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CAR-REPLACER.

SPECIFICATION forming paft‘ of Letters Patent No. 724,277, dated Maich 31, 19083,
Application filed December 5,1902. Serial No. 1.3_3'.99‘7‘, (No model.

To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JouN HENRY FOWLER,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Somerset, in the county of Pulaski and
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and
Improved Car-Replacer, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to improvements in
devices for replacing derailed cars or locomo-
tives, the object being to provide a replacer
of comparatively light yet strong constrac-
tion and having means for securing it to a
rail and that may be placed on either side of
a rail. :

I will describe a car-replacer embodying
my invention and then point out the novel
features in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 11is a plan view of a car-replacer
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a section
on the line z z of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a section
on the line y ¥ of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a sec-
tion on the line 2z 2 of Fig. 1.

The replacer comprises a platform 1, which
is inclined downward from its center in both
directions and is designed to receive the ear-
wheels, as will be hereinafter described. At
the outer side the platform is provided with
an upwardly-extended rib 2, which iscurved
inward or toward the rail. At the opposite
side the platform is provided with a box-like
portion for engaging over a rail. This box-
like portion has a top wall 3 for engaging the
tread of the rail, a flange 4 for engaging
against the inner side of the rail-head, and a
flange 5 for engaging against the opposite
side of the rail-head and also bearing on the
rail-base. The top portion of the box-like
part is provided with divergent channels 6 7,
there being a space 8 between the channels
through which the flange of a car-wheel may
pass. Arranged between the box-like por-
tion and the outer flange 2 are upwardly-ex-
tended ribs 8 9. These ribs are arranged at

an acute angle on the platform and extend
from the ends to nearly the center, and ar-
ranged between the ends of said ribs and the
opening 8 is a raised deflecting-block 10.

I provide a means for locking the replacer
to a'rail, so that there will be no danger of
its slipping or becoming misplaced while re-
trackingacarorlocomotive. Ashereshown; 55
this means consists of a lever 11, operating
in a slot 12, formed in the flange 4, and hav-
ing an eccentric head 13 for clamping against
the rail-web.

This replacer will preferably be made of 6o
stamped steel, as it can be made of this ma-
terial so as to be very light and yet have the
requisite strength. . It can be made of any
desired length and also of any desired width,
so as to replace a wheel from different dis- 65
tances from the sides of the rails. In opera-
tion the replacer will be placed on each rail
a few feet ahead of the locomotive or derailed
car, and then upon starting the locomotive
the flanges of the wheels will engage against 7o
the inner sides of the ribs 8 or 9, depending

1§ upon the direction in which the car is moved,

and also move through the channels 6 or 7,
when the flanges will pass against the inner
side of the rail, while the wheel rests upon the 73
tread of the rail. , .

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— )

1. Acar-replacer comprising a platform in- 8o
clined from its eenter downward and outward
in both directions, a rib-on the outer edge of
the platform, a box-like portion at the oppo-
site edge for engaging over a rail, the said
box-like portion having divergent channels 85
in its upper surface, ribs arranged at an an-
gle on the upper surface of the platform and
extended at the inner ends thereof to nearly
the center of the platform, and a deflecting-
block between the ends of said ribs and the go
inner ends of the channels. _

2. Acar-replacer, comprising a platform in-
clined from its center downward and outward
in both directions, a rib on the outer edge of
the platform, a box-like portion at the oppo- 95
site edge for engaging over a rail, a locking
device carried by said box-like portion, the
said box-like portion having divergent chan-
nels in its upper surface, ribs arranged at an
angle on the npper surface of the platform 100
extended at the inner ends thereof to nearly
the center of the platform, and a deflecting-
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block between the ends of said ribs and the
inner ends of the channels, substantially as
specified.

8. Acar-replacer comprising a platform in-
clined from its center downward and outward
in both directions, a box-like portion at one
side adapted to engage over a railway-rail,
the top of the box-like portion being provided
with divergent channels, ribs adapted to con-
duct the car-wheel flange to said channels,
and a deflecting-block between the ends of
said ribs and the inner ends of the channels.

4. A car-replacer, comprising a platform in-
clined from its center downward and outward
in both directions, a box-like structure at one
edge of the platform, adapted for engaging
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over a railway-rail, a locking device pivoted
to said box-like structure and having an ec-
ecentric head for engaging with the rail, chan-
nels formed in the upper surface of the box-
like structure, and ribs on the platform, said
ribs being extended from the ends at an in-
ward incline to nearly the center of the plat-
form, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

JOHN HENRY FOWLER.

Witnesses:
JoHN J. PAUL,
J. FRANK HINES.
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