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My invention relates to g method of knitting
socks and the like and to the product of such
method.

“As is well known the portion of a sock or

stocking subjected: to the most wear is the heel.
Thus, almost invariably, the heel portion needs
mending when the remaining portions are still
1ntact or in a satisfactory and usable condltlon

As is well known also, a sock or stocking often
has to be discarded because the heel portion is
beyond repair, although the remaining portions
are still intact or in a satisfactory or usable con-
dition.

Thrifty housewives will somtimes repair a much
mended heel portion by the long and tedious
method of unravelling not only the heel por-

tion but the foot portion forwardly of the heel .

and then knitting heel and foot portions. It
is not possible to only unravel ‘the worn or dam-
aged heel portion of socks and stockings made
by the known knitting methods but, the portion
forwardly of the heel also has to be unravelled.
- The method of the present invention produces
a sock or stocking with a heel portion such that
the heel alone need be unravelled when it is
desired to replace the same by a new knitted
heel.

An object of the present mventmn, therefore,

is ‘to provide a method of knitting such that-

a sock or the like may be knitted in a manner
to endble one to replace the heel by unravelling
the heel portion only, and then kmttmg a new
heel portion.

Another object of the 1nvent10n is to prov1de
in a sock or the like a length of yarn of g con-
trasting ‘color to serve as a marker defining
the juncture between a part-of the heel portion
and an adjoining part of the foot portion and
also to serve as a means of separating the heel
portion from the foot portion before unravelling
the heel portion.

In the drawings, wherein like numerals of ref-
erence indicate correspondmg parts in the var-

ious figures:

Figure 1 is a. fragmentary side view of a typi-
cal sock made in accordance with the usual
knitting method, the sock being shown in flat-
tened condition;

Figure 2 is a fragmentary side view similar
to Figure 1 but showing a sock, in flattened
condition, made in accordance with the present
invention; }

Figure '3 is a fragmentary view of Figure
showing the knitted sock, w1th 51de gaps open

" and ready to be. closed. .
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Figure 4 is a fragmentary side view of a sock,
shown in flattened condition, made in accord-
ance with a modified form of the invention.™

To better explain the method of the present
invention, it will be helpful to first ‘refer to
the usual method of knitting g sock, such as
shown in Figure 1. The sock shown is a typi-
cal one, and it -includes, like all socks, a leg
portion 10, a foot portion {f, the upper approxi-
mate half of which merges into the front half
of the leg portion, and a heel portion or flap
12 between the foot portion and the rear half
of the leg portion.  In knitting such a sock, and
in accordance with the known method or meth-
ods of knitting a sock, the leg portion 8 is
knitted down to an imaginary line indicated by
the numerals 9—38, lying substantially transverse
of  the length of the leg and defining the base
or upper part of the heel portion 2. The heel
portion or flap 12 is next knitted, this portion
being in part defined by parallel edges 14. When
the heel flap has become so knitted, the stitches
defining the edges 14 are picked up and knit-
ting of the remainder or foot porticn i{ is pro-
ceeded with in the usual manner.

In the method of the present. mventmn both
the leg. portion and the heel flap are knitted in
the usual manner but before knitting the line or
row of stitches intended to define the forward
edge of the heel flap, a length of yarn {§ of con~
trasting color-—hereinafter referred to as- the
colored yarn—is substituted, for the yarn stock -
used in knitting the sock, and the last line of -
stitches knitted with the colored yarn. The
sock, or more particularly the heel flap thus
far knitted, is made according to a usual or typi-
cal sock, such as shown in Figure 1, except that
the last-line of stitches (6 is made with colored
yvarn. ‘The length of the colored yarn is prefer-
ably such that loose ends, shown at 158, pro-
ject beyond the ends of the line of stitcltes 16.
Only one end 15 is shown, the other end being
on the other side of the sock. .

After the last line of stitchés—of colored
yarn—has been completed as explained the col-
ored yarn is again substituted by the yarn stock
and a row of stitches 17 cast on each side of
the heel flap to extend between the ends 18 of
stitched colored yarn and the upper corners
19 of the heel.  With the stitches of colored
yarn defining the line 16 of the flap on the needles.
as well as the cast-on stitches 11, the knitting
of ‘the foot portion -is proceeded with in the
usual manner. )

-After the foot portion has been knitted, the
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gaps, shown at 20, hetween the points 18 and 18,
are closed, as by sewing 21. The sock is now
complete ready for use.

If preferred, the loose ends 15 of the colored
yarn may be made long enough to provide the
sewing material with which to: close the- gaps
20.

Where it is desired to replace the heel portion
of a sock made in accordance with the present
invention, the parallel edges of the heel flap are
severed or separated from the adjacent edges—

defined by the previously cast-on stitches 11— -

by cutting the sewing thread or yarn used,
to thus again open the gaps 20... The:colored
thread 16 being the last row .of stitches knitted
in the heel flap, is then withdrawn by pulling
or unpicking each individual stitch, thus releas-
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gaps shown at 20. The stitches of the foot por- -
tion so released are picked up and with the yarn
stock, cast off in the usual manner. The gaps
20 are then closed as by sewing with the yarn
of contrasting color as in the preferred method
previously described. The sock is now ready for
use..
When it is desired to replace the heel portion
made in accordance with the modified method

No. 1 of the present invention, the parallel edges

-.~of the heel flap are severed or separated from
“‘the adjacent edges defined by the cast-off

. ing the heel portion from the foot portion. The '

stitches of the foot portion so released are placed,
temporarily, on a holder, while the heel portion
is unravelled to the line 9—9, the other portions
(leg and foot) remaining intact, following which
a new heel may be knitted. :

It will be evident to those familiar with kmt-
ting that the presence of a colored yarn:serves
to clearly mark out the union or juncture be-
tween heel and foot portions, and this im-
mesasurably aids in easily and accurately locat-
ing such juncture and in picking up the re-
quired stitches.  This is even so when the yarn
stock has become felted through wear or use.

After a new heel. flap has been knitted, the
adjacent lines of stitches defining, respectively,
the forward edges of the heel flap and the ad-
jacent portion of the foot.portion (the stitches

~ of which have been temporarily leff on a holder)
are grafted together, preferably as by a colored
yarn which replaces the original colored yarn

6. The gaps 20, between the points 18:and. |9

are again closed, as by sewing 21.

If the flap has been darned or has become
felted, making it difficult to unravel the released
stitches, the flap -can be cut to within three.or

| four rows of the beginning of the heel flap at
line 9—8. It will then be a simple matter to.un-
ravel the few remaining rows of. stitches ready
to pick up the heel stitches.

While the method just descrlbed is .the pre-
ferred one, there are two other slightly modified
methods:

Modified Method No. 1—After the leg portion
has been knitted, and the heel portion has been
completed except for the last colored line.of
stitches 8, the stitches defining the. edge 14 on
one side of the heel flap are.picked up . in the
same manner as these stitches are picked up
when the usual or old method of knitting a.sock
is used, but picked up with a separate strand of
contrasting color;.the forward edge- of ‘the heel
flap is next knitted with.a separate strand of con-
trasting color to.thus knit into the flap. the last
row of colored stitches 18; .and.the stitches de-
fining the other edge 14 of the flap are picked up
in the same manner as these stitches are picked
up when the usual or. old method. of knitting .2
sock is used, but picked up with a. separate
strand of contrasting - color; followmg which,
knitting of the foot portion is proceeded with.in
the usual or old manner of knitting a .sock.
“‘When the foot portlon is completed, the strands

of contrasting color with which the stltches of.

the parallel edges {4 have been plcked up .are
withdrawn or removed, thus releasingthe stitches
defining the edges of the flap from the corre-
sponding stitches of the foot portlon, makmg the
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stitches, by cutting the sewing thread or yarn
used, to-thus again open the gaps 20. The col-
ored thread 16 being the last row of stitches
knitted in the heel flap, is then withdrawn by
pulling .or unpicking each individual stitch, thus

"releasing the heel portion from the foot portion.

The stitches of the foot portion so released are
placed; temporarily, on a holder, while the heel
portion is unravelled to the line 9—39, the other
portions (leg and foot) remaining intact, fol-
lowing which a new heel may be knitted, then
grafted and sewn to the foot portion of the sock
exactly as given in the preferred method,

“Modified method No. 2 is best illustrated in
Fig. 4 of the drawings. After the. leg portion has
heen knitted, and the heel portion has been com-
pleted except for the last colored line of stitches
shown at 16 in Figure 2, the stitches defining
the edge I4A on one side of the heel flap are
picked up in the same manner as these stitches
are picked up when the usual or old method of
knitting . a sock is used, but picked up with a
separate strand of contrasting color 23 thus leav-
ing free ends 23A; the forward edge of the heel
flap is next knitted with a separate strand of
contrasting color to thus knit into the flap the
iast row of colored stitches 16A. Thus free ends
23A are left. 'The stitches defining the other
edge {4A (not shown) of the flap are picked up in
the same manner as these stitches are picked up
when the ‘usual or old method of knitting a sock
is used, but picked up:with a separate strand of
contrasting color; following which, knitting of
the foot.partion is proceeded with in the usual
or old manner of knitting a sock.

When it is desired to replace. the heel portion
made in accordance with this modified method,
the parallel edges.of the heel flap 14A are sepa-
rated from the adjacent edges of the foot por-
tion by pulling or unpicking each individual
stitch formed by the intervening separate yarn
of contrasting color 23, to thus form gaps such
as shown at 20 in Figure 3., The released stitches
now. defining the edge of ‘the foot portion, ad-
jacent each gap 20, are placed temporarily on
holders. The colpred yarn 18A being the last
row of . stitches knitted in the heel flap, is then
withdrawn. or. removed by pulling. or unpicking
each individual stitch, thus completely . releas-

ing the heel portion from the foot portion. The

stitehes of this part of the foot portion so released
are also placed, temporarily, on a holder, while
the heel portion .is unravelled to the line 89—,
the other portions (leg and foo$) remaining in-
tact, following which a new heel may be knitted.
When the new heel flap has been knijitted, the
adjacent lines of stitches.defining, respectively,
the forward edges of the heel flap and the ad-
jacent portion of the foot. portion (the stitches of
which have been temporarily left on a Tolder).
are grafted together, preferably as by a colored
yarn which replaces the original colored yarn 16.
With the stock yarn a number of stifches are .
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picked up along each edge of the flap 12 between

the points 18 and 19 corresponding to the num-
ber of stitches which have been temporarily left
on a holder and with a colored yarn grafted

to said stitches on the holder, thus closing the-

gaps shown at 20.

Iclaim: )

1. A knitted sock or the like including a heel
portion and a foot portion presenting & continu-
ous stitch pattern but incorporating a row of knit
stitches made from & length of yarn separate
from the yarn stock of which both the heel and
the foot portions of the sock are made, between
and uniting the adjacent rows of stitches of said
heel and foot portions, respectively.

2. A knitted sock or the like including a heel
portion and a foot portion presenting a continu-
ous stitch pattern but incorporating a row of knit
stitches made from a length of yarn separate
from and of a color contrasting with the yarn
. stock of which both the heel and the foot portions
of the sock are made, between and uniting the
adjacent rows of stitches of sald heel and foot
portions, respectively,

3. The method of knitting a sock or the like,
which comprises knitting the leg portion, knitting
the heel flap, continuing the knitting of the flap

with a row of knit stitches made from a separate.

length of yarn and leaving free the ends of the
separate yarn, casting on parallel lines of stitches
extending between the ends of the said row of
knit stitches and the leg portion but free of the
parallel edges of the flap to provide gaps between
said edges and the rows of cast-on stitches, knit-
ting the foot portion and closing the gaps..

4, The method of knitting a sock or the like
which comprises knitting the leg portion, knit-
- ting the heel flap, continuing the knitting of the
flap with a row of knit stitches made from & sep-
arate length of yarn of contrasting color and
leaving free the ends of the separate yarn, cast-
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‘ing on parallel rows of stitches -extending be-

tween the ends of .the said row of knit stitches
and the leg portion but free of the parallel edges
of the flap to provide gaps between said edges and
the rows of cast-on stitches, knitting the foot
portion and closing said gaps by sewing together
the edges thereof.

5, The method of knitting a sock or the like,
which comprises knitting the leg portion, knit-
ting the heel flap portion, knitting the foot por-
tion, and incorporating a row of knit stitches
made from g length of yarn separate from the
varn stock of which both the heel and the foot
portions of the sock are made, between and unit-
ing adjacent rows of stitches of the heel and foot
portions, respectively, of the sock.

6. The method of knitting a sock or the like
which comprises knitting a leg portion, knitting
a heel flap, knitting the forward edge of the flap
with & row of knit stitches made from a separate
length of yarn, picking up the parallel side edges
of the flap with two separate lengths of yarn,

~continuing the knitting from said forward and
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side edges of the flap to form a foot portion from
still another length of yarn, removing the said
two separate lengths of yarn from the parallel
side edges of the flap to form gaps between said
parallel side edges and adjacent edges of the foot
portion, picking up stitches on said adjacent
edges and casting off, and closing said gaps. .
7. A knitted sock or the like including a heel
portion and a foot portion presenting a continu-
ous stitch pattern but incorporating a row of re-
movable knit stitches made from a length of
yarn separate from the yarn stock of which both
the heel and the foot portions of the sock are
made, between and uniting the adjacent rows of
stitches of said heel and foot portions, respec-
tively.
NORA JARVIS ALLEN.



