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This invention relates to camouflage materials. 
There is a need to-day for a camouflage ma 

terial which is pliable so that it can be made to 
take up any desired shape in use and so that it 
can be stored conveniently, for example in the 
form of rolls, which can withstand rough usage 
and which is fireproof and weather-resistant. 
The main object of the invention is to provide 
Such a material. 
Another object of the invention is to render 

steel or other metal wool suitable for camouflage 
purpoSeS. v 

Yet another object of the invention is so to 
combine steel or other metal wool with a wire 
mesh base as to provide an excellent camouflage 
Inaterial. 

I have discovered that steel or other metal 
Wool attached to a base of wire netting or similar 
open-mesh material forms an excellent cannou 
flage material and is adequately resistant to 
weather and other corrosive influences if it is 
provided with an insoluble phosphate coating. 

I prefer to use steel wool, because this is rela 
tively cheap and readily available. It is of the 
greatest importance that the steel wool should 
be made rustproof because, being so thin, its me 
chanical strength can be rapidly reduced by rust 
ing to such an extent as to cause it to break up 
into small pieces which will not hold together. 
It is very difficult to paint it effectively because 
paint will not adhere to its very fine edges. 
The difficulty is however wholly removed if the 
steel wool is provided with an insoluble phos 
phate coating. Such a coating may be applied 
in any Suitable way, but particularly advanta- : 
geously by the well-known Parkerizing process. 
When steel wool is Parkerized, there is no diffi 
culty in painting it and the resultant material is 
One which, for camouflage purposes, has sur 
passed all expectations. 
I prefer to form the phosphate coating after 

the steel wool has been attached to the wire net 
ting or other base, and then both are coated to 
gether. The coated material may be painted by 
Spraying or dipping. . . 

in order that the invention may be properly 
understood and be more readily carried into ef 
fect, it will now be described in greater detail 
with reference to the accompanying drawing, in 
which: 

Figure 1 shows a sheet of wire netting partly 
covered with steel wool, and 
Figure 2 is a cross-section through the sheet 

shown in Figure 1 but drawn to a larger scale. 
As shown in Figure 1, the material is made 
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up of a base of wire netting having hexagonal 
meshes to which is attached steel wool 2 by 
means of wire loops 3. - 
The wire netting is of the ordinary galvanised 

kind commonly known as "chicken-run-wire.' 
The steel wool is supplied to it by being teased 
and distributed over the surface of the wire net 
ting and When SO distributed is Secured to the 
wire netting by means of the wire loops 3. It 
will be seen that these loops 3 are lengths of wire 
which pass through two non-adjacent meshes of 
the wire netting and as they connect two op 
posed apices of the hexagonal meshes they can 
not move once they are in position. This is of 
importance because there is then no tendency 
for the loops, by moving relatively to the wire 
netting, to produce abrasion of the steel wool. 
The loops can be inserted by hand or by means 
of a simple machine of the kind used for clip 
ping articles together by means of wire staples 
Or Stitches. 
The netting may advantageously be used in the 

form of rolls which can, for example, contain 25 
yards of netting having a width of 6 feet. The 
rolls are first thoroughly degreased and are then 
subjected in a rotary drum to the action of the 
aqueous acid phosphate solution which is char 
acteristic of the Parkerizing process. The rolls 
are then painted; the painting can be carried out 
by dipping the rolls or by spraying them. The 
material need not be painted the same colour 
all over and different kinds of paint may be used 
for different parts of it so that light is differ 
ently reflected from different parts. 
The amount of Steel Wool used per unit area of 

the base can be varied within wide limits accord 
ing to the result Which is to be produced. Where 
the material is to be used for long distance cam 
ouflage, it can be applied to the base sparingly at 
6 oz., to the square yard; where it is to be used 
for short distance camouflage as much as 2 lb. 
to the square yard can be used. The gauge of 
the wire netting is not generally important as 
long as the netting is strong enough to carry its 
load and to stand up to wear and tear. No. 19 
gauge, 2 inch mesh, galvanized netting is gen 
erally satisfactory. 
The material in accordance with the invention 

will generally be used to imitate grass and it is 
found that really excellent results can be ob 
tained if the steel wool which is used is made 
up of both coarse and fine gauge material. The 
fine gauge wool is applied first and the coarse 
gauge wool on top of it. If the material is in 
tended to give the appearance of grass, it is ad 
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infra-red rays in the same manner as does grass, 
so that its presence cannot be detected by infra 
red photography. 

. I claim: 
1. Camouflage material comprising an open 

mesh metal material and metal wool, said metal 
Wool being furnished with an insoluble phos 
phate coating and attached to said open-inesh 
material to substantially cover the same. 

2. Camouflage material comprising wire net 
ting and steel wool, said steel Wool being fur 
nished with an insoluble phosphate coating and 
attached to said open-mesh material throughout 
substantial areas. 

3. Camouflage material comprising wire net 
ting and metal wool, said metal wool being at 
tached to said wire netting to substantially cover 
the same, and the whole material having a rust proof coating. 

4. Camouflage material comprising an open 
mesh metal material and a coating of metal Wool, 
Said metal Wool being furnished with an insolu 
ble phosphate coating, and a plurality of wire 
staples securing said metal wool to said open 
amesh material. 
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visable to paint it with a paint which will reflect 5. Camouflage material comprising an open 

mesh metal material and metal wool, said metal 
wool being furnished with an insoluble phos 
phate coating, and wire loops securing said metal 
Wool to said open-mesh material throughout sub 
stantial areas and passing through non-adja 
cent meshes in said open-mesh material and held 
against movement by saidmeshes. 

6. Camouflage material comprising an open 
mesh metal material and metal wool, said metal 
wool being a mixture of fine and coarse Wool 
having a rustproof coating and being attached 
to said open-mesh material to substantially cover 
the same. 

7. Camouflage material comprising wire net 
ting and a covering of Parkerized steel wool at 
tached to said netting. w 

8. Camouflage material made to imitate grass 
and comprising Wire netting, and a covering of 
steel wool, said steel wool being provided with 
an insoluble phosphate coating and attached to 
said netting, and the whole material bearing a 
paint coating capable of reflecting infra-red rays. . 
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