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This invention relates to an improvement in can pack 
ages and deals particularly with an inexpensive carton 
capable of containing a plurality of cans. 

During recent years the use of paperboard cartons for 
containing a series of cans has become increasingly popu 
lar. With such packages the tendency for a purchaser to 
buy a series of cans of goods is correspondingly increased. 
At the same time the cartons must be produced at low 
cost in order to avoid a substantial increase in the cost 
of the goods. The present carton is designed to accom 
plish this result. An object of the present invention lies 
in the provision of a sleeve capable of accommodating a 
plurality of cans arranged transversely of the length of 
the sleeve. For example, many such cartons contain six 
cans which are arranged in two side by side rows of three 
cans, the three cans of each row being longitudinally 
aligned. A connecting strip is provided at each end of 
the sleeve between the rows of cans to hold the cans from 
sliding through the open ends of the sleeves. 
A feature of the present invention lies in the provision 

of a sleeve having open ends and preferably of a length 
Somewhat less than the length of the aligned cans of each 
of two or more rows. A strip extends across each end 
of the sleeve between each adjoining pair of rows, the 
strip preventing the removal of the cans from the open 
ends of the sleeve without tearing or distorting the strip 
or sleeve. 
A further feature of the present invention lies in the 

provision of a sleeve designed to encircle a plurality of 
rows of cans and in which a substantial portion of the 
Surface of the end cans of the rows is visible. As a re 
Sult the customer may see the labels on the cans and im 
mediately recognize the product. At the same time the 
sleeve surface provides a substantial advertising space. 

These and other objects and novel features of my inven 
tion will be more clearly and fully set forth in the follow 
ing specification and claims. 

In the drawings forming a part of the specification: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a carton showing the 

general construction thereof. 
Figure 2 is a sectional view through the carton on a 

plane normal to the axes of the cans. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view through the carton be 

tween adjoining rows of cans. 
Figure 4 is a diagrammatic view of the blank from 

which the sleeve is formed. 
Figure 5 is a diagrammatic view of a strip of the type 

which may be employed in conjunction with the sleeve 
of Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a sectional view similar to Figure 3 show 
ing a modified form of cans. 

In the foregoing description the carton has been de 
Scribed as being designed for containing cans as the prod 
uct has been normally used for this purpose. However, 
other objects usually of cylindrical shape may also be con 
tained. Furthermore, with the present construction, cans 
having crown tops may be contained, although perhaps 
not as successively as fully cylindrical objects, 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2 
The carton is extremely simple in form and comprises 

a sheet of paperboard including four wall panels 10, 11, 
12 and 13 which are foldably connected along parallel 
fold lines 14, 15 and 16. A glue flap 17 is hingedly con 
nected to an end wall of the series such as the panel 13 
along a fold line 19. The sleeve is completed by gluing 
the glue flap 17 in surface contact with the panel 10. 
When the sleeve has been formed, it is usually somewhat 
shorter than the combined diameters of the cylindrical 
objects of each row being contained. In the particular 
arrangement illustrated, the sleeve is designed to contain 
six cans which are arranged in two rows each containing 
three cans, the three cans extending longitudinally of the 
sleeve between the open ends thereof. 

In order to hold the cans in place, an elongated strip 
20 of paperboard or tape of a suitable character is ad 
hered to the top panel which in the arrangement illus 
trated may comprise the panel 10. The ends of the strip 
21 and 22 are drawn down between the two rows of cans 
23 so as to engage the cans outwardly of the line of sepa 
ration between the two rows. As indicated in Figure 3 
of the drawings, the ends 24 and 25 of the strip 20 are 
adhered to the surface of the bottom panel 12. 
When the tape or strip is in place the point of engage 

ment between the strip and the cans is such as to pro 
duce end openings on the sleeve which are narrower than 
the diameters of the cans so as to securely hold the cans 
in the sleeve. In other words, the strip 20 is of sufficient 
width so that the distance between the edges of this strip 
and the parallel end edges of the sleeve are more narrow 
than the can diameter. 

It is not necessary to limit the number of rows of cans 
to two rows. However, if more than two rows are pro 
vided a tape strip is provided between each pair of ad 
joining rows and the distance between the edges of the 
tapes will then be more narrow than the diameter of the 
cans. When the strips are in place, the cans cannot be 
removed without tearing either the strip or the sleeve. 

In Figure 6 of the drawings I disclose a slightly modi 
fied form of construction. In this arrangement, in place 
of the strip 20, two separate strips 26 and 27 are pro 
vided. Ends 29 and 30 of these strips overlie the top 
sleeve panel 10 while the opposite ends 31 and 32 of the 
strips underlie the lower panel 12 of the sleeve. The ends 
are adhered to the sleeves and the strips engage the sur 
faces of the end cans of the series at points outwardly 
spaced from the point of contact of the cans of the two 
rows so as to securely hold the cans from sliding from 
the open ends of the sleeves. 

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have described 
the principles of construction and operation of my can 
containing carton, and while I have endeavored to set 
forth the best embodiment thereof, I desire to have it un 
derstood that obvious changes may be made within the 
Scope of the following claims without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A sleeve in combination with a series of generally 

similar cylindrical objects arranged with their axes in 
parallel relation providing a carton including four rec 
tangularly arranged panels hingedly connected together 
with two of the panels extending normal to the axes of 
the cans, the sleeve being of proper width to accommo 
date a pair of said cylindrical objects in side by side re 
lation contacting the adjacent panels of the sleeve, the 
plane of the end edges at one end of the sleeve being be 
tween a plane through the axes of the cylindrical objects 
and a parallel plane tangent to the outer peripheries of 
said objects, and a flexible strip secured to the first men 
tioned parallel panels and extending therebetween parallel 
to the axes of the cans, said strip being substantially nar 
rower than the diameter of said objects, the portion of the 
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strip extending between the first mentioned parallel panels 
being substantially in the plane of the end edges of said 
panels at one end of said sleeve. 

2. The structure described in claim 1 including:a::strip 
extending across, the other, end of the sleeve in parallel, 
opposed relation to the first strip and connecting the first. 
mentioned panels. 

3. A can carton including a generally rectangular sleeve 
including four rectangularly arranged foldably, connected 
panels, a plurality of similar cylindrical objects in said 
sleeve. and arranged in rows in side-by-side relation with 
their axes normal to two parallel panels, said two paral 
lel panels being substantially equal in width to the diame 
ters, of two of said cylindrical objects, said sleeve being 
substantially shorter than the sum of the diameters of the 
cylindrical objects of each row and tape strip means ex 
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4. 
tending across. each of the open ends of said, sleeve be 
tween adjoining cylindrical objects and in the plane of 
the end edges of said panels at the open ends of said 
sleeve, said strip being substantially narrower than the 
diameter of said objects. 

4. The structure described in claim 3 and in which 
said strips overlying opposite open ends of said sleeves 
are connected. . 

5. The structure described in claim 3 and in which 
the strips overlying opposite open ends of said sleeve are 
Separate. 
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