the hinge-line of the 
flap, and are intended each to receive the end 35 
of one of the side flaps. 
The manner of closing the end of the box is 

as follows: The flap B is first folded inwardly, 
then the flap A is folded down upon B, and 
its tongue, a, is tucked into the slot b in the 4c 
latter flap, and next the side flaps are folded 
down upon flap A, the inner end of each side 
flap being tucked into the appropriate slot c, 
formed for it in the tongue-flap A. The flaps 
thus interlocked provide the box with a strong 45 
end. They are held securely in place and 
still can be readily disengaged from one an 
other whenever it is desired to open the box. 
Having described my improvement, what I 

clain), and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 5c 
IS- - 

A folding box provided with two main flaps 
united by a tongue-and-slot connection, and 
with two side flaps adapted to be tucked into 
slots formed for their reception in the main 55 
tongue-flap, substantially as and for the pur 
poses hereinbefore set forth. 

In testimony whereof. I have hereunto set 
my hand this 26th day of January, 1885. 

RUFUS S. MERRILL. 
Witnesses: 

M. BAILEY, 
J. WALTER BLANDFORD. 

  


