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Application October 6, 1939, Serial No.298,192. 

(C. 190-41) 4 Claims. 
This invention relates to improvements in gar 

ment carrying frame for use in luggage cases 
and the like. 
The invention has for an object to provide 

a novel, simple, compact and easily operated 
garment carrying frame which is manipulatable 
to fold and retain garments applied thereto in 
smoothly spread, compact condition subject to 
packing and carrying within a desired compart- . 
ment or Space of a luggage case or the like, 
and including means, with which the case is 
provided, for selectively and detachably mount 
ing the frame in an affixed relation to the com 
partment or space desired to contain the packed 
garments, as well as means to which the frame 
is transferable for accessibly supporting the 
frame subject to convenient manipulation when 
applying garments thereto or removing the same 
therefron. 
The invention has for another object to pro 

vide a novel garment folding, and i supporting 
frame comprising, a relatively stationary stand 
ard Section and a revolvable garment receiving 
and folding section, the latter being pivotally 
supported by said standard section; said frame, 
so constituted, being adapted to provide a unitary 
structure separable from the case perº se, and 
consequently capable of being bodily shifted, at 
will, between a packed position within a desired 
part of the case interior, Such, e. g., as the in 
terior of the case cover portion, and a readily 
accessible supported position in connection with 
the case for convenient manipulation thereof in 
applying garments thereto or removing the same 
therefrom, such, e. g., as in upstanding affixed 
relation to an exterior wall of the case body 
portion. 
The invention has for another object to pro 

vide the garment frame and case portions with 
cooperative means selectively engageable to 
mount and hold the frame in either of the posi 
tions above mentioned. 
The invention has for a further object to pro 

vide, in connection with the frame structure per 
se, a novel construction of means for i pivotally 
interconnecting the standard section and revolv 
able section, including stop means for yieldably 
retaining said revolving section against turning 
movement when disposed in the planet of said 
standard. Section. 
Other objects of this invention, not at this 

time more particularly enumerated, Will be un 
derstood from the following detailed description 
of the same. 
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shown in the accompanying drawings, in which 
Fig. 1 is a perspective. view: of an Open lug 

gage case equipped with the novel garment car 
rying frame according to this invention; said 
frame being shown in its accessibly supported 
position, upstanding at the front of the case. 
body, subject to convenient manipulation in ap 
plying or removing garments to or from the same: 

Fig. 2 is ; a central vertical sectional view 
through an open luggage case equipped with the 
novel garment carrying frame; said frame, being 
shown by full lines as secured in packed position 
Within the case, cover portion, and being further 
shown by broken lines in the upstanding acces 
sible position at the front of the case body, to 
Which position it is bodily transferable. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary transverse vertical 
Sectional view, taken online 3-3 in Fig. 2, but 
showing the garment carrying frame portions in 
full lines. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary transverse vertical 
sectional view, taken on line 4-4 in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary enlarged longitudinal 
Sectional view of the pivotal joint means inter 
connecting the standard section and revolving 
section of the frame, the same showing the lat 
ter in yieldably stopped relation to the former; 
Fig. 6 is a similar view, showing the revolving 
Section released from the yieldable stop means 
and in the process of turning relative to the 
standard section; and Fig. 7 is an exterior face 
View of the parts disposed as in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the 
means for suspending the frame structure in 
packed and supported relation to the interior of 
the case cover portion, said means being dis 
posed in relative positions wherein the cooperat 
ing elements thereof are about to be operatively 
engaged; and Fig. 9 is a similar view showing 
the cooperating elements of said means as oper 
atively engaged. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of a modified form of the frame structure, the 
Same being shown in its upstanding accessible 
position at the front of the case body; Fig. 11 
is a fragmentary transverse sectional view, taken 
on line f-f in Fig. 10; and Fig. 12 is a view, 
similar. to that of Fig. 4, but showing the modi 
fied form of frame structure. 

Similar characters of reference are employed 
in the above described views, to indicate corre 
Sponding parts. .. v 

In the drawings, the reference character. in 
dicates the body of a luggage case and 2 indi 

Illustrative embodiments of this invention are. 55 cates the cover portion thereof which is suitably 



2. 
hinged thereto for relative opening and closing 
movements. Collapsible stay devices 3 are piv 
otally interconnected between said body and 
cover portion 2, to hold the latter in upright 
open relation to said body when desired. 
The novel carrying frame according to this 

invention, in the illustrative embodiment thereof 
shown in Figs. to 9 inclusive, includes a stand 
ard section formed by a pair of laterally spaced 
apart vertical standard members 5 connected to 
gether, at points spaced above their lower ex 
tremities, by a cross bar 6, whereby the lower 
end portions 7, which project below said cross 
bar 6, form supporting legs, the purpose of which 
will presently appear. At their upper end por 
tions, said standard members 5 are formed to 
provide inwardly offset bearing portions 9, in 
which are provided suitably disposed, bearing 
openings O. Spaced equally from, and respec 
tively radially offset above and below said bear 
ing openings 0, are exteriorly projecting stop. 
bOSSes , which are preferably pressed outwardly 
from the material of said bearing portions 9. 
Supported by said standard section, so as to be 

capable of being turned about between the stand 
ardi memberS 5 thereof, is the revolvable Section 
of the garnent carrying frame structure. Said 
revolvable section comprises a pair of laterally 
Spaced apart side members 2 connected togeth 
er, at points adjacent the lower end portions 
thereof, by One or more transverse bottom folder 
bars 3, and further connected together, at their 
upper end portions by a hollow, downwardly open 
combined garment suspension and top folder bar 
4. Affixed to said upper end portions of said 
side members f2, to cooperate with the adjoined 
ends of Said bar 4, are suitably shaped, enlarged 
guard members 5, adapted to serve as means to 
retain garments, when applied to the revolvable 
section, from accidental displacement relative to 
the ends of said bar f4. Intermediate their up 
per and lower end portions, said side members 2 
are provided with Outwardly projecting journal 
studs 6 which are engaged in the bearing open 
ings to of the bearing portions 9 with which said 
Standard members 5 are provided, thus support 
ing the revolvable section in connection with the 
standard section for revolving movement relative 
thereto. Said side members of the revolvable 
section are provided, in the exterior faces thereof 
which are opposed to the bearing portions 9 of 
the standard section, with depressed stop sockets 
or seats , spaced equally from, and respectively 
radially offset above and below said journal studs 
6, and thus disposed for cooperation with the 
stop bosses with which the bearing portions 9 
Of said standard Section are provided. Arranged 
in connection. With the free ends of the respec 
tive journal studs 6, as projected through the 
bearing openings 0, are bowed spring members 
8 through the midportions of which said journal 

studs f6 extend. The extremities of said journal 
studs 6 are provided with diametrically enlarged 
portions or heads 9 to engage said spring mem 
bers 8. The oppositely extending resilient arms 
20 of said spring members tensionally bear 
against the bearing portions. 9, so as to cause the 
Spring members to exert an outward thrust or 
pull upon the journal studs 6 which is trans 
mitted to the side members 2 of the revolvable 
frame section, whereby the stop sockets or seats 

of the latter, when registered or aligned with 
the Opposed stop bosses if of the bearing portions 
9, are drawn into operative engagement there 
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2,297,903 
section against rotative displacement relative to 
the standard section, when the former is disposed 
in the perpendicular transverse plane of the lat 
ter. 

Secured to the upper end portions of the stand 
ard bars 5, so as to engage over and around the 
bearing portions 9 of the latter, and thus enclose 
the journal studs í6 and cooperating spring mem 
bers f8, are suitably shaped chambered cover cas 
ings 2. 

Affixed to the standard bars 5 are suitably 
shaped and located handle-loops 22, by means 
of which the frame structure as a whole may be 
manually grasped and bodily moved, at will, for " 
transfer between its exteriorly accessibly support 
ed position and its packed position. 

Provided in connection With the garment Sus 
pension and top folder bar 4 of the revolvable 
section of the frame structure is a transverse car 
rier bracket 23, which is affixed to one Wall of 
said bar 4, intermediate the ends of the latter 
and so as to extend across its bottom opening, 
with its free end extending beyond the other wall 
of said bar 4 and terminating in an upturned 
stop projection 24. Over this carrier bracket 23 
may be detachably engaged the Suspension hook 
25 of a garment hanger 26. 
The means for detachably Supporting the 

frame structure in a readily accessible, exteriorly 
exposed upstanding position in connection with 
the Open luggage case, e. g., So as to stand up 
right above and substantially in the plane of the 
exterior front wall 27 of the case body , com 
prises suitably Spaced vertically open socket 
pieces 28 which are affixed to the inner faces of 
Said Wall 27, adjacent to the top margins there 
of. To operatively engage the frame structure 
With said socket pieces 28, the lower end or leg 
portions 7 of the standard members 5, are en 
tered in and passed downwardly through said 
socket pieces 28 until stopped by the abutment 
of the Cross bar 6 of the standard Section against 
the upper ends of said socket pieces (see Figs. 2 
and 3 more particularly). In this arrangement 
and disposition, the standard section is upheld 
in a substantially rigid, freely projecting upright 
stationary condition, so that the revolving Sec 
tion may be unobstructedly turned about its piv 
otal connection therewith. When in such dis 
posed position, the garment carrying frame is 
most conveniently arranged for manipulation in 
applying and folding garments desired to be car 
ried thereby for packing in Smoothly supported 
and retained condition. Within a compartment or 
space of the luggage case interior, such e. g. as 
the interior of the case cover portion 2. 
To apply garments to the carrying frame, thus 

disposed to receive application of the same there 
to, a garment G, as shown by broken lines in Fig. 
1, is first hung in the usual manner upon the 
garment hanger 26, whereupon the latter is 
hooked to the carrier bracket 23, so as to suspend 
the garment from the combined suspension and 
top folder bar 4 of the revolvable section of the 
frame structure, to hang lengthwise across the 
for Ward side of Said revolvable Section and across 
the bottom folder bars 13 thereof. With the 
garment thus initially applied thereto, the re 
Volvable Section of the frame is thereupon re 
Wolved about its pivotal connection with the 
Standard Section, in the direction of the arrow 
applied in Fig. 2. When the revolvable section 
is thus turned, the bottom folder bars 3 will 
engage the garment G. So as to cause the latter 

With, to thereby yieldably hold the revolvable 76 to fold around the same, and, if the garment 
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is of considerable length, turning of the revolva 
ble section is continued so that the garment is 
next engaged and folded exteriorly around the 
top folder bar 4, and then again about the bot 
tom folder bars 3, and so on until the length of 
the garment is fully wound around or folded 
back and forth between the top and bottom folder 
bars. It will be obvious that as many turns of 
the revolvable section as may be required can be 
effected until the garment is entirely folded up 
and disposed within the end limits of the re 
volvable section, whereupon said revolvable sec 
tion is finally brought into vertical alignment 
with the plane of the standard section in which 
position the yieldable stop bosses f and cooper 
atting seats 7 will engage to retain the frame 
Sections in Such relation ready for final packing 
into the luggage case interior. 
When the garment or garments are applied to 

and operatively folded upon the carrier frame, 
the operator, by grasping the handle loops 22, 
may lift the frame out of the supporting Socket 
pieces 28, and thereupon bodily transfer the same 
to the luggage case interior into which it is de 
sired to be packed. The carrying frame, with 
the garments applied thereto, is, in connnection 
with most types of portable luggage cases, gen 
erally desired to be packed within the interior of 
the cover portion of the case. 
Means are provided for Securing the carrying 

frame in packed position. Within the luggage 
case interior, as, e.g., within the interior of the 
cover portion of the case. To this end, frame 
suspension and securing devices of novel charac 
ter are suitably affixed to the interior faces of 
the sides of the case cover portion 2 adjacent to 
its free end, as distinguished from its hinged end. 
These devices comprise endwise open hanger 
brackets 29 disposed transversely to the vertical 
plane of the cover portion interior, and formed to 
provide face walls 30 spaced outwardly from the 
interior faces of said cover portion sides, to 
which they are affixed. Formed in the lengths 
of said face walls 30 are receiving slots 3 which, 
are open at their outer ends. Formed in the low 
er margins of said slots are a series of spaced 
Serrations or stop teeth 32. Provided adjacent 
to the upper end portions of the revolvable sec 
tion of the carrying frame, are suitably affixed 
outwardly projecting suspension lugs 33. These 
lugs.33 are disposed in oblique angular relation 
to the vertical face plane of the carrying frame. 
When engaging these suspension lugs 33 with 
the hanger brackets 29, the carrying frame is 
inclined by the operator so as to dispose the 
plane of said suspension lugs parallel to the axes 
of the hanger bracket receiving slots 3 (in the 
manner shown in Fig. 8). When in such posi 
tion, said suspension lugs 33 may be passed into 
the slots 3, so as to be disposed to engage Se 
lected serrations or stop teeth 32, whereupon, by 
allowing the carrying frame to swing down into 
and parallel to the vertical plane of the cover 
portion interior, the lower margins of said Sus 
pension lugs will engage behind the selected Ser 
rations or stop teeth 32, while the upper margins 
thereof will substantially abut the upper mar 
gins 3' of said hanger bracket receiving slots 3, 
which are so spaced relative to the bottoms of 
said serrations or stop teeth as to thus cooperate 
with the suspension lugs (see Fig. 9). By this 
novel arrangement, not only is the carrying 
frame, as entered and packed into the cover 
portion interior, suspended therein, but is also 
Securely held or locked against accidental dis 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

3. 
placement or release of its thus engaged end por 
tion from Such suspended relation to and within 
the case cover portion, 
Since Various garments, which it may be de 

sired to fold, Support and pack in connection with 
the carrying frame, may differ substantially in 
length, whereby different types of garments may 
require more or less revolving turns of the re 
volvable section of the frame in Order to attain 
completely folded condition. thereof, it follows 
that, With garments folded thereon, the revolva 
ble section may be finally disposed relative to the 
Standard Section. With the lower end upward, 
rather than the upper end as above described. 
As a consequence of this, provision is made to per 
mit Suspension of the frame within the case cover 
portion from the lower end of the revolvable Sec 
tion as well as from its upper end, and to this end, 
similar oblique suspension lugs 33' are provided 
for outward projection , from the lowerº end por 
tions of the side members 2 of the revolvable 
Section of the frame, 
In order to provide clearance for the passing 

of the suspension lugs 33 and 33' when the re 
Volvable section of the frame is turned relative 
to the Standard section thereof, the standard 
members 5 of the latter Section are provided with 
properly disposed outwardly bowed portions 5'. 
When the carrying frame is lodged in the de 

scribed suspended relation to and within the in 
terior of the case cover portion, means are also 
provided to releasably engage and Secure the 
lower portion thereof against outswinging dis 
placement from the case cover portion interior. 
An illustrative form of this means comprises 
housing members 34 which are affixed in suita 
ble lOcatiOm S to the interior faceS i Of the CaSe 
cover portion side walls, and which pivotally sup 
port outwardly extending upwardly yieldable 
spring-pressed latch arms 35. Formed along the 
underside margins of said latch arms 35 are a 
series of serrations or latching teeth 36. Fixed 
in connection with the standard arms 5 of the 
frame standard section are laterally projecting 
lock pins 37; which, in an illustrative arrange 
ment thereof as shown, project in Wardly from 
the bowed portions 5' of Said standard arms 5. 
After the carrying frame is engaged within the 
case cover portion and in Suspended relation to 
and from the hanger brackets 29, and its lower 
end thereupon swung inwardly into the interior 
of said cover portion, said lock pins 37 are there 
by carried beneath and into engagement with 
selected latching teeth 36 of said latch arms 35, 
so as to be releasably retained in place within 
said cover portion. (see Figs. 2 and 4). 

It will be understood that to unpack the car 
rying frame and its contained garments, said 
latch arms 35 are manually lifted to release the 
lower end of the frame, which is thereupon swung 
OutWard SO as to permit, in turn, the suspension 
lugs to be disengaged from the hanger brackets, 
Whereupon the carrying frame may be grasped 
and bodily transferred to upstanding position at 
the front of the case body, so that the revolvable 
Section may be reversely revolved to thereby un 
fold and support the garments in initial straight 
hanging disposition subject to removal from the 
frame. 

Referring now to Figs. 10 to 12 inclusive, the 
novel carrying frame, comprising the standard 
Section and revolvable section, is therein illus 
trated as provided with a modified form of means 
for initially applying garments thereto, for sus 
pension therefrom subject to folding by turning 
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the revolvable section. In this modified arrange 
ment hanger supporting bracket devices 38 are 
affixed to corresponding extremities of the re 
Wolvable section side members 2; said bracket 
devices being joined by a transverse tie bar 39 
extending between the rearward margins there 
of. Said bracket devices 38 may be provided with 
projectible telescopically collapsible extension 
arms 40, having enlarged heads 4 at their free 
Outer extremities. This type of suspension fiX 
ture or head is adapted to receive and Support 
removable hanger bars 42 having hook-like ex 
tremities 43 to engage respectively over the 
bracket devices 38 and their extensions 40, SO 
that the hanger bars 42 bridge across and be 
tween the same. In the use of this modified type 
of carrying frame, the garment G. (see dotted 
representation thereof in Fig. 10) is doubled on 
itself across and so as to hang from a hanger bar 
42, the latter being thereupon applied to and Sup 
ported by and between the bracket devices. 
Since the garment thus primarily folded over the 
hanger bar 42 is thus halved in length, complete 
folding thereof may in most cases be obtained by 
rotating the revolvable section but a halfturn, aS, 
e.g., in the direction of the arrow applied there 
to in Fig. 10. 

It will be understood that various changes, 
other than those already indicated, may be made 
in the above described constructions, and that 
different embodiments of this invention may be 
made provided they do not depart from the scope 
of the claims. 

I claim: 
1. A demountable garment holding frame 

adapted for optional Supported connection. With 
the cover or body of a luggage case for the pur 
poses described comprising, a standard section 
including laterally spaced uprights, a revolvable 
garment folding and carrying Section including 
side members pivotally connected to and between 
the upper free ends of said standard section up 
rights to normally dispose said carrying section 
in the plane of said standard section, and coop 
erative yieldable stop means between said Stand 
ard section uprights and said carrying Section 
side members adapted to releasably hold said 
carrying section against rotative displacement 
from the plane of said standard Section. 

2. A demountable garment holding frame 
adapted for optional supported connection. With 
the cover or body of a luggage case for the pur 
poses described comprising, a standard Section 
including laterally spaced uprights, a revolvable 
garment folding and carrying section including 
side members pivotally connected to and between 
the upper free ends of said standard Section up 
rights to normally dispose said carrying Section 
in the plane of said standard section, coopera 
tive yieldable stop means between said standard 
section uprights and said carrying Section side 
members adapted to releasably hold Said carry 
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ing section against rotative displacement from 
the plane of said standard section, and handle 
loops affixed to said standard section uprights 
for grasping and manually moving the frame 
from One to another Supported position rela 
tive to the luggage case. 

3. A demountable garment holding frame 
adapted for optional supported connection with 
the cover or body of a luggage case for the pur 
pOSes described Comprising, a standard section 
including laterally spaced uprights, a revolvable 
garment folding and carrying section including 
Side members and garment supporting and fold 
ing means respectively extending between upper 
and lower free end portions of said side members, 
Said Side members having journal studs project 
ing from mid-portions thereof and journalled in 
upper end portions of said standard section up 
rights to revolvably support said carrying sec 
tion on the standard section, cooperative yield 
able stop means between said standard section 
uprights and said carrying section side mem 
bers adapted to normally but releasably hold said 
carrying Section against rotative displacement 
from the plane of said standard section, and han 
dle loops affixed to said standard Section uprights 
for grasping and manually moving the frame 
from One to another supported position relative 
to the luggage case. 

4. A demountable garment holding frame 
adapted for Optional Supported connection with 
the cover or body of a luggage case for the pur 
pOSes described comprising, a standard section 
including laterally spaced uprights, a revolva 
ble garment folding and carrying Section includi 
ing Side members and garment supporting and 
folding means respectively extending between 
upper and lower free end portions of Said side 
members, said side members having journal studs 
projecting from mid-portions thereof and jour 
naled in upper end portions of said standard sec 
tion uprights to revolvably support said carrying 
Section on the standard section, cooperative 
yieldable stop means between said standard sec 
tion uprights and said carrying section side 
members adapted to normally but releasably hold 
Said carrying Section against rotative displace 
ment from the plane of said standard section, 
said standard section uprights having free lower 
end portions adapted to engage means for up 
Standingly Supporting the frame from the lug 
gage case body, the respective ends of said carry 
ing section side, members having externally pro 
jecting Suspension lugsto engage means for sus 
pending the frame in packed position within the 
interior of the luggage case cover, and handle 
loopS affixed to Said standard section uprights 
for grasping and manually moving the frame 
from one to another such supported position rel 
ative to the luggage case. 

ABRAHAM LEWINE. 


