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UNITED STATES 
Patented November 1, 1904. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

| EMIL TYDEN, OF HASTINGS, MICHIGAN. 

PEDESTAL-TABLE LOCK. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 773691, dated November 1, 1904. 
Application filed March 16, 1903, Serial No. 147962, No model) 

To (u4/ 7 thon, it may concern.: 
Beit known that I, EMILTYDEN, a citizen of 

the United States, residing at Hastings, in the 
county of Barry and State of Michigan, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Pedestal-Table Locks, of which the following 
isa specification, reference beinghad totheac 
companying drawings, forminga partthereof. 
This invention is designed to provide im 

proved means for locking together the sepa 
rable members of pedestal extension-tables. 

It consists in the features of construction 
set out in the claims. 

Figure 1 is a horizontal section at the line 
1 I on Fig. 2 through the pedestal of an ex 
tension-table havingmy improvements, show 
ing the members of the table part?y closed 
and ready to be locked. Fig. 2 is a vertical 
section at the line 22 on Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a 
detail section at the line 33 on Fig. 2. Fig. 
4 is a Section at the line 44 on Fig. 2. Fig. 
5 is a vertical detail section at the line 55 on 
Fig. 6 showing the pedestal members closed 
and locked. Fig. 6 is a Section at the line 6 
6 on Fig. 5. Fig. 7 isa detail section of parts 
corresponding to those shown in Fig. 5, ilus 
trating a slight modification and showing the 
pedestal parts in a position similar to Fig. 2. 
Upon one of the pedestal members 1 there 

is fulcrumed avertically-disposed lever 2, the 
fulcrum of the lever being for certain spe 
cific purposes of the invention preferably to 
ward the upper end of the pedestal and the 
operating devicestoward thefoot. Abracket 
3, having a slot 4through which the lever ex 
tends, operates asa guide and check for the 
movement of the lever, a spring 5 being pro 
vided reacting against the lever to thrust it 
inward with respect to the pedestal-that is, 
away from the pedestal-Wall on which it is 
mounted – to the limit permitted by the re 
straining devices. This lever has a latch 6 
projecting rigidly inward from itat a point 
intermediate in the height of the pedestaland 
the lever being mounted midway in the width 
of the pedestal. Thislatch protrudesthrough 

i a slot 7 in the center leg 8 to reach and be 

50 

come engaged with a staple 9, which is piw 
oted to the opposite pedestal member. To 
the rigid latch 6 there is, piwoted a trip-lever 

10, whose horizontal arm extends upon the 
piwot alongside the latch, while its vertical 
member 11 projectsup into the slot 4 of the 
guide-bracket 3 in position to encounter the 
end of the slot as the lever 2 swings inward 55 
and by such encounter causes the horizontal 
arm to beliftedalongside the nose of the fixed 
latch, so as to disengage the piwoted latch or 
staple 9 therefrom and hold it out ofengage 
ment so long as the lever 2 remainsatthein 
ward position, to which it is thrust by the 
spring. As amatter of detail of construction 
Imake the rigid latch 6 of sheet metal folded 
to form two limbs which embrace the lever 2, 
to which the latch is rigidly Secured by riv 
ets taken through both the limbs. The trip 
lever 10 is located, and thus swings, as stated, 
alongside both side bars constituting the fixed 
latch. The trip-?ever tends by grawity to take 
the position shown in Fig. 5, with the hori 
zontal arm depressed, so as to uncover the 
nose of the rigid latch and permitthe Safeen 
gagement of the piwoted latch or staplethere 
with. The movement of the trip-leverin the 
direction thus caused by gravity is checked at 
the proper point by the heel 12 on the trip 
lewer encountering the inner vertical edge of 
the lever 2. 
From the construction thus far described 

it will be understood that as the two members 
of the table are closed together the piwoted 
latch or staple 9 encountering the sloping 
nose 6* of the rigid latch 6"rides upon it and 
is lodged upon the upper edge of the trip-le 
wer 10 before the members of the pedestal are 
entirely closed together. If the pedestal re 
mains slightly separated at the lower part 
when the table-top is closed, the operator by 
any means provided for that purpose may 
draw the free end of the lever 2 back toward 
the wall of the pedestal member on which 
the lever is fulcrumed, and thereby the trip 
latch 10 will be dropped, permitting the piw 

i oted latch or staple 9 to drop into Safe en 
gagement with the hook of the fixed latch, 
and the further retraction of the lever 2 will 
close up the two pedestal members to the ex 
tent of the range of movement provided for 
said, lever 2. 
I have shown means for operating the le 
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ver 2, located at the foot of the pedestal. The 
lower end of Said leweris piwotally connected 
to a horizontal lever 13, which is fulcrumed 
on a bracket 14, mounted on the inner wall 
of the member of the pedestal on which the 
lever 2 is fulcrumed, and at the otherend it is 
connected to an operating-rod 15, which ex 
tends out allong one of the pedestal-feet 16, 

i being preferably lodged within such foot on 
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the under side, as illustrated. This lever pro 
trudes through a slot 17 in the end of the foot, 
on which there is mounted a plate 18, having 
a slot 19, through which the end of the lever 
also protrudes. The end of the foot and the 
p?ate mounted thereonare formed sothat the 
plate presents an inclined face, and the end 
of the lever is furnished with a pedal-piece 
20, which extends across the slot and rideson 
the inclined face of the plate when the pedal 
piece is depressed by the foot of the operator, 
and the rod 15 is thereby pulled outward by 
the cam action of the inclined plate and oper 
ates the horizontal lever 13, pulling the lower 
end of the lever 2 outward-i. e. away from 
the center of the pedestal–this action being 
performed after the table membersare closed 
together far enough to cause the piwoted 
latch or staple 9 to occupy the position shown 
in Fig. 2, where it is ready to drop into en 
gagement with the rigid latch or hook when 
the trip-latch 10 is caused to drop by the 
movement of the lever 2, as described. 
lower part of the plate 18 presents a face sub 
stantially at right angles to the pull of the 
rod when the pedal-piece is depressed to the 
?owest limit of the slot, and thus operates to 
lock the parts Securely in the position at 
which the pedal membersare fully closed to 
gether, as illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6. For 
releasing the locking devices and permitting 
Separation of the table members the oper 
ator will, by the toe, lift the pedal-piece 20 
past the vertical portion of the face of the 
plate 18, and the reaction of the parts, and 
particular?y of the spring 5, as Well as any 
Separating movement of the table members, 
will cause the pedal-piece to be crowded up 
along the Sloping face of the plate and com 
plete the releasing action. 
Some minor details of construction merit 

attention. Forconvenience in assembling the 
parts and for cheapnessin construction I pro 

i vide for piwoting the lever 2 to the pedestal 
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member a bracket 21, (see Fig. 3,) which has 
the aperture 22 in which the lever is piwoted 
made in the form of a slot opening to the edge 
of the bracket, so that the lever, which has a 
closedeye 23, (see Fig.5) may beentered edge 
Wise in the opening of the slot and swung 
round minety degrees to the position at which 
it operates, and the guide-bracket 3 being af 
terward Secured in place on the pedestal-Wall 
keeps the lever in operative position, so that 
it cannot escape from the bracket. At the 
lower end, for convenience and cheapness of 

The 

construction, I make the lever 2 with the ap 
erture for engaging the lever 13 also in the 
form of a slot 24, opening by a narrowedrift 
through the end of Said lewer, and I form the 
horizontal lever 13, preferably struck out of 
sheet metal, (see Fig. 4.) with the partwhich 
engages the slot formed as to the opposite 
edges in arcs of a circle whose diameter adapts 
it to make a working fit in the aperture 24 of 
the narrowedrift, Sothatthe horizontalswing 
ing movement of the lever 13 is accommodated 
at the pivotal connection of the lever 2, al 
though Said movement of the latter lever is 
strictly limited to a vertical plane transverse 
to the length of the lever 13. 

In Fig. 7 I have shown a slight modifica 
tion of the trip-latch, which consists in cutting 
it back on the upper edge to forman inclined 
face 27, on which the cross-bar 28 of the piw 
oted latch or Staple 9 lodges when the pedes 
ta? members are closed together ready for 
latching. This permits the Said cross-bar to 
drop, a little below the upper edge of the 
hooked nose of the rigid latch 6 and may give 
slightly-increased certainty of the engagement 
of the two elements when the pedal. 20 is Sud 
denly depressed for the purpose of drawing 
the members together. In Such case in the 
form shown in the principal figures the very 
quick movement given to the lever 2 and the 
latch from the position shown in Fig. 2 might 
with the form of the trip-latch shown in that 
figure pull the nose of the latch 6 past the 
cross-bar 28 of the piwoted latch or staple 9 

i before the latter would have time to drop. 
I claim– 
1. In a pedestal extension-table in combi 

nation with the separable members of the ped 
estal, a vertically-disposed lewerfulcrumed on 
one of the pedestal membershaving connected 
with itone of twocoöperating devices for con 
necting the two pedesta? members, the other 
of Said coüperating devices mounted on the 
other pedestal member; a horizontally - dis 
posed lewer at the lower part of the pedestal 
connected with the lower end of Said verti 
cally-disposed lewerand an element connected 
with Said horizontaly-disposed lewer extend 
ing outalong one of the pedestal-feet and pro 
vided at the Outer end with means exposed 
outside the pedestal-foot in position to be op 
erated by the foot of the operator for actuat 
ing the levers to operate the pedestal-connect 
ing devices. 

2. In a pedestal extension-table, in combi 
nation with the separable members of the ped 
estal, a Vertically-disposed lewerfulcrumed on 
one pedestal member: coöperating latchingde 
vices, one carried by said vertically-disposed 
lever and the other by the opposite pedestal 
member; means for operating Said vertically 
disposed lever for drawing the pedestal mem 
berstogether when the latching devicesareen 
gaged and for releasing the same; a tripping 
device carried by the vertically-disposed lever 
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adapted to disengage the latching devices, and 
meansfor operating such tripping device for 
such disengagement by the movement of the 
vertically-disposed lewer toward releasing po 
sition. 

3. In a pedestal extension-table in combi 
nation with the separable members of the ped 
estal, a vertically-disposed lewerfulcrumed on 
one pedestalmember: coöperating latchingde 
vices forconnecting the pedestal members, one 
rigid with Said lewer and the other piwotally 
mounted on the opposite pedestal member: a 
tripping device carried by the vertically-dis 
posed lever and extending in position for ob 
structing the engagement of the latching de 
wices when the rigid latch isthrust toward the 
opposite pedestal member; means for taking 
Said tripping device out of such obstructing 
position when Said rigid latchis retracted, and 
meansfor operating the vertical lewer to thrust 
forward and retract Said rigid latch. 

4. In a pedesta? extension-table in combi 
nation with the pedestal members, devicescar 
ried by the pedestal members respectively 
adapted to become engaged when the pedestal 
members approach and before they are fully 
closed; means for operating Said devices after 
they become engaged to draw the pedestal 
members together, Said means comprising a 
lever fulcrumed on one pedestal member and 
a link extending therefrom at the bottom of 
the pedestal outalong one of the pedestal-feet 
and protruding therefrom: acam mounted on 
the pedestal-foot with which the protruding 
end of Said linkengages, adapted to cause the 
depression of Said protruding end to operate 
the link longitudinally for actuating the lever 
in direction to draw the pedestal membersto gether. 

5. In a pedestal extension-table in combi 
nation with the separable members of the ped 
estal, a vertically-disposed lewerfulcrumed at 
theupperendon one pedestal member: ahori 
zontaly-disposed leweralso fulcrumed on the 
same pedestalmember and piwotally connected 
at the lowerend of the vertically-disposed le 
ver; a link from saidhorizontal lewer extend 
ing out allong one foot of the pedestal, and 
means at the extremity thereof for actuating 
Said link longitudinally, and coöperating de 
vices for connecting the two pedesta? mem 
bers, one carried by the vertically-disposed 
lever and the other by the opposite pedestal 
member, adapted to become engaged when the 
pedestal members approach and before they 
are fully closed together. 

6. In a pedestal extension - table in combi 
nation with the twopedestal members, a verti 
cally-disposed lewer fulcrumed at the upper 

6o end on one of Saidmembers: ahorizontal lever 
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fulcrumed on the same pedestal member and 
piwotally connected tothelowerend of the ver 
tically-disposed lever; a link from said hori 
Zontal lever extending out allong one of the 
pedestal-feet, and meansatthe extremity there 
of for operating Said link longitudinally to ac 
tuate the levers; colöperating latching devices 
for Connecting the pedestal members, One car 
ried rigidly by the vertically-disposed lewer 
and the other carried piwotally by the oppo 
site pedestal member and adapted to come into 
position for engaging the rigid latch when the 
pedestal members approach and before they 
are closed together; a tripping device carried 
by the vertically-disposed lever and means 
holdingit in position to obstruct the engage 
ment of the piwoted latch, adapted to be oper 
ated to cause it to move from such obstructing 
position when the Said leweris actuated in di 
rection to draw the pedestal memberstogether. 

7. In a device for locking together the sep 
arable pedestal members of a pedestal exten 
sion-table, in combination with the coöperat 
ing latching devices for connecting the two 
pedestal members; a lewer which carries one 
of Said coöperating devices fulcrumed on one 
of the pedestal members, the bracket which 
affords its fulcrum having an aperture for 
piwotal connection with the lever open later 
ally to the edge, the lever havinga, closed eye 
forengagement by insertion edgewise through 
such lateral opening and a guard-bracket for 
retaining the leverin operative position at an 
angle to the position at which it is entered. 

8. In a locking device for connecting and 
drawingtogether the separable pedestal mem 
bers of a pedestal extension-table, a lever ful 
crumed on one member; coöperating latching 
devices, one carriedrigidyby said, lever and 
the other piwotally by the opposite pedesta? 
member: releasable means for Securing the 
lewerat position for holding the pedestal mem 
bers togethera spring operating on Said lewer 
to holdit retractably normally at position for 
releasing the locking devices; the trip-lever, 
10, pivotally carried by the latch-operating 
lever, extending allongside the rigid latch to 
obstruct the engagement of the piwoted latch 
therewith, and having a trip-finger, 11, and a 
stop coöperating with Said trip-finger to hold 
the latch in obstructing position at the normal 
position of the operating-lever. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand, in the presence of two witnesses, at 
Chicago, Illinois, this 10thday of March, A. D. 
1903. 

EMIL TYDEN. 
In presence of– 

CHAS. S. BURTON, 
FRED. G. FISCHER. 
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