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This invention describes an improved method and
apparatus for the analysis of fluid borne particles
and which is especially suitable for the detection of
airborne biological particles. In one aspect the
invention provides an apparatus for the detection
of fluid borne particles which comprises: a zone
through which a fluid to be analysed flows, in use;
a source of illumination to illuminate / irradiate
fluid borne particles present in said zone; and a
detector to detect light from the particles as an
indicator of the presence or characteristics of the
particles, wherein the apparatus comprises an
integrating sphere and the zone is within the
integrating sphere. The apparatus is highly
sensitive and can be used for detecting airborne
particles even where the particles are present at
very low particle concentrations in the air.
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