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This invention relates to baby high chairs or feeding
chairs, and more particularly relates to a baby chair of
the type which is convertible to a chair which may be
used as a play device:

One form of a baby feeding chair now in use has a
seating unit which may be rocked to and fro only slightly.
In this chair, no provision is made for immobilizing the
chair when used in connection with a tray- for feeding
the baby. The movable natire of the ssating unit is often
distracting to the child while eating, since he often desires
to rock the seat and play rather than be receptive. to
feeding. The other, and miore common, form of high
¢hair ‘now in use has an immobile seating unit,

- In accordance with the present invention, a baby feed-
ing chair is provided having a seating unit which may
be securely immobilized with respect to the legs of the
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chair ‘and which  may be readily and simply converted

toa freely swingable seating unit. The chair is ¢on-
structed of a minimum number of component parts which
may be inexpensively manufactured and assembled.” Fur-
ther, sharp points are eliminated throughout and the chair
is otherwise ‘constructed to avoid harming the ¢hild using
the chair. ‘ AR

Briefly, the elements of the preferred embodiment of
the invention include-a stationary base having a horizortal
shelf from which rigidly depend supporting legs, a seating
it having a back, side arm supports and a seat, and a
simple, inexpensive mounting means for pivotally support:
ing-the seating unit and for raising and lowering same
with” respect to the shelf. The seating unit in its lower
position rests on and is locked to the shelf. In its raised
position, the seating unit is out of contact with the shelf
and is then freely swingable on said mounting structure.
‘The mounting structure preferably includes a pair of pivot
pins which are pivotally received in a pair of upstanding
side 'members which are a part of the seating unit. The
pins are slidable in veriical-slots in' side frame members
which :are ‘conniected ‘to the shelf. = The seating unit and
pivot pins are thus adapted for vertical movement with
respect to side frame. members so ‘that the seating unit
may be raised from-the shélf and lowered ‘thereon. ‘Means
are provided, comprising respective notches, for receiving
the pivot pins in an upper position wherein the seating unit
secured thereto is free to swing without interference with
the shelf. :

Other features and advantages-of the present invention
will becomeé apparent by maKing reference to the specifica-
tion to ‘follow and the drawings showing illustrative em-
bodiments ‘of .the invention. e
~ Inthe drawings: o

Fig. 1.is an exploded view, in perspective, showing the
component parts making ap the novel baby chair of .the
invention; ‘ .
.. Fig. 2 is-a vertical section of the chair shown in Fig, 1,
with the components in assembled condition and with
the seating unit of the chair in a position whereby it may
be freely. swung in relation to the base of the chair;
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Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken
along section line 3—3 in Fig. 2; and

Fig. 4 is a vertical section of the chair of Fig. 1 show-
ing the seating unit in a lower immobile position on the
base of the chair.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reférence
numerals indicate similar elements throughout, the basic
elements of the chair comprise a base 2 and a seating unit
4. which may assume one of two positions with respect
to the base 2. One of these positions, shown in Fig. 4,
is where the seating unit 4 is in a Jowered position with
the bottom of the seating unit resting on the top of the
base 2. The seating unit may be locked securely in this
position thereby resulting in a chair structure which is
a rigid structure throughout. In the second position of
the seating unit 4, the seating unit is supported in a raised
position from the. base 2 wherein the seating unit may
be freely swingable along an arcuate path having a rela-
tively large radius, to provide a play device for the child
sitting therein. Fig. 2 shows the seating unit in the raised,
freely swingable position.

The base 2 comprises a horizontal shelf 6 and depend-

ing legs 8 rigidly secured by any suitablé means to the
bottom. of the shelf 6. A horizontal step 16 spaced be-
neath the shelf 6 and extending between the two forward
legs 8 provides a foot resting platform for the feet of the
child sitting in the chair, when the chair is in its lower
position; ' To provide stability to the chair structure,
the legs may be made sufficiently short to provide a stable
support for the chair when used as a swing, or the base
may be suitably weighted at the bottom to provide the
stability.
- Extending upward frem the opposite sides of the shelf 6
are a pair of side frame members 12.  The side frame
members may be secured to the side faces of the shelf
6 by means of screws 17. The upper ends of the side
frame members 12 are provided with hook-shaped per-
forations 14 which extend completely therethrough.. The
hook-shaped perforations 14 each include a vertically ex-
tending lower ‘slot portion 16 and a downwardly curled
upper portion which provides a’ closed bottom notch 18.
The hook-shaped perforations 14 are both located in the
same relative positions on the side frame.members 12 so
that the upper and lower portions of the hook-shaped
apertures are respectively in horizontal ‘alignment.

The seating unit 4 has a seat 20, a rear back-resting
portion 22, and side members 24 which extend upwardly
from the seat 20 and which are of approximately the
same height as the rear 22 of the seating unit, for reasons
to- be hereinafter explained. The side members 24 of the
seating unit 4 include circular apertures 26 in the upper
portion “thereof which are in horizontal alignment and
which are opposite the hook-shaped perforations 14 in the
side frame members 12. Extending inwardly about half
way up the side members 24 of the seating unit are in-
wardly extending arm rests 28. - The arm rests 28 are
spaced above the seat 29 at a distance such that a child
may comfertably rest his arms.

The upper extremities of the side members 12 and 24
of the chair preferably occupy only the central side por-
tion of the chair so that spaces 29 are provided to enable

- the child or baby sitting in the chair to see objects or

65

70

people viewable from the sides of the chair.

. Extending forwardly from the front of the side mem-
bers 24 are respective ears 30 having circular apertures
32 therein, which are likewise in horizontal alignment.
Depending downwardly from the front and lower end
of the seat 20 is a projection or plug 34. The projection
34 is located in vertical alignment with a circular aper-
ture 15 in the shelf 6 of the base member 2. The
plug member 34 is engaged by the walls of the aperture

" 15 when the seating unit is in its lower position, as shown
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in Fig. 4, and thereby restrains the seating unit from
lateral movement with respect to the shelf 6

A tray 36 of conventional design includes side plate
members 37 depending therefrom which are in juxtaposed
relationship, respectively, with the ears 30 on the front
of the seating unit 4. Plate members 37 include aper-
tures 46 which are in alignment with apertires 32 in
ears 30 so thal they may each receive a bolt 41 and
attached nut to secure the tray 36 to the ears 30.

For economy in manufacture, the entire seating unit 4
may be molded as a single integral unit from a suitable
plastic ‘material.

The seating unit 4 is mounted betwéen the side frame
members 12 of the base 2 with the side members 24 of
the seating unit adjacent to but dlsplaced a-small distance
from the side frame members i2. The seéating unit is
secured to the side frame members 12 by means of a
simple mounting structure including respective bolts 42
having a head 44, unthreaded shank 46 and threaded end
48. - The end of the shank 46 adjacent to the head 44
of each bolt is increased in diameter to provide a spacing
bearing collar 49. The side members 24 of the seating
unit 4 include a recessed circular portlon 50 adjacent to
the “apertures 26 therein which receive ‘the heads 44 of
the bolts 42. The shanks of the bolts extend through
apertures 26 and the adjacent hookishaped perforatxons
14 in the side frame members 12. A washer 54°bridges
the gap between the outer face of the spacing collar 49
and the inner face of the side frame members 12. The
depth or thickness of the spacing collar 49 is made larger
than the thickness of the 'side members 24 adjacent thé
aperfures 26 so that the seating unit side membets 24
do not bind agamst the washers 54 but are freely pivotable
on the collars 49,

On the threaded ends of the bolts 42 are threaded
wing nuts 56, for aiding in securely Iockmg the seating
unit of the side frame members 12 in either its upper
or lower position. The wing nuts 56 each includes a
central boss 38 which is apertured only part way there-
through so that the sharp ends of the bolts 42 may ‘be
completely covered by the wing nuts so as to prevent any
injury to the child usmg the chair.

When the seating unit is in its lower position, as shown
in Fig, 4, the bolts 42 rest on the boitom of the ver-
tically extending slot portions 16 of the hook-shaped per-
forations 14, as 'shown most clearly in Fig. 4. 1In this
position, the plig 34 is received in the aperture 15 in
the shelf 6, and together with the tightened wing nuts
56 holds the seating unit rigidly and securely on the
shelf 6 to provide a stable chair which may be used
for feeding or other purposes.

To convert the chair from this condition to a swing,
the wing nuts 56 are loosened and the chair raised from
its lower position so that the shanks 46 of the bolts 42
shde t.pwardly along the vertxcal slot-portions: 16 of -the
hook-shaped - perforations 14, 'so that the shanks of
the bolts 42 are lifted above the wall 61 defining the
upper end of the notch ‘portion 18 of the hook-shaped
perforations 14. The seating umit is then lowered so
that the shanks of the bolts 42 rest on the bottom of
the notches 18. In this position the seating unit - is
supported in a raised position above the shelf 6, so
that it may, be lrcely pwoted or swung on the spacing
collars 49 of the bolts '42. The plug 34 accordingly
clears the top of the shelf 6 in this position of the seating
unit. The wing ‘nuts 56 are tightened to- ‘prevent “any
relative . movement Letween the 'shank of “the “bolts 42
and the side frame members 12 of the base member-2.

Note that the _apertures. 26 in the seating ‘unit . side
members %4 and the bolts 42 received therein extend an
apprecmble distance above the level of the arm rests 28.
This is 1mportant to provide 2 large radius for the arcuate
path over which the seating ‘unit is' swung,

Apphcanf has’ thus provrded with ~a - minimum - of
component parts, a baby high chair which - may-be‘con-
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verted from a rigid structure used for feeding, to a
freely swingable chair structure which-has an-appreciable
arc of swing. The components are designed so that any
possibility of injury to the child is minimized. For ex-
ample, nuts like wing nut 36 are used with bolts 41 for
securing the tray 36 to cover the exposed sharp ends of
these bolts.

Applicant has above described the most preferred em-
bodiment of his invention. It should be understood,
however, that numerous modifications ‘may be made
of this preferred embodiment without deviating from the
broader and generic aspects of the invention.

I claim:

1. A baby chair comprising a horizontal base member,
means for rigidly supporting said base member above
floor level, a pair of pivot supports, means supporting
said pivot supports on opposite sides of, and above, said
horizonial base member, a seating unit having respective

‘means engageable with said pivot supports and swingable

thereon, means eunabling ‘the selective lowering of said
seating unit onto, and the raising of ‘said ‘seating unit
out of contact with, said horizontal base member, $aid
seating means being immobilized when lowered to iest on
said base member and free to swing on said pivot ‘sup-
ports when raised above said base meémber.

2. A baby chair comprising a horizontal base miember,
‘a’seating unit, means for pivotally supporting said seating
unit for swinging movement above and out of contact
with said base member, said means including a pair of
sidé members extending wpwardly of the base meniber
on opposite ‘sides thereof and supporting said ‘seating
unit, and means permitting the lowering of said sedting
unit onto said base member to immobilize same.

3. In a baby chair having a raised base member -and
legs depending therefrom, a seating unit having ‘a back
support, side arm supports and a seat, means for pivotally
supporting said entire seating unit for swinging move-
meént above and out of contact with said base member,
and means permitting the lowering of ‘said seating unit
with the seat thereof resting on said ‘base member to
immobilize the same. _ ]

4. A baby chair comprising a seat, a base member, side

frame members projecting upward from opposite sides
of said base member, said seat being between said side
frame members, means extending upward from opposxte
s1des of said seat, a pair of spaced pivot support means
on said side frame members for pivotally supporting the
upper ends of said first-mentioned means, means selec-
tively permitting the raising of -said seat with the seat
above and out of contact with said base member so that
said seat may be freely swung on said pivot support
means, and-the lowering of said seat to a position where
said seat is resting on said base member,-and -means for
maintaining said seat in-said raised position.
5. A baby-chair comprising-a raised base member hav-
ing supporting legs  depending therefrom, a-seat -having
upwardly extending side ‘members, side frame members
projecting upward from opposite sides of said base mem-
ber, said seat being between said side frame members, a
pair of spaced pivot support means for pivotally support-
ing said seat side members to said side frame members
of said base member, means selectively permitting the
raising .of said seat with the seat above and- out of con-
tact thh sald base membér so that sald seat- may-be
freely swung on said p1vot support means, “and-the lower-
ing of sdid séat to a position where said" seat is restmg
on said base member, and means for mamtalmng said
seat in said raised posmon

6 A baby chair ‘comprising a’ seating tnit havmg a
pair of upwardly extending side members, a- base ‘meni-
ber, a pair of side frame members projecting Upwardly
from opposite sidées of sald base member and located op-
posite ‘said seatmg unit side- members, respectlve vertlcally
eéxtending’ slots in"one of ‘said pairs-of- side Hiem
respective: pivot pins~exteénding® from ‘the -other pair- of
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side members and each riding in one of said slots, respec-
tive vertical notches in said side members having said
siots, and said notches comimunicating with said slots,
said slots and notches being sufficiently long to enable
said seating unit to assume a lower position where the
seating unit is immobilized by resting on said base mem-
ber and to assume a raised swingable position with said
pivot pins engaging the walls defining the ends of said
notches.

7. A baby chair comprising a seating unit having a
pair of upwardly extending side members, a base member,
a pair of side frame members projecting upwardly from
opposite sides of said base member and located opposite
said seating unit side members, respective vertically ex-
tending slots in said side frame members and respective
pivot pins extending from the seating unit side members
and each riding in one of said slots, respective open-top
vertical notches in said side frame members and com-
municating with said slots, said notches being positioned
so that the walls defining the closed ends of said notches
engage said pins and pivotally support said seating unit in
an upper position where the seating unit is removed from
contact with said base member, said slots being suf-
ficiently long to permit said seating unit to assume a
lower position where the seating unit is in contact with
said base member.

8. A baby chair comprising a seating unit having a pair
of upwardly extending side members, a base member, a
pair of side frame members projecting upwardly from
opposite sides of said base member and located opposite
said seating unit side members, respective hook-shaped
perforations in said side frame members each having a
vertically extending lower portion and a downwardly
curled upper portion, respective pivot pins connecting
with said seating unit side members for pivotally support-
ing said seating unit, each of said pins extending into the
adjacent hook-shaped perforation and adapted to be
seated on the wall defining the lower extent of the down-
wardly curled portion of the adjacent perforation and to
pivotally support the seating unit in an upper position
with the seating unit removed from said base member,
the said vertically extending lower portions of said per-
forations being sufficiently long to permit said seating unit
to assume a lower position where the seating unit is in
contact with said base member and to assume an upper
position where said pins clear the walls defining the upper
extent of said downwardly curled upper portions of ‘said
perforations.

9. A baby chair comprising a seating wnit having a
pair of upwardly extending side members, a base mems-
ber, a pair of side frame members projecting upwardly
from opposite sides of said base member and located
opposite said seating unit side members, respective hook-
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shaped perforations in said side frame members each
having a vertically extending lower portion and a down-
wardly curled upper portion, respective pivot pins pivot-
ally received in openings in said seating unit side mem-
bers, each of said pins extending into the adjacent hook-
shaped perforation and adapted to be seated on the wall
defining the lower extent of the downwardly curled por-
tion of the adjacent perforation and to pivotally support
the seating unit in an upper position with the seating unit
removed from said base member, the said vertically
extending lower portions of said perforations being suffi-
ciently long to permit said seating unit to assume a lower
position where the seating unit is in contact with said
base member and to assume an upper position where said
pins clear the walls defining the upper extent of said
downwardly curled upper portions of said perforations.

10. A baby chair comprising a horizontal base mem-
ber, a seating unit, means for pivotally supporting said
seating unit for swinging movement above and out of
contact with said base member, means for permitting the
lowering ‘of said seating unit onto said base member to
immobilize the same, and means for securing said seat-
ing unit against movement relative to said base member
comprising cooperating plug and socket means on the
confronting faces of said seating unit and base member,
said socket receiving said plug when the seating unit is
in its lower. position.

11. A baby chair comprising a seating unit having a
bottom forming a seat and arm rests supported above
the seat, a pair of upwardly extending side members se-
cured to the scat and having a top portion which extends
an appreciable distance above the elevation of the arm
rests, a base member, side frame members projecting
upwardly from. opposite sides of the base member and
located opposite to the seating unit side members, means
for permitting the raising of said seating unit from a posi-
tion wherein the bottom of the seat is immobilized with
respect to the base member, to a position wherein the
seating unit is raised from contact with the base mem-
ber, and means for pivotally supporting said seating unit
in said raised position about a horizontal pivot axis ex-
tending through the upper portions of said seating unit
side members.
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