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This invention relates to adjustable skirt
forms used in cleaning and reblocking skirts and
particularly used in treating the skirts of two-
piece knit suits.

The purpose of this invention is to provide a
skirt form which has relatively few parts; which
will hold the skirt in shape without stretching it,
and which is particularly easy to adjust.

A further. object is to provide a skirt form
which is adjustable to suit the length of the
skirt and particularly which is adjustable to .se-
cure the correct conformity of the form to the
individual shape or cut of the hips of the skirt
being treated, and in which the various adjust-
ments may be quickly made.

A still further object is to provide a structure
of this character in which each side bar of the
form is constituted of two sections hinged to each
other, whereby the upper or -hip sections may
be shifted into a plurality of positions relative
to the lower or skirt sections, and whereby the
lower cross bar which engages the lower edge
of the skirt may be adjusted longitudinally in
conformity to the length of the skirt.

Other objects will appear in the course of the

° following description.

My invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings wherein:—

Figure 1 is a face view of my improved skirt
form showing the parts in one of these adjusted

‘ positions.
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Figure 2 is a side elevation of the structure
shown in Figure 1, the parts being broken away.

Figure 3 is an elevation partly broken away
of the form shown in Figure 1, but .adjusted
to secure a different position of the parts.

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the cross bar,
the side pieces 22 and the tubular member and
rod being in section.

Referring to these figures, 10 designates a me-
dially disposed tubular element and {1 desig-
nates a cross bar having an aperture through
which the tubular element passes. The cross bar
has a longitudinally extending opening 12 at each
end. and the side walls of each opening are slot-
ted.at 13. The tubular member 10 is adjustable
through the cross bar and is held in_adjusted po-
sition by the set screw 14 extending through the
cross bar. 'The cross bar is provided with a plu-
rality of skirt engaging hooks 185, there being
two rows of these hooks and the hooks extending
outward. Extending through the tubular mem-
ber 10 is a longitudinally adjustable rod 16.. The
tubular member is provided with a handle 17
at its lower end and the rod is provided with a
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handle 18. The tubular member adjacent its
lower end is provided with a set screw 9 which
engages the rod and holds the rod in adjusted
positions. Forming part of the tubular mem-
ber 10 and projecting laterally and upwardly
therefrom are thé ears 20 and pivoted to these
ears are the links 21 which normally extend up-
ward and outward.

Extending through the openings (%2 are the
lower ends of two form sections, each designated
22. Pivoted to the upper ends of these lower
form sections are the upper form sections 23, the
latter form sections being slightly bowed and at
their lower ends alining with the lower form
sections 22. Pivoted to the upper ends of the
upper form sections 23 are the links 24 and
these in turn are pivotally connected to metallic
lugs 25 extending cut from the upper end of the
rod 16. The lower ends of the upper form sec-
tions 23 carry the downwardly and inwardly
extending lugs 26 and the links 21 are pivoted
at ‘their upper ends to these lugs. The lower
ends of the lower form sections 22 are longi-
tudinally slotted at 2T and passing through these
longitudinal slots 27 and through the slots 13
are -the bolls or binding screws 28.

It will be seen that with this construction,
the cross bar 11 may be shifted vertically with
relation to the lower sections 22 and that these
lower :sections may be shifted outward at their
lower ends relative to the .cross bar and held in
these shifted or adjusted positions by the bolts
28. 'The bolts 28 .or equivalent devices also con-
stitute pivots upon which the lower section 22
may rock when the upper ends of the lower sec-

tions are forced -outward or .drawn inward by ©

the links 21.

Preferably the links 21 and 24 are made of
ash wood. As illustrated, the links 24 are cleft
at their lower ends to embrace the lugs 25,
while the upper ends of the links are cleft to
embrace lugs.29. These in turn are inserted
in slots or clefts 30 formed in the upper ends
of the sections 23. These lugs 29 may be made
of any suitable material as, for instance, oak
veneering. Preferably, the lugs 26 will also be
made of oak veneering. These lugs 26 each at
its outer end is inserted in a cleft 39, as shown
in Figure 2, formed in the lower end of the cor-
responding upper section 23. The body portion
of -each lug which is inserted in said cleft ex-
tends downward into a cleft formed in the cor-
responding lower section 22 and is pivoted there-
to by means of the pin 31. Thus each upper
section 23 can be turned at an angular relation
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to the lower section by shifting upward on the
tubular member {8, which forces the lower ends
of the upper section outward or draws them in-
ward relative to the lower sections. The upper
ends of the upper sections may be forced out-
ward or drawn inward by shifting the rod 1€
relative to the tubular member [4.

The lugs 28 and 285 will preferably be made
of brass as will be the tubular member 18 and the
rod (6. Preferably, the pipe !§ and the rod 16
will be covered with knitted tubing or otherwise
coated so as to prevent staining the goods placed
on this form, which staining would occur from
the condensation of the steam on the metal.

The main object of this skirt form is to reshape
and reblock knitted skirts to original size after
cleaning. When the skirt has been only dry-
cleaned, which does not shrink or stretch the gar-

ment, the form is set to the exact size of the skirt.

The skirt is then placed on it and then the skirt
on the form is steamed and dried. If, however, it
is necessary to wet-clean the skirt, the skirt is
first measured and the form set to the size and
shape desired, the skirt is wet-cleaned on the
form and dried, which thus prevents shrinkage.
The form can be adjusted to all sizes of skirts by
adjusting the hips larger or smaller, adjusting the
size of the upper end of the form which fits the
waist and adjusting the length of the form to the
skirt being treated.

It is particularly important that links 2i be
econnected to the lower end of sections 23 instead
of to the upper ends of the sections 22 for the
following reason: Waist and hips are set to meas-
ure and if links 21 were connected to the upper
sections 22, adjusting the form wider at the hem
would cause the form to be narrower at the hips
and vice versa. For this reason, the links 21 are
connected to the lower end of the members 23.

It is obvious that by reason of the particular
construction described, the form may be readily
adjusted to suit any length of skirt and any width
of skirt gnd that by adjusting the tubular rod 19
and the rod {6 relative to each other, the device
may be adjusted in conformity to any desired
shape of skirt so that while holding the skirt ex-
panded, there will be no stretching action on the
skirt. It is understood, of course, that the lower
edge of the skirt is engaged by the hooks 15 while
the upper portion of the skirt is engaged by the
upper sections 23.

It will be understood that while I have illus-
trated certain details of construction and ar-
rangement of parts and particularly described
certain materials as being used, yet these details
might be modified in many ways without depart~
ing from the spirit of the invention as defined in
the appended claims.

What is claimed is:—

1. A skirt form, including a cross bar having
means for engaging the lower edge of a skirt,
lower rigid form sections adjustable upon the
cross bar either longitudinally thereof or verti-
cally with relation thereto, upper rigid form sec-
tions separate from but pivoted to the upper ends
of the lower sections, the upper form sections be-
ing slightly bowed upward and inward, manually
operable means for adjusting the lower ends of
the upper sections inward or outward, manually
operable means for adjusting the upper ends of
the upper sections inward or cutward, and means
for holding said sections in adjusted positions.

2. A skirt form, including a cross bar having
means for engaging the lower edge of a skirt, the
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ends of the cross bar having elongated openings,
the side walls of said openings being longitudi-
nally slotted, lower form sections extending at
their lower ends through said openings in the
cross bar and provided with longitudinally ex-
tending slots intersecting the slots of the cross
bar, fastening means passing through the slots
of the cross bar and the slots in said sections to
thereby hold the lower sections in adjusted posi-
tion upon the cross bar, said fastening means act-
ing as pivots for the lower sections on the cross
bar, upper hip form sections separate from but
pivoted to the upper ends of the lower section in
alinement therewith, the upper sections being
slightly bowed upward and inward, manually op-
erable means for adjusting the lower ends of the
upper sections inward or outward, and manually
operable means for adjusting the upper ends of
the upper section inward or outward.

3. A skirt form, including a cross bar having
means for engaging the lower edge of a skirt,
the ends of the cross bar having elongated open-
ings, the side walls of said openings being longi-
tudinally slotted, lower bodily rigid form sections
extending at their lower ends through said open-
ings in the cross bar and provided with longitu-
dinally  extending slots intersecting the slots of
the cross bar, fastening means passing through
the slots of the cross bar and the slois in said
sections to thereby hold the lower sections in
adjusted position upon the cross bar, said fasten-
ing means acting as pivots for the lower sections
on the cross bar, upper bodily rigid, hip sec-
tions separate from but having their lower ends
pivotally engaged with the upper ends of the
lower sections, the lower ends of the upper sec-
tions being in alinement with the upper ends of
the lower sections, manually operable means for
adjusting the meeting ends of the upper and low-
er sections outward or inward, and manually op-
erable means for adjusting the upper ends of the
upper sections outward or inward.

4. A skirt form, including a cross bar having
hooks along its upper edge for engaging the lower
edge of a skirt, the outer ends of the cross bar
having openings, lower bodily rigid form sections
extending through said openings and adjustable
toward or from the middle of the cross bar or
vertically with relation thereto, bodily rigid upper
hip form sections separate from but pivoted to
the upper ends of the lower sections in alinement
therewith, the upper sections being bowed up-
ward and inward, a tubular member adjustable
longitudinally through the middle of the cross
bar, links pivotally connected to the tubular
member and pivotally connected to the lower
ends of the upper form sections, a rod extend-
ing through the tubular member, links pivotally
connecting the upper end of the rod to the upper
ends of the upper form sections, means for hold-
ing the rod in adjusted position relative to the
tubular member, and means for holding the tubu-
lar member in adjusted positions relative to the
cross bar,

5. A skirt form, including a cross bar having
hooks for engaging the lower edge of a skirt,
said cross bar at its outer ends having longitu-
dinally extending openings, the side walls of
which are slotted, lower bodily rigid form sec-
tions disposed through said openings, each form
section being longitudinally slotted, bolts passing
through the slots of the cross bar and through
the slots of the lower form sections whereby the
lower form sections may be adjusted upon the
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constituting pivots, bodily rigid upper form sec-
tions separate from but having their lower ends
pivotally engaged with the upper ends of the low-
er form sections, the upper sections being slightly
bowed outward and inward, a tubular member
extending through the cross bar and adjustable
therein, a set screw holding the tubular member
in adjusted positions relative to the cross bar,
the tubular member having ears, links pivoted
to said ears and to the lower ends of the upper
form sections, a rod extending through said tubu-
lar member and having lugs at its upper end,
links pivotally connecting said lugs to the upper
ends of the upper form sections and a set screw
holding the rod in adjusted position relative to
the tubular member.

6. A skirt form, including a wooden cross var
having means for engaging the lower edge of a
skirt, the ends of the cross bar having openings,
the side walls of the openings being longitudi-
nally slotted, lower wooden form sections extend-
ing through the openings of the cross bar and
being longitudinally slotted, fastening members
passing through the slots of the lower form sec-
tions and the cross bar whereby the lower form
sections may be held in adjusted positions upon
the cross bar, said fastening means acting as
pivots, upper slightly bowed sections disposed
with their lower ends in alinement with the upper
ends of the lower form sections, the adjacent
ends of the form sections being cleft, wooden
inserts disposed within said clefts and pivotal
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connections between said inserts and the lower
form sections, said inserts being formed to pro-
vide inwardly projecting lugs, the upper ends of
the upper form sections being cleft, wooden in-
serts disposed within said clefts and constituting
inwardly projecting lugs, a tubular member pass-
ing through the cross bar and adjustable there-
in, the tubular member having laterally project-
ing lugs, wooden links pivotally connecting the
last named lugs with the lugs on the lower ends
of the upper form sections, a rod disposed
through the tubular member and having lugs at
its upper end, links pivotally connecting said lugs
with the lugs at the upper ends of the upper form
sections, means for holding the rod in any ad-
justed position with relation to the tubular mem-
ber, and means for holding the tubular member
in adjusted position with relation to the cross
bar.

7. A skirt form, including a cross bar having
means for engaging the lower edge of a skirt,
rigid lower form sections adjustable upon the
cross bar either longitudinally thereof or verti-
cally with relation thereto, upper rigid hip form
sections separate from but pivoted to the upper
ends of the lower sections, manually operable
means for adjusting the upper ends of the upper
sections inward or outward, and separate manu-
ally operable means for adjusting the upper ends
of the lower sections and the lower ends of the
upper sections inward or outward.

THOMAS H. SMITH.
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