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To all whom it may conce77: 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR C. MERRIMAN, 

of Leominster, in the county of Worcester, 
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Combina 
tion Rulers, Ink-Erasers, Burnishers, Paper 
Cutters, &c., of which the following is a de 
scription sufficiently full, clear, and exact to 
enable any person skilled in the art or sci 
ence to which said invention appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, forming part 
of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved de 
Vice; Fig. 2, a plan of the side opposite that 
shown in Fig. 1, the device being represented 
in use as a paper-cutter, and Fig. 3, an end 
elevation. 
Like letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts in the different figures of the 
drawings. 
My invention relates to a measuring-ruler 

provided with an ink-eraser, paper burnisher 
and cutter, and pencil-mark eraser; and it 
consists in certain novel features hereinafter 
fully set forth and claimed, the object being 
to produce a simpler, cheaper, and more ef 
fective device of this character than is now 
in ordinary use. 
The nature and operation of the improve 

ment will be readily understood by all con 
versant with such matters from the following explanation. 

In the drawings, A designates the ruler con 
sidered as a whole. The ruler is provided 
with a straight-edge b, in which a longitudi 
nal groove d is formed, said edge being in 
clined downward to prevent contact with the 
implement when marking-fluid is used. The 
ruler is socketed or chambered horizontally 
at f in the grooved, and a cutting-blade g is 
pivoted at h. in said chamber. Said blade is 
provided with a curved slot i, through which 
a pini projects, acting as a stop to determine 
the movement of said blade. The blade is 
also provided with a thumb-slot or groove k, 
and the body of the ruler is cut away at am to 
expose said slot when the blade is closed. 
One end of the body of the ruler is curved 
vertically at p, said curved edge forming a 
burnishing-surface for polishing the paper 
after ink-marks have been erased. The op 

posite end of the ruler is provided with a 
curved boss or projection q, the face of which 
is on an arc of the same circle as the bui 
nisher p. The body is cut in at and a sheet 
of sand-paper, emery-paper, or similar mate 
rial t is glued to the face of the boss, the ends 
of said paper being turned slightly into the 
slots). The boss and covering thus arranged 
form an eraser for removing ink-marks. The 
upper face of the ruler is divided by space 
lines in the ordinary manner of measuring 
rulers. 
In the burnishing end of the ruler-body a 

hemispherical block of erasive rubber is se 
cured. 
In the use of my improvement, the bladeg 

being closed or concealed in the chamber f, 
the ruler may be employed for measuring or 
as a “straight-edge” in the ordinary manner. 
The eraser i is employed in the usual man 
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ner of ink-erasers, and as the covering thereof 
wears away it may readily be replaced. The 
burnishing-surface p is used to smooth the 
paper after having been roughened by the 
erasert, and the rubber it is employed in the 
ordinary manner of erasive rubber. By open 
ing the bladeg, which is held at an angle of 
about forty-five degrees to the edge b by the 
stop i, the device may be used as a paper 
cutter or letter-opener. The edge of the sheet 
to be cut being inserted in the groove d, is 
forced against the cutting-edge of the blade 
9, said groove serving to direct the letter or 
sheet B and prevent the knife from accident 
ally cutting said sheet outside the line of the 
crease in a manner which will be readily un 
derstood without a more explicit description. 
Having thus explained my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A ruler having a longitudinally-grooved 

and vertically-inclined straight or measuring 
edge, one end of the body of said ruler being 
curved to form a burnishing-surface and the 
opposite end provided with a curved boss or 
projection having an erasive surface, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A ruler having a longitudinally-grooved 
straight or measuring edge and a horizontal 
chamber opening into said groove in combi 
nation with a cutting-blade pivoted in said 
chamber, substantially as described. 

3. A ruler having alongitudinally-grooved 
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straight or measuring edge and provided with 
a curved end forming a burnishing-surface, 
the opposite end being curved and covered 
With an erasive material, in combination with 
a cutting-blade pivoted in a chamber open 
ing in said groove, substantially as described. 

4. As a new article of manufacture, a ruler 
provided with a longitudinally - grooved 
Straight or measuring edge and having one 
of its ends curved to form a burnishing-sur 
face, the opposite end being provided with a 
bOSS or projection having a curved surface 
COvered with erasive material and an erasive 
rubber secured in the upper face of said ruler 
at its burnishing end, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

5. The ruler A, provided with the straight 
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edge b, grooved at d and chambered at f, the 
boss q, formed integral with said ruler, the 
burnisher p, the erasive materialt, secured to 
said boss, and the blade (), pivoted in said 
chamber, all being arranged to operate sub 
stantially as described. 

6. The ruler A, provided with the grooved 
edges b and chamber f, in combination with 
the blade g, pivoted in said chamber and pro 
vided with the slot i, and the pin i, project 
ing through said slot, substantially as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

ARTUR. C. MERRIMAN. 
Witnesses: 

WADE. H. JEWETT, 
ROBERT L. CARTER. 


