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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY F. WANDENHOWE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

FOLDING RON BEOSTEAD. 

Specification of Letters Patent No. 18,565, dated November 3, 1857. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, H. F. WANDENHOVE, 

of the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented a new and Improved Fold 
ing Iron Bedstead; and I do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description of the same, reference being had 
to the annexed drawings, making a part 
of this specification, in which 

Figure 1, is a side view of my improve 
ment extended. Fig. 2, is a side view of the 
same, in a folded state. Fig. 3, is a trans 
verse vertical section of the same, taken in 
the line (a) (a) Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a plan 
or top view of the same. Fig. 5 is an inner 
side view of a portion of one of the posts 
and side pieces. 

Similar letters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in the several figures. 
This invention consists in a peculiar mode 

of applying or attaching side rails or fen 
ders to a bedstead arranged as will be here 
inafter shown and described so that the 
bedstead may be folded and rendered as 
compact as usual when not in use. 
The invention also consists in a novel 

means for securing the posts in a vertical 
position when the bedstead is extended. 
To enable those skilled in the art to fully 

understand and construct my invention I 
will proceed to describe it. 
The bottom of the bedstead may be de 

scribed as being formed of two parts A, B, 
the end pieces of which are connected at 
their inner ends by rivets or joints (a), to 
the upper ends of legs C, C, which form 
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when the bedstead is extended the center 
supports of the bottom, see Figs. 1 and 4. 
The two parts of the bottom are connected 
in the usual Way, the side pieces (b) hav 
ing cross bars (c) attached to them, said 
bars having thin metal strips (d) attached, 
the latter being parallel with the side pieces 
(b) as shown in Fig. 4. 
To the outer ends of the parts A, B, posts 

D are attached. These posts are connected 
by cross or tie-rods (e) (e') and the outer 
ends of the side pieces (b) (b) of the parts 
A, B, are fitted loosely on the lower cross or 
tie-rods (e'), so that the parts A, B, may 
be moved or turned upward in a vertical 
or nearly vertical position as shown in Fig. 
2, the legs C, C, being of course also ele 
vated, but remaining in a vertical position. 

When the two parts A, B, are extended it 
is essential that the posts D be retained in 
a vertical position. This is effected by 
means of buttons (f) which are pivoted to 
the outer surfaces of the side pieces (b) as 
shown at (g), and also by means of pins 
(f) attached to the outer ends of the side 
pieces (b) said pins being fitted in segment 
grooves in the inner side of the posts, see 
Fig. 5. The buttons fit in curved recesses 
(h) in the inner edges of the posts and re 
tain them in a vertical position. This will 
be understood by referring to Fig. 1. The 
buttons (f) are adjusted or operated by 
hand, being moved upward and turned out 
from the curved recesses (h) when the bed 
stead is to be folded. 
To the inner side of each side piece (b) 

two eyes (i) (i) are attached. These eyes 
form bearings for rods (i), the ends of 
which fit in said eyes, there being a rod (i) 
to each side piece. The rods (i) have bars 
(k) attached to them at right angles, and 
the outer ends of the bars are secured to 
rods (l) which are parallel with the rods 
(i). The rods (i) bars (k) and rods (l) 
form side rails guards or fenders to the 
bedstead, two being attached to each of the 
parts A, B, one at each side. The ends of 
the rods (i) are allowed to turn freely in 
their eyes or bearings (i) and consequently 
each side rail or guard may be turned over 
flatwise on the part A, or B, to which it is 
attached so as to allow the parts to be folded 
as compactly as usual. The side rails how 
ever are retained in a vertical position when 
the bedstead is extended by having a notch 
(m) cut in the outer end of each rod, said 
notches when the side pieces are elevated 
fitting over catches or projections (n) at 
tached to the upper parts of the posts D 
as shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4. The inner 
ends of the rods (l) are secured together 
when the side pieces or guards are raised in 
a vertical position by having a flat knob or 
turnplate (o) attached to the inner end of 
one of the rods (l) at each side of the bed 
stead, and having an oblong slot made 
through the ends of the adjoining rods, the 
plates (o) being passed through the slots 
and then turned in order to secure the two 
rods at each side of the bedstead together. 
By the above improvement the side rails 

are applied to the bedstead so as not to pre 
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vent its being folded less compactly than 
usual, and the posts D by means of the but 
tons (f) and the curved grooves and pins 
are secured firmly in a vertical position and 
the buttons may be adjusted with the great 
est facility. 
I do not claim broadly a bedstead con 

nected by joints so that when not in use the 
parts may be folded together, as such bed 
steads are well known and in quite common 
use; neither do I claim separately or in 
themselves considered the guards or fenders 
independent of the manner in which they 
are arranged or applied to the bedstead, 
but, 

18,565 

What I do claim as new and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is: 

1. Applying or attaching the guides or 
fenders to the bedstead substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. I further claim attaching the buttons 
(f) to the side pieces (b) and also attaching 
the pins or stops (f) to the side pieces (b) 
in connection with the grooves (f') in the 
inner sides of the posts D for the purpose 
specified. 

HENRY F. WANDENHOWE. 
Witnesses: 

W. TusCH, 
I. W. COOMBS. 
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