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(57)  The machine (10) enables a desired number of
metal sheets to be separated from a master pack (20)
and comprises a first cradle (12) movable between a
horizontal first position, a second position close to ver-
tical, and a vertical third position. The first cradle (12) is
provided with a bed (14) and a relative perpendicular
side wall (16). The first cradle (12) is also provided with
means (44) for moving its bed (14) parallel to itself. A
second cradle (24) is movable between a vertical first
position, in which it faces the first cradle (12) when in its
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third position, and a second position close to vertical.
The second cradle (24) is provided with a bed (26) and
a relative perpendicular side wall (28). The second cra-
dle (24) is also provided with means (34) for moving its
bed (26) parallel to itself. A separator element (38) is
insertable between the metal sheets (20) carried by the
first cradle (12) when in its second position to separate
the desired number (36) thereof from the master pack
(20). The separator element (38) also acts as a pusher
against the separated metal sheets (36) to move them
onto the second cradle (24).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a machine
which enables a desired number of metal sheets to be
separated from a so-called master pack, in order to form
a so-called derivative pack or an assembly of several
derivative packs.

[0002] The term "master pack " means a pack of
sheets of any metal or alloy, usually separated from
each other by a paper sheet, the pack being rested on
a relative pallet which facilitates its handling. The term
"derivative pack" means a pack which is formed from
the metal sheets withdrawn from the master pack and
still separated from each other by a paper sheet, and is
for example to be despatched to a client. In the assem-
bly formed from several derivative packs, a sheet of
plastic material is normally interposed to divide the var-
ious derivative packs from each other.

[0003] The operation of separating a determined
number of metal sheets from a master pack to form a
derivative pack is currently carried out manually, at the
most with the aid of suckers or, if the metal sheets are
of ferromagnetic material, by means of magnets. In all
cases, one metal sheet together with the relative paper
sheet is withdrawn at a time from the master pack, in
which the metal sheets are disposed horizontal, resting
on the relative pallet, to form the derivative pack on an-
other pallet.

[0004] As will be immediately apparent such an oper-
ation, besides being lengthy and fatiguing for the per-
sonnel concerned, exposes them to the danger of acci-
dents.

[0005] The objectof the presentinventionis to provide
a machine which enables the desired number of metal
sheets to be withdrawn from a master pack, and form a
derivative pack or an assembly of derivative packs with
total safety and minimum fatigue for the personnel con-
cerned.

[0006] This object is attained by the machine of the
present invention, comprising:

- afirst cradle movable between a horizontal first po-
sition, a second position close to vertical, and a ver-
tical third position, the first cradle being provided
with a bed and a relative perpendicular side wall,
the bed being able to receive a master pack togeth-
er with the relative pallet when the first cradle is in
its first position, in the second position of the first
cradle the metal sheets of the master pack resting
by their edges against the side wall of the first cra-
dle, the first cradle also being provided with means
for moving its bed parallel to itself;

- asecond cradle movable between a vertical first po-
sition, in which it faces the first cradle when in its
third position, and a second position close to verti-
cal, the second cradle being provided with a bed
and a relative perpendicular side wall, the second
cradle being also provided with means for moving
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its bed parallel to itself, the free edge of the side wall
of the second cradle substantially coinciding with
the free edge of the side wall of the first cradle both
when both cradles are in their second position and
when the first cradle is in its third position and the
second cradle is in its first position;

- a separator element insertable between the metal
sheets carried by the first cradle when in its second
position to separate the desired number thereof
from the master pack, the separator element also
acting as a pusher against the separated metal
sheets to move them onto the second cradle when
this is in its second position.

[0007] The invention will be more easily understand-
able from the following description of one embodiment
thereof. In this description reference is made to the ac-
companying drawings, in which Figures from 1 to 12
show a machine of the present invention in its various
stages of operation, the machine illustrated being par-
ticularly suitable for receiving master packs formed from
metal sheets of dimensions between 2000 x 1000 and
4000 x 1500 millimetres, with a thickness between 0.5
and 8 millimetres, the master pack normally having a
weight up to 3000 kg and containing up to 200 metal
sheets.

[0008] As can be seen from Figure 1, the machine of
the invention, indicated overall by 10, comprises a first
cradle 12 which itself comprises a bed 14 movable par-
allel to itself, and a perpendicular side wall 16. The first
cradle 12 is conveniently constructed with a structure
formed from steel sections. Neither the bed 14 nor the
side wall 16 needs to have a continuous surface, they
being able to be in the form for example of a rack or a
frame also constructed from steel sections.

[0009] The bed 14 is moved parallel to itself for exam-
ple by conventional hydraulically operated devices.
[0010] In Figure 1 the machine 10 is shown in its
stand-by position in which, by means for example of an
automatic conveyor 18 (partly shown in said figure), a
master pack of metal sheets 20, provided with its relative
pallet 22, is disposed on the bed 14 of the machine 10.
For this purpose there can also be provided for example
a motorized roller table which extends along the centre
of the rack forming the bed 14 when the first cradle 12
lies in its aforesaid first position (i.e. in the horizontal
position), with the right side of the master pack 20 rest-
ing against the side wall 16 of the first cradle 12. It should
be noted that instead of using the conveyor 18, the mas-
ter pack can be fed to the machine 10 in other ways, for
example by a conventional fork lift truck.

[0011] The machine 10 comprises a second cradle 24
also comprising a bed 26 and relative perpendicular side
wall 28. The second cradle with its relative bed 26 and
side wall 28 can be formed in a similar manner to that
already described with regard to the first cradle 12, so
that no further description will be given.

[0012] As can be seen from Figure 1, the second cra-
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dle 24 lies in the position already described as its second
position, in which it has an orientation close to the ver-
tical.

[0013] The machine 10 is also provided with a station
32 for the operator or operators (normally not more than
two). In the figure a single operator is shown for simplic-
ity, indicated by 30. This station consists essentially of
a raised footboard or gangway on which all the various
controls of the machine 10 (not shown for simplicity) are
disposed in a manner easily accessible by the operator.
These controls are connected to a control unit of micro-
processor type, and in particular to a personal computer
(not shown in the figures for simplicity).

[0014] When a master pack 20 has been disposed on
the bed 14, the operator 30 operates a relative control
to cause the control unit to activate corresponding op-
erating means (not shown, but of conventional type, and
preferably of hydraulic type) which move the first cradle
12 from its first position (Figure 1) to its second position
(Figure 2) in which the master pack 20 has an orientation
as close as possible to vertical (in this, taking obvious
account of the fact that the metal sheets of the pack 20
must always lie in a safety condition, i.e. without any
tendency to accidentally overturn against the bed 26 of
the adjacent second cradle 24, which could represent a
danger to the operator 30, especially to his hands). The
control unit then activates other operating means (indi-
cated schematically by the arrows 34 in Figure 2) to
move the bed 26 from its withdrawn position (Figure 1)
to its advanced position (Figure 2) in which the lower
edge of the bed 14 touches the master pack 20. The
operator 30 can now count the number of metal sheets
to be separated, making them overturn one or more at
a time (according to what is most comfortable) with hits
hands (this being very simple, in view of the position of
the master pack 20), so that the desired number of metal
sheets to be separated lie in the condition shown in Fig-
ure 3, in which these metal sheets form a derivative pack
36b which rests against the bed 26 of the second cradle
24. The derivative pack 36 however still lies with its edge
against the side wall 16 of the first cradle 12. The re-
maining metal sheets of the master pack are indicated
in Figure 3 by 20A. At this point the operator 30 extracts
any paper separation sheet lying between the derivative
pack 26 and the remainder of the master pack 20A.
[0015] As a result of the intervention of the operator
30, who operates an appropriate control (not shown),
the control unit causes a separation element 38 in the
form of a wedge (not visible in Figures 1 and 2 because
it lies at a height outside the range of said figures) to
descend from above (Figure 3). This wedge 38 can be
conveniently suspended on steel cables (not shown), so
that it can be easily raised and lowered by a convention-
al hoist. The wedge 38 is conveniently covered with a
suitable material to prevent damage to the metal sheets
with which it comes into contact. The wedge 38 must be
lowered in such a manner that it becomes inserted be-
tween the remainder 20A of the master pack and the
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derivative pack 36 which has just been formed, the
wedge 38, if of sufficient weight, attaining the position
indicated by 38A in Figure 3 by gravity. At this point, ei-
ther by intervention of the operator 30 or as a result of
a signal from an appropriate sensor which informs the
control unit that the wedge 38 has reached the required
lower position, the control unit causes the wedge 38,
which extends at its two sides beyond the metal sheets,
to be engaged by pusher means (not shown for simplic-
ity, but of conventional type), conveniently of hydraulic
operation, which exert on the wedge 38 a horizontal
thrust in the direction of the second cradle 24. Simulta-
neously the control unitinactivates the operating means
34, so that the relative bed 26, under the thrust of the
wedge 38, withdraws together with the derivative pack
36, until appropriate sensors (not shown) with which the
machine 10 is provided (for example photosensors)
sense that the entire derivative pack 36 has been trans-
ferred beyond the horizontal line 40 forming the bound-
ary line between the side wall 16 of the first cradle 12
and the side wall 28 of the second cradle 24. At this point
the control unit causes the separation wedge 38 torise,
so that it is no longer visible in Figure 5. This figure
shows the next stage, in which the first cradle 12 has
been made to return by the control unit into its first po-
sition (horizontal). It is therefore possible to remove the
remainder 20A of the master pack and hence be able,
if required, to place on the bed 14 another master pack
composed of metal sheets of dimensions or material dif-
ferent from the preceding.

[0016] We willassume for simplicity that the new mas-
ter pack is that indicated in Figure 5 by 20A, and in par-
ticular an incomplete master pack from which a deter-
mined number of metal sheets have already been re-
moved (there is obviously no difference if the new mas-
ter pack is complete), so that its upper face is moved to
the level of the upper edge of the side wall 16. On com-
mand by the operator 30, the control unit returns the first
cradle 12 from its first position (Figure 5) to its second
position (Figure 6). In the meantime the operator 30 will
have preferably placed on the free face of the derivative
pack 36, already present on the second cradle 24, a
sheet (normally of plastic material) which conveniently
serves to divide the first derivative pack 36 from the new
derivative pack which is to be formed and will be com-
posed of a different type of metal sheet. At this point the
aforedescribd operations are repeated, i.e. manual sep-
aration by the operator 30 of a certain number of metal
sheets from the second master pack, which will be rest-
ed against the free side (possibly covered by the afore-
said plastic separation sheet) of the first derivative pack
36, and will form the second derivative pack.

[0017] Atthis point, preferably on command by the op-
erator (however the control unit could do this directly, in
which case the machine 10 would have to be provided
with a sensor which informs the control unit that the first
cradle 12 has returned to its second position) the inser-
tion operation for the separation wedge 38 is repeated
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as far as the position indicated by 38A in Figure 6, as is
the operation involving the forced movement of the
wedge towards the first derivative pack, with simultane-
ous withdrawal of the bed 14 from the second cradle 24
(Figure 7), so as to accumulate on this latter the assem-
bly of two derivative packs, this assembly being indicat-
ed in Figure 6 by 36A, whereas the remainder of the
second master pack is indicated by 20B.

[0018] Figure 8 describes the next stage, in which the
first cradle 12, with the remainder 20B of the second
master pack, is returned to its initial position.

[0019] At this pointit is apparent that the same oper-
ation can be repeated with a third master pack, and so
on, tofinally obtain on the second cradle 24 an assembly
formed from the required number of derivative packs
(separated from each other preferably by a plastic
sheet), each formed of the desired number of metal
sheets of the required type (in accordance with the re-
quirements of a determined client), the maximum
number of derivative packs and/or of metal sheets for
each derivative pack being determined only by the ca-
pacity of the second cradle 24.

[0020] Finally, having obtained the required assembly
36A of derivative packs, and after removing the remain-
der of the last master pack from the first cradle 12, a
conventional pallet or in the limit simple flat planking,
indicated in Figure 9 by 42, is disposed on the bed 14
of the first cradle 12. At this point, either automatically
or by the intervention of the operator 30, the control unit
activates operating means (indicated schematically in
Figure 9 by the arrows 44, preferably of hydraulic type)
which enable the upper edge of the pallet 42 to be
moved to the level of the upper edge of the side wall 16,
the first cradle 12 then being brought into that position
defined hereinbefore as its third position (vertical). At
the same time the second cradle 24 is also brought into
that position defined hereinbefore as its first position (al-
so vertical), by which the situation of Figure 10 is ob-
tained. At this point, either by intervention of the opera-
tor operating an appropriate control, or automatically (if
the control unit is provided with suitable sensors which
inform it when the vertical position of both cradles 12
and 24 has been attained), the control unit activates the
operating means 34 of the bed 26 so that the assembly
of derivative packs 36A, including the pallet 42, is moved
from the second cradle 24 to the first cradle 12, as
shown in Figure 11.

[0021] Having done this, again by the intervention of
the operator 30 or automatically (if sensors are provided
to inform the control unit when this situation has been
attained), the control unit returns the first cradle 12 to its
first position, so that the assembly 36A of derivative
packs can be removed, to hence conclude the sched-
uled cycle. The machine 10 is now ready to effect a new
cycle.

[0022] The machine 10 can conveniently be provided
with conventional load cells which enable the weight of
the formed derivative packs to be determined, either by
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difference or by addition.

[0023] It should be noted that the machine of the
present invention can be conveniently used in all those
concerns which process sheets of any metal or alloy, or
in which a client has to be supplied with assemblies
formed from a determined number of metal sheets per
type. It is immediately apparent that the machine of the
present invention enables a considerable time and cost
saving to be obtained, in addition to substantially elimi-
nating the risk of accidents to the personnel concerned.

Claims

1. A machine for separating a desired number of metal
sheets from a master pack, in order to form a deriv-
ative pack or an assembly of derivative packs, com-
prising:

- afirstcradle (12) movable between a horizontal
first position, a second position close to vertical,
and a vertical third position, the first cradle (12)
being provided with a bed (14) and a relative
perpendicular side wall (16), the bed (14) being
able to receive a master pack (20) together with
the relative pallet when the first cradle (12) is in
its first position, in the second position of the
first cradle (12) the metal sheets of the master
pack (20) resting by their edges against the side
wall (16) of the first cradle (12), the first cradle
(12) also being provided with means (44) for
moving its bed (14) parallel to itself;

- asecond cradle (24) movable between a verti-
calfirst position, in which it faces the first cradle
(12) when inits third position, and a second po-
sition close to vertical, the second cradle (24)
being provided with a bed (26) and a relative
perpendicular side wall (28), the second cradle
(24) being also provided with means (34) for
moving its bed (26) parallel to itself, the free
edge of the side wall (28) of the second cradle
(24) substantially coinciding with the free edge
of the side wall (16) of the first cradle (12) both
when both cradles (12, 24) are in their second
position and when the first cradle (12) is in its
third position and the second cradle (24) is in
its first position;

- a separator element (38) insertable between
the metal sheets (20) carried by the first cradle
(12) when in its second position to separate the
desired number (36) thereof from the master
pack (20), the separator element (38) also act-
ing as a pusher element against the separated
metal sheets (36) to move them onto the sec-
ond cradle (24) when this is in its second posi-
tion.

2. A machine (10) as claimed in claim 1, wherein an
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operation control unit for the machine (10) is pro-
vided.

A machine (10) as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
control unit is of microprocessor type. 5

A machine (10) as claimed in claim 1, wherein hy-
draulic means are provided for moving the first cra-

dle (12) and the second cradle (24) into their various
positions, for moving parallel to itself both the bed 70
(14) of the first cradle (12) and the bed (26) of the
second cradle (24), and for operating the separator
element (38) as a pusher.

A machine (10) as claimed in claim 1, wherein a 15
hoist is provided for raising and lowering the sepa-
rator element (38), the separator element (38) being

in the form of a wedge of adequate weight.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 1 281 646 A1

30



EP 1 281 646 A1

18

)610;0[010 VIVIVILIVILIU
PO TXIOaR0Y

{
b5

el

18

)O‘O%:?'—. i' '00%2'0(‘5
| N/
9




EP 1 281 646 A1




EP 1 281 646 A1




EP 1 281 646 A1

2
—b- ./ﬂ,‘/f 3
w17 Ut

10

7



EP 1 281 646 A1

N
N




{Poa

2

1503 028
1503 03.8

M

EBCED

EP 1 281 646 A1

a ) Eun:opean Patent EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT n Application Number
Office EP 02 01 7133

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE

te
Category of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int.CLT7}

A US 5 879 129 A (HANNEBAUER JAMES B ET AL)|(1,4,5 B65H3/32
9 March 1999 (1999-03-09)

* column 6, line 56 ~ column 9, line 35 *
* figures 1-14 *

A US 4 019 639 A (STOBB WALTER JOHN) 1,4
26 April 1977 (1977-04-26)

# column 2, line 52 - column 6, line 11 *
* figure 1 *

A DE 52 813 C (EDWARD DUMMER) 1
30 October 1889 (1889-10-30)

* page 4, column 1, Tline 1 - column 2,
Tine 15 =*

* figure 6

A DE 10 13 156 B (WILLI BERBERICH) 1
1 August 1957 (1957-08-01)

# column 3, 1ine 4 - column 5, Tine 51 =*
* figures 1-6 *

J— TECHNICAL FIELDS
e 4 . . SEARCHED int.CLY,
A DE 30 12 752 A (THIES F) 5 tmetn
8 October 1981 (1981-10-08) B65H
* page 6, line 18 - page 10, Tine 6 * B65G
* figures 1-6 *
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Flace of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
THE HAGUE 15 November 2002 Papatheofrastou, M
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T theory or principle underlying the invention
E : earlier patent documend, but published on, or
X particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another [ : document cited in the application
document of the same category i : document cited for other reasons
A technological background e 4 e A e e
O 1 non-written disclosure & - member of the same patent family, corresponding
P intermediate document document

12



EP 1 281 646 A1

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 02 01 7133

This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above~mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

15-11-2002
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date

Us 5879129 A 09-03-1999 CA 2230464 Al 28~08-1998

Us 4019639 A 26-04-1977  CH 614179 A5 15-11-1979

DE 2701028 Al 28-07-1977

FR 2338881 Al 19~08-1977

GB 1575825 A 01-10-1980

GB 1575826 A 01-10-1980

NL 7700754 A B, 28-07-1977

SE 414626 B 11~-08-1980

SE 7700694 A 27~-07-1977
DE 52813 C NONE
DE 1013156 B 01-08-1957  NONE

DE 3012752 A 08-10~1981 DE 3012752 Al (08-10-1981

.l
i For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

13



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

