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portion may rest upon the bottom flange of
the corresponding rail 1. A clamping bolt
15 is engaged through one end portion of
each clamp 14, through the lower or rear-
wardly projecting flange of the cross bar
12, and through the lower or inwardly pro-
jecting flange of the corresponding rail 1,
while & similar bolt 16 is engaged through
the other end portion of the said clamp 14
and through the bottom or inwardly pro-
jecting flange of the said rail 1, the heads
of the bolts 15 and 16 being disposed upper-
most, and thumb or wing nuts 17 being

" threaded upon the lower euds of the said
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bolts to clamp the front cross bar 12 and
corresponding side rails 1 together securely.

" The rear ends of the rails 1 and the lower

ends of the rear standards 3, are connected
by an angle iron sill or cross piece 18, which
has one Hangs depending at the rear and
the other fiange projecting forwardly. The
upper or forwardly projecting flange of the
sill 18 is provided with open slots 19 adja-
cent its ends, which slots engage- over the
rear ends of the upstanding flanges of the
rails 1, whereby the upper or forwardly pro-
jecting flange of the sill 18 fits upon the
rear ends of the lower or inwardly pro-
jecting flunges of the rails 1, and below the
lower ends of the resr standards 3.

The sill 18 is secured to the rails 1, by
means of clamps 14" similar to the clamps
14 ahove described, certain end portions of
the clamps 14" overlapping the upper or for-
wardly projecting flange of the sill 18, and
the ofher end portions of the clamps 14
overlapping the lower or inwardly project-
ing flanges of the rails 1. Bolts 15" and 26’
are engaged through the respective end por-
tions of the clamps 147 and through the re-
spective flanges of the sill 18 and rails L
Thus, the bolts 15" engage through the rear
enid portions of the clamps 14", the upper or

forwardly projecting flange of the sill 18,~

and the lower flanges of the rails 1, while
the clamping bolts 16" engage through the
forward end portions of the clamps 14’ and
the lower fanges of the rails 1, thumb or
wing nuts 177 being ‘threaded upon the
lower ends of the bolts 15" and 16 to secure
the respective parts together.

Tue to the peculiar assemblage of the sill

18 with the rear standards 8 and rear ends.

of the lower side rails 1, the rear end of
the frame will be very rigid, and will with-
stand considerable strain. Rear braces 20
have their upper ends riveted to the outer
flinges of the rear standards 3, and have
their-ower ends secured to the upper flange
of the sill 18 adjacent the ends of the sill
beyond the rear standards. Handles or

hand holes 207 are preferably riveted or.

otherwise secured to the outer flanges of
the forward standards 3.
The rear end gate embodies a frame com-

1,128,912

prising an angle iron member 21 having its
end. portions bent angularly, as at 22, one
flange of the angle iron member 21 being
split, overlapped and riveted or otherwise
secured together, at the corners or bends,
as. designated at 28. In this manner,, fthe
joint between the body portion and angular
énds 22 of the angle iron member 21 will
be strengthened. The angular end portions
22 are connected to the rear or depending
flange of the sill 18, by means of hinges 24,
and an intermeédiate strip 25 is preferably
riveted or secured to the intermediate por-
tion of the body of the angle iron member
21, and is connected at its other end to a
hinge 26 secured to the intermediate
portion of the rear or depending flange of
the sill 18. Thus, the rear-end gate frame
may be swung upwardly against the rear
standards 8, or may be swung open down-
wardly, as seen in Fig. 1. )
The side panels (not shown) which may
be of wood or metal, may bs readily fitted
within the flanges of the rails 1 and 2 and
standards 3, and the bottom may be readily
seated upon the cross bars or beams 12, 10
and 18, and upon the lower fanges of the
lower rails 1. gimiiarly, the front end panel
may be fitted between the angle iron mem-
bers 11 and 12 and within the forward
standards 3, while the panel of the rear end

70

75

8¢

88

90

95

gate may be secured within the angle iron -

thember 21. The present {rame is adapted
to receive either wooden or metal panels,
whichever is desired. o

A vehicle body frame, constructed in ac-
cordance with the present invention, will be
very substantial apd comparatively light in
construction, and may be used upon various
running gears. The frame may be readily
constructed and the' component parts as-
sembled, and it is to be understoed that the
frame may be constructed in various sizes
or proportions, and is susceptible of other
alterations within the scope of the appended
claims, without departing from the spirit of
the invention. ‘

The clamps 14 and 14" are preferably pro-
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vided with cut-away portions or notches 14*

for receiving the lower lends of the out-
wardly facing flanges of the standards 8.~

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:— ‘

1. A vehicle body frame includin
angle iron side rails having upwardly pro-
jecting and lower- inwardly - projeeting
flanges, forward angle iron standards hav-

ing “their lower ends fitting within the’

flanges of the said rails, the standards hav-
ing outwardly facing flanges secured to the
upwardly projecting flanges of the said
rails, an angle iron cross bar having its ends
fitting between the lower inwardly project-
ing ﬁ’anges of the said rails and the-othdr
flanges of the szid standards, the said eross

lower-
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bar having an upstanding flange terminally
secured to the last mentioned flanges of the
said standards, and clamps securing the
lower flange of the said cross bar to the
lower flanges ¢f the rails.

9. A vehicle body frame including lower
angle iron side rails having upwardly pro-
jecting and lower inwardly projecting
flanges, rear standards having their lower
ends secured to the upwardly projecting
flanges of the said rails, an angle iron sill
having an upper forwardly projecting
flange and a rear dependin flange, the up-
Eer forwardly projecting flange of the sill

aving slots engaging the rear ends of the

o

upwardly projecting flanges of the said
rails, the said upper forwardly projecting
flange of the sill resting upon the lower
flanges of the said rails under the rear
standards, and clamps for securing the said
upper flange of the sill upon the lower
flanges of the said rails. :

Tn testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affized my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL R. STURGIS.

Witnesses:
Ernest BERRY,
C. Hipriz.
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