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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Zax ZAg, a citizen of
Austria, residing at Los Angeles, in the
county of Los Angeles and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented new and useful Tm-
provements in Methods of Making Wigs, of
which the following is a specification. .

My invention relates to wigs and method
of making the same. , _

In the ordinary method of making wigs,
wefts of hair are suitably attached to the

. outside of a cap shaped frame made of tex-
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tile fabric, usually by sewing the wefts
thereto.
are arranged in spaced and parallel hori-

‘zontal relation to each other and the hair

falling downwardly covers the seams and

_give the appearance of one continuous body

of hair, resembling the natural growth of

hair on the human scalp. The method hith-
erto in use of making these separate wefts .

was to take a plurality of strands of cords,
usually three in number and to interweave
tufts of hair by braiding the strands of the
cords upon the upper ends of said tufts of
hair. This method of making the wefts is
slow .and laborious. I have devised a new

method of making wefts which is exceed-

ingly simply and which results not only in
& great economy of time and labor, but also
produces a superior article in which the hair
is more uniformly distributed and firmly
secured in place.” The wefts of hair are
then ‘attached to the fextile frame. in the
same or any preferred manner as the wefts
produced by the old method described
above. ' ‘

"~ A wig constructed with wefts made by the

-new method is superior in- appearance and
. 40,

also ‘more durable than the wigs:made up
of wefts produced by the old method. Iur-
thermore the new ‘improved wefts of hair

- are more durable, the ends of the hair being
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firmly anchored to the attaching member.
With the above and other objects in view
which will appear as the description pro-
ceeds, my invention consists of the novel
steps of the method of producing wefts and
the wig constructed therewith, hereinafter
described and claimed. - :
My invention will be better understood
with the aid of the accompanying drawings
which form a part of this specification, in
which I have illustrated the means used in

The greater portion of the wefts.

making the weft, and the resulting weft and
wig.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a sheet of tissue
paper having a strip of rubber tissue and a
layer of hair placed thereon. Tig. 2 is a
plan view with parts broken away of the
same as shown in Fig. 1, showing a second
sheet of tissue paper placed on top. Iig. 3
i1s a plan view of the weft shown in Iig. 2,
the tissue paper having been ripped off after
the strip of rubber tissue has been sewed
and the short ends of the hair of the weft
has been turned upon itself preliminary to
sewing the second seam. Figs. 4, 5 and 6
are vertical sections on an enlarged scale
taken on lines 4—4, 5—35, and 6—6 of Figs.
1, 2 and 3, respectively. Fig. 7 shows the
application of a hot pressing tool used for

causing the folded strip of rubber tissue and .

the weft of hair to unite to form one solid
strip in which the hair is imbedded. Tig.
8 is a front elevation of a portion of a weft
with the hair hanging down. Fig. 9 is a
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front elevation of a wig looking into the -

interior of the frame.

A sheet of paper preferably tissue paper
10 of a size to correspond to the width of
the weft desired and the length of the hair
used is placed flat on a swtable support,
such as a table.” A narrow strip of rubber
tissue 12 is placed transversely across the
paper, about one half to one inch from the
right hand side of said sheet of paper. A
layer of hair 11, all of which is running in
the same direction, is evenly distribubed

thereon as shown in Fig. 1, the root ends of.

the hair being on the right hand end -of the
tissue paper and projecting beyond the strip

tissue paper 13 of a size and shape to-corvre-
spond to the sheet of tissue paper11isplaced
on top of the hair. Inthepractical operation
of the method, one operator will arrange a

number of these units consisting of two

sheets of tissue paper between which a layer
of hair is evenly arranged and which is pro-
vided with the strip of rubber tissue as just
described, and pile them one on top of the
other until a large stack is prodvced. An-
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‘of rubber tissue 12, Then another sheet of -
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other operator will take the stack and pass ,

each unit under the needle of a sewing ma-

. chine, sewing a seam 14 along and through

the strip of rubber tissue 12, the tissue paper

- being sufficiently translucent to enable the
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operator to see the position of the rubber
strip therethrough. After the seam 14 is
made, the tissue paper sheets are ripped off
from the strip of rubber tissue, the said sheet
of tissue paper easily tearing -along the
seam. -

The root end portion 15 of the layer of
hair 11 is now folded back upon the major
portion 16 of the hair, the line of folding
being on the strip of rubber tissue 12 which
also is folded upon itself as clearly shown

in Fig. 6. The weft of hair is again passed’

under the needle of the sewing machine and
a second seam 17 is made sewing the folded
edges of said strip together. '

The rubber tissue used in my method is
a commercial article used by tailors and

dressmakers and is known under the name

of rubber tissue. The same contains a large
portion of rubber, and will, when heated, be-
come soft and melt. Whlle T use the rub-
ber tissue described, it-will be understood
that any other suifable. strip: of material
which is flexible and which may be sewed,
and which has the property-of- fusing when

heated to a suitable temperature may be em-

‘ployed.

The next step in the process of my method
is to subject the folded and sewn strip of
rubber tissue to a hot pressing operation.
For that purpose, I prefer to use a hot
pressing . tool shown .in :Fig. 5, which con-
sists of a pair of flat  jaws: 18 pivoted. to-

-, gether and manually operated by means of

handles19. The jaws of said tool-are heated

to a smtable temperature and applied to-

successive portions of the rubber tissue:12
throughout its length. ‘This hot pressing

operation will cause -the rubber tissue to

melt-or fuse and form one solid strip. By
the hot pressing operation just described,
the individual hairs are firmly 1mbedded in
said strip.

The wefts of h.nr produced as described
are now sewed on a textile frame 20 shown in
Fig. 9 to form the wig. The wig thus made

'~ is superior to the wigs produced.by the old
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‘method in which the wefts are made by
braiding strands of cords together between.

which tufts or wisps of hair.have been in-

terwoven, for the reason that my improved

wefts have the hair more evenly distributed.

- Furthermore the hairs are firmly embedded:
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or set in the rubber tissue.

- The principal object of this invention is
to produce an improved weft by embedding
individual hair in a strip of thin tubber-

-like material.

While I have shown the preferred method
of producing wefts and wigs, it will be ob-

. vious to-those skilled in the art that various
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changes in the steps of my method may be
made without departing from the spirit of
my invention as defined in the appended
claims.
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I claim:

1. A method of making wefts for wigs
comprising uniformly spreading a l‘lyel of
hair on ‘s sheet of tissue: paper, said tissue

‘paper having a strip of rubber tissue placed

transversely across and under said layer of
hair, the root enu. of said hair being on
one side and projecty."g for a small distance

beyond said strip of fubber tissue, placing.

a gecond sheet of tissue paper over said Iayer

of hair, sewing a seam through said sheets.
‘and hair, said seam passing lonmtudmwllyv
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through said strip, tearing off the sheets of

tissue paper, doubling the root end of the.
layer of hair upon. the long end thereof,

doubling the strip of rubber tissue upon
itself, sewing the folded edges of said rub-
ber tissue together and hot pressing said
strip of rubber tissue to cause the folded

-portions to unite to. form. a solid strip.in-

‘which the hajr is firmly embedded.

2. A method of making wefts for wigs

comprising uniformly spreading a layer of
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hair on a sheet of paper, said paper having -

a strip. of rubber tissue placed transversely
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across and under said layer of hair, the root .

ends of said hair being on one side and pro-

jecting. for a small distance beyond said.

strip of rubber tissue, placing a second sheet:
of paper over said layer of hair, sewing a..

seam - through said sheets and Hkair, said
seam - passing longitudinally through said
strip, removing said sheets from: the weft,

doubling the short end of the layer of hair -

upon the long end thereof, doubling, the
strip of rubber tissue upon 1tself sewing the
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folded edges of said: rubber thsue together -

and sub]ectmg said strip to heat to form a

solid strip in which the hair is firmly em- .

bedded. v
3. A method’ of ‘making wefts for wigs,, -
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comprising. spreadmg a layer of hair trans- .

versely of a strip of material fusible at ele-
vated temperatures so that the root ends of

said hair project on one side for a small dis-
‘tance beyond .said strip,: sewing a seam:

through said hair, said seam passing longi-
tudinally through said strip, doubling the
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short end of the layer of hair on the long. .

end, doubling said strip upon itself, sewing;
‘the folded edges of said. strip together, and.

subjecting the same to heat to cause the
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folded portion: to ‘unite and form'a solid -

- strip in which the hair is firmly embedded.
4. A method of making wefts for wigs, 1

comprising uniformly spreading.a layer of
hair transversely over a .strip of rubber

tissue so that the root ends of said hair pro:

ject on one side for a small distance beyond
said strip, sewing a seam through said hair,
said seam passing- 1on0‘1tud1na,1]y through

said stripy: doubling the short end of the
Jayer of hair-upon the long end, doubling

the strip of rubber tissue upon’ 1tse1f SEW -~

ing the folded edges of said rubber tissue 12
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together and subjecting sald strip to heat
to cause the folded portion to unite and
forn a solid strip in which the hau' is ﬁrmly
embedded. '

. 5. A wig comprising a ﬂex1ble frame hav-
ing a plurahty of wefts in which the root

ends of the hair are firmly embedded in a

thin solid strip of material-which is fusible

at’ elevated temperatures.. -
6. A wig comprising a flexible frame hav-

ing a plumhty of Wefts in which the root.

ends of the separate hairs are firmly em-
bedded in a thm solid strip of flexible ma-
terial.

7. A weft for wigs-comprising a 1ayer of

one side. and turned .upon itself, the hair

along the crease being embedded in a single

solid strip of flexible material.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification.
ZAN ZAX.

Coples of this patent me.y bes obtaired i@r five eents each, by eddreagmg the “Commissioner of Patemss,
Washiagion, B, £,
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hair having the root end portion thereof on-
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