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1. 

This invention relates to an indexing device and 
has for its primary object the provision of a 
device whereby a plurality of sheets may be se 
quentially exhibited at a window upon normal 
movement of the carrier and upon reverse move 
ment of this carrier any portion of substantially 
the entire surface of a predetermined sheet may 
be exhibited at the same window. Whenever it is 
desired to find the addresses and telephone num 
bers of all persons whose names begin with a par 
ticular letter, all that need be done is to move 
the carrier in the casing until the sheet corre 
Sponding to this particular letter is exhibited be 
fore a Window and then the notion of the carrier 
is reversed. In this second phase of the opera 
tion, the entire predetermined sheet may eventu 
ally be exposed before the Window thus revealing 
all of the names, addresses and telephone num 
bers of the persons whose last names begin with 
the particular letter. Also, the device may be 
used to enter a desired name, address and tele 
phone number readily and easily, on a sheet that 
is not entirely filled up. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

Vision of a carrier in an indexing device to which 
a plurality of sheets may be removably secured 
in proper spaced relation thereon. 
Another object of this invention is the provision 

of an indexing device with an alphabet on the 
carrier and an alphabet on the casing and in 
dicia on the sheet Secured to the carrier, which 
indicia are so arranged on the sheet that when 
a particular letter is selected by means of the 
carrier alphabet, the indicia, will align itself with 
the corresponding letter of the casing alphabet. 
Thus, the operator is assured that the sheet 
Selected is the one desired. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a compact, easily assembled, and easily 
disassembled indexing device which may be readi 
ly manufactured of light-weight material and 
which may be easily operated by Office people. 
A particular feature of this invention is the 

provision of a particular selector in the casing 
which does not function to separate any sheet, 
when the carrier is normally moved to exhibit the 
sheets before the window, but which automatical 
ly and simply retains all of the sheets beneath 
a predetermined one upon reverse motion of the 
carrier and directs all of the sheets into a storage 
compartment while any portion of the predeter 
mined sheet is exposed and exhibited before the 
WindoW. 

These, together with various ancillary objects 
and features of the invention which will later 
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2 
become apparent as the following description 
proceeds, are attained by this device, a preferred 
embodiment of which has been illustrated by Way 
of example only in the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the entire in 
dexer in assembly, depicting the manner in Which 
an index on a predetermined sheet aligns itself 
With a letter of the alphabet. On the casing corre 
sponding to the letter of the alphabet on the hand 
knob which operates the carrier; 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary perSpective View of 
the indexer depicting a sheet exhibited before 
the Window With information on the sheet de 
Sired; 

Figure 3 is a longitudinal vertical Sectional 
view taken substantially on the plane of the Sec 
tion line 3-3 of Figure 1; 

Figure 4 is a transverse Sectional view taken 
substantially on the plane of section line 4-4 
of Figure 3, with parts shown in elevation; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a sheet before 
it is Secured to the carrier; and 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary transverse Sectional 
view showing the selecting lip in detail and in 
Operation with a Selected and retained Sheet. 

Specific reference is now made to the drawings. 
In the several views of the accompanying draw 
ings and in the following specification, similar 
reference characters indicate corresponding ele 
ments throughout. 
Generally indicated at ) is a casing prefer 

ably made of light-weight metal such as alu 
minum which consists of a base plate f2 which 
is upwardly curved at its forward end as at 4 
to form a front member and which has a rear 
upright member 6 integral with the back edge 
thereof which upright member is in turn inte 
gral With an angulated portion 8. The edges 
of the base plate f2 are flanged throughout as 
at 23 and are provided with apertures as at 22 
which receive fastening means such as screws 
24 for removably retaining a pair of spaced par 
allel side pieces 26 which are also provided with 
suitable apertures for alignment with the aper 
tures 22 of the base plate. 

Positioned between the side plates 26 and re 
movably Secured to the top side portions of the 
plates is another plate 28 whose forward portion 
30 is downwardly and inwardly curved and whose 
back portion 32 is in the form of a downwardly 
inclined lip. The side edges of the plate 28 are 
provided with flanges and fastening engaging 
apertures therein for removably receiving fas 
tening means Such as ScreWS 34 for removably 
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securing the plate 28 to both of the side plates 
26. The plate 28 is so positioned in the casing 
that the forward member 30 is spaced from but 
does not abut the base plate 2. 
The casing is completed by providing a men 

ber 36 whose forward member is downwardly 
curved as at 38 and is suitably and removably 
secured to the member f4. The central portion 
of this plate 36 is substantially flat and integral 
therewith at its back portion or back edge is 
an upwardly and outwardly curved plate mem 
ber 40 the top portion of which is cut out to pro 
vide a window as at 42. Where the upwardly 
curved member 40 meets and joins with the flat 
portion of the plate member 36 a downwardly 
curved transverse lip is obtained as at 44, this 
lip. 44 being identified hereinafter as the Selector. 
lip. The plate member 36 is in effect an outer 
covering of the casing and is spaced from the 
inner plate member 28 by virtue of the fact that 
it rests upon the flange member associated with 
the plate member 28 as shown in Figure 3. Thus, 
a storage compartment 46 is provided between 
the outer plate member 35 and the inner plate 
member 28. 

Rotatably mounted to the casing beneath the 
arcuate plate member 40 and transversely dis 
posed in said casing between the side plates 26 
is a reel A8 having a shaft 50 and trunnions 52 
at both ends of the shaft which are journalled 
through appropriate apertures in the side plates 
26 provided therefor. To one of these trunnions 
and outside one of the side plates 26 a hand 
knob. 54 is removably secured by means of a re 
cess screw. This hand-knob is preferably 
knurled as at 56 and is further provided With an 
alphabet 58, the letters of which are circum 
ferentially spaced around the knob and adjacent 
the side plates 26. 

Fixedly secured to the shaft 5 at One end 
thereof and adjacent to the inner Surface of 
the side plates 26 is a circular plate 60 which is 
somewhat flexible and is provided with a plu 
rality of circumferentially spaced apertures. To 
the opposite end of the shaft 50 and adjacent the 
inner surface of the opposite plate 26 a toothed 
gear 62 is fixedly secured which like plate 60 
is also circular and is provided with a plurality 
of circumferentially spaced apertures. Extend 
ing across the entire length of the shaft 50 and 
removably received by the apertures provided in 
the gear. 62 and in the plate 60, a plurality of 
spindles 64 are provided which are in effect ap 
propriately spaced and lie parallel to the axis 
of rotation of the shaft, 50. These spindles 64 
retain the sheets on the rotatable spindle 50. 
The sheets 66 have a free edge On One end 

which is reinforced as at 68 and is provided With 
a sleeve 70 on the other end. Proximate the 
free end an index line 2 is provided beneath 
Which Will be found the name, telephone hun-- 
ber and/or the address of a person as ShoWn 
at 74. Proximate the sleeved end of the sheets 
a line. 76 is provided which indicates the end of 
the sheet. The spindles carried by the shaft 
50 are journalled through the sleeve 70 of the 
sheets, which sheets are wound on the reel 48 
in Such manner that their free ends are eX 
posed in spaced overlapping relation. 
Extending transversely in the casing beneath. 

the reel 48 and revolvably retained by means of 
suitable pintles 8 to the side plates 26 is pro 
vided a feed roller 80 having a toothed gear 82 
at one end thereof. Which meshes With the toothed 
gear-62 of the reel 48. A plurality of guide roll 
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ers 84 having pintles 86 are also provided which 
are disposed transversely in the casing between 
the side plates 26 and positioned adjacent the 
inner surfaces of the members 6 and 8. 
Transversely disposed in the casing and be 

neath the window 42 another alphabet 59 is also 
provided, the significance of which will be ex 
plained hereinafter. 
The practical operation of the indexer is as 

follows. Suppose the operator is desirous of ob 
taining all the names, addresses and telephone 
numbers of persons with surnames beginning 
with the letter G. He would turn the knob 54 
in a counter-clockwise direction until the free 
end of a sheet containing a name beginning with 
the letter G appears before the window. The 
index line 72 on that sheet would align itself 
with the letter G of the casing alphabet 59 while 
at the same time, the letter G on the knob al 
phabet 58 will align itself with a marker on the 
arcuate element 40 opposite the window 42. To 
obtain all the names and pertinent information 
on this sheet, and possibly to insert another 
name and information, the operator reverses 
the rotation of the wheel by turning the knob 
54 in a clockwise direction. As ShoWin in Fig 
ure 6, the sheet adjacent to the G sheet and all 
the sheets therebeneath will be stopped from ro 
tating on the reel in front of the WindoW by the 
lip selector 34 and will be led into the storage 
compartment 46 while the G sheet passes be 
fore and is completely exposed in the Window. 
The operator continues this reverse rotation until 
he reaches the marker 76 which indicates the 
end of the sheet whereupon he returns to a 
counter-clockwise or normal rotation of the reel 
for further use. w 
In View of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the de 
Vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in 
this art. A more detailed description is accord 
ingly deemed unnecessary. 

Having described the invention. What is claimed 
aS new is: v. . 

... An indexing device comprising a casing in 
cluding a base, Side members and front and rear 
eild members, a reel rotatably mounted in the 
side members adjacent the rear end member, a 
plurality of circumferentially spaced sheets each 
renovably Secured by One end to Said reel in over 
lapping relationship, a first plate removably Se 
cured on the upper edges of the front and side 
members, Said plate including an upwardly and 
rearwardly inclined portion at its rear end form 
ing a downwardly curved transverse selector lip 
at the point of juncture of Saidportion and Said 
first plate, a transverse window in said portion at 
itS rear end, and a second plate disposed in Said 
CaSing and Secured to the Side members thereof 
in Spaced relation to said first plate, front mem 
ber and base member to for in a sheet storage 
Space, Whereby When said reel is rotated in one 
direction the sheets are sequentially exhibited at 
the window and upon reverse movement of the 
reel, the Selector lip Separates a predetermined 
Sheet to exhibit any portion of the entire Surface 
thereof at the window while the remaining sheets. 
beneath the predetermined sheet slide into and 
through the Storage Space. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the 
front ends of Said first and Second plates and said 
front member of said casing are arcuated. . . 

3. The combination of claim 1 and a hand-knob 
carried by said reel for rotating the reel said, 
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knob having an alphabet circumferentially Spaced REFERENCES CTED 
thereon. 

stilitation at labet The Ellynisterences are of record in the carried by Said casing beneath said Window. 
5. The combination of claim 4 and an indicia 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS 

on each sheet so arranged thereon that When a Number Name Date 
Sheet is Selected by means of the alphabet. On 403,673 Jenkins ------------ May 21, 1889 
said knob, said indicia is aligned with a letter 473,508 Jenkins ------------ Apr. 26, 1892 
of the casing alphabet corresponding to the letter 1,234,415 Swanson ------------ July 24, 1917 
Selected on said knob. lO 1548,019 Babson et al. -------- Aug. 4, 1925 

JENSA, ORTENOAHL. 

  


