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This invention relates to baby tending devices in gen-
c_eral, and more particularly to a multi-purpose baby tend-
ing device of continuing usefulness during the early grow-
ing years of young children.

It is a common and perplexing problem to parents of
newborn infants that certain things are essential to baby’s
l')estvwelfare but that such items are rather expensive
in view of the terribly short time-that they are used.
Such items include the cradle or bassinet which is ex-
tremely serviceable in that the baby can be easily car-
ried from one room to the next and need not be left in
the big crib at the far end of the house. Likewise, the
dressing top of a baby bath device is most serviceable.
The toddler’s seat and tray chair are also a would-be-
must for baby. _ )

The realization that such items are serviceable for such
a short time usually means that bassinets are passed
from one family to the next, the nearest waist high sur-
face suffices for dressing baby, and the high chair, since
it is used longest, is brought into service as soon as
possible. v :

‘What the young family needs is a baby tending device
which can “grow” with the baby. That is, a structure
which can be modified to suit several different purposes
and to thereby be serviceable for several of baby’s grow-
ing years. Such a device not only answers the financial
problems of parents but also serves to subdue the emo-
tional problems of the very young in giving up what they
are accustomed to and adapting themselves to new and
different things.

Tt is an object of this invention to disclose a multipur-
pose baby tending device which is so devised and con-
structed that it can be modified to literally “grow” with
a child. :

It is an object of this invention to disclose a bady tend-
ing frame receptive of several different baby tending ac-
cessories. The. baby tender frame is constructed so that
once erected it may serve mumerous different purposes
without any disassembly and extensive revision or modifi-
cation. -

1t is an object of this invention to disclose a baby tend-
ing device which will: serve as a bassinet, a dressing table
for.baby, a rockable cradle, a baby chair, a tray chair,
and a youth chair all successively as required by the
growing child. - '
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1t is also an object of this invention to disclose a baby

tending device of . the .character thus far déscribed and
which is wholly collapsible for ready transportation. . The
device hereinafter disclosed folds to a depth of two inches
and is of extremely light weight. P

. It is also an object of this invention to disclose 2 baby
tending device which is exceptionally durable in construc-
tion for assured long serviceable life while remaining of
lightweight construction. )

Another object of this invention is to disclose a baby
tending frame which is receptive. of different child care
accessories and yet requires no awkward or bulky parts
to be stored in the jnterim between its different uses.

Still another object of this invention is to disclose a
baby tending device making use of washable childcare
accessories. This is particularly important with the very
young that are being trained and continuously spill things
and have accidents.

A further object of this invention is to disclose a baby
tending device which is collapsible, with its accessories,
into a compact package for ease of packaging, shipment
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s wardly disposed and crossed supporting legs 16.
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and storage, as regards to both the retail distribution and
the ultimate purchaser.

A still further object of this invention is to disclose a
multipurpose baby tending device which is simple in con-
struction and assembly, makes use of readily available
and relatively inexpensive material, and may be made
by commonly known methods to reduce manufacturing
costs, thus reducing the ultimate cost to purchasers and
making the device available to more needy parents.

These and numerous other objects and advantages at-
tainable in the practice of this invention will be better
understood and appreciated upon 2 reading of the fol-
lowing specification, in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings.

In the drawings: :

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the baby tender
of this invention as modified to serve as a bassinet or
cradle. : : :

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the baby tender
of this invention as modified to serve as a baby’s dressing
table or the like.

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the baby tender
of this invention as modified to serve as a baby’s chair
or sling.

FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the proposed baby
tender as modified to serve as a tray chair, and as seen
from the backside thereof.

FIGURE 5 is a top plan view of parts of the baby
tending device shown by FIGURE 4, as partially col-
lapsed and without the seat and tray forming cover
thereon.

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the disclosed de-
vice as adapted to serve as a youth chair, or sling.

FIGURE 7 is a side plan view of the tray chair adap-
tation of the disclosed device.

FIGURE 8 is a top plan view of the frame structure
of the disclosed device, as collapsed.

FIGURE 9 is a reduced side plan view of the youth
chair adaptation of the disclosed device to show a certain
special feature thereof.

Referring to the drawings in further detail, the baby
tending device 10 is shown by FIGURE 1 as inclusive of
a frame structure 12. The frame structure is formed
from lightweight tubular and sheet metal aluminum, OF
like material.” It includes a base 14 and pairs of up-

The base 14 is provided by a rectangular piece of
aluminum, or like material, which forms a foot pan 18.
The edges of the foot pan member 18 have flat narrow
reinforcing straps 20, of aluminum or the like, secured
thereto ‘as by rivets or SCIew fasteners 22.  The rein-
forcing straps 20 have their ends extended beyond the
ends of the foot pan 18 to provide leg retentive brackets
24. The brackets 24 at one end of the foot pan 18 are
bent back upon themselves to form closed loops and have
their -ends secured to themselves as by fasteners 26. The
other brackets, identified as 24’ are bent back on them-
selves but are left open. As will be shown, the strap
brackets 24 and 24’ form journal bearings and pivot axes
for the supporting legs 16.

The supporting legs 16 are formed as parallel spaced
leg members 28 with an interconnecting part 30 there-
between. The interconnecting leg part 39 is preferably
provided between the ends of the legs 28 and is received
in the foot pan brackets 24 and 24’. Accordingly, ‘the
legs 28 of each set of supporting legs 16 are pivoted to-
gether up over the sides of the foot pan 18. One of the
supporting leg: sets 16 is in fixed though freely pivotal
engagement with the base 14, within the closed brackets
24. The other leg set 16 is removably engaged and piv-
otal within the brackets 24, -

The leg members 28 extend in crossing relation over
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each side of the base 14 and have therr ends pivotally
engaged to a closed frame member 32. The frame
member 32 is of tubular construction and is rectangular
in shape with parallel spaced sides 34 and rounded ends
36. The ends of the legs 28 are’ secured to the frame
sides 34 by pivot pin connections 38,

The legs 28 of one of the leg sets 16 is formed to
extend within the legs of the other set and to enable 2
.t?iflfti‘ng of the closed frame member 32 in one direction.
The legs 28 of the inner and outer leg sets 16 are bowed
inwardly near their lower ends, as at 49 and 42 respec-
tively. This forms an interference shoulder between the
intersecting legs on each side which prevents the frame
32 from being tilted in the opposite direction,
intetference shoulders on the legs 28 is best identified as
at the location of the locking pin receiving holes 44 and
46 by means of which the legs can be secured together at
such retained position when and if desired. To further
facilitate the tilting of the closed frame 32 in the one
diréction, the oufer legs 28 are also bowed outwardly
near their upper ends as at 48. The limit of tilting
movement of the closed frame 32 is determined by en-
gagement of the closed frame with the inwardly bowed
portions 40 of the inner legs 28. :

The frame construction thus far described is best
shown by FIGURE 8, though it is there illustrated in
its collapsed condition.,

It will be appreciated that upon disengagement of the
interconnecting leg part 30 of the one leg set 16 from
the open brackets 24’, the whole frame assembly is col-
lapsible. The inwardly bowed sections 40 of inwardly
disposed legs 28 and the outwardly bowed parfs 48 of
the outer legs enable the frame unit to be collapsed into
a very compact unit, Further, the brackets 24’ may be
frictionally engaged within the inwardly bowed parts 40
of the inner legs 28, to hold the foot pan 18 thereto, and
the connecting part 30 of the extended leg set 16 may be
used as a handle to carry the folded unit,

In FIGURE 1 an accessory unit 50 is shown as used
with the frame structure 12.  Such accessory 50 is a
bassinet or cradle within which a small child may be
placed. It is formed of a pliable cloth material such as
any of the canvases, denim, fabric-backed plastic leather
or the like. The bassinet 5 includes a bottom 52 to
feceive a small plastic covered mattress. Tt includes side
and end walls 54 and 56 which have flaps 58 that are
folded over the sides and ends 34 and 36 of the accessory
receptive frame part 33, Snap fasteners 59 serve to hold
the flaps engaged to their respective side and end walls
and the basket form disposed within the accessory frame
32.

- The bottom of the cradie or bassinet accessory 50 is
sufficiently below the crossing of the support arms 28,
and weight is sufficiently distributed, to maintain the baby
tending device as shown by FIGURE 1. The device may
be rocked gently if desired or may be locked in the
position shown, by a pin received through the aligned
Iocking holes 44 and 46 in the crossed legs 28.
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_‘Another accessory item for use with the disclosed baby .

tender device is the dressing table top 60 shown by
FIGURE 2. The frame 12 is arranged to dispose the
accessory receptive frame part 32 in a horizontal disposi-
tion. Then a surface forming member 62, of light weight
canvas or like material, is Jaced to the frame by a lacing
cord 64 wound in and out through eyelet holes 66 pro-
vided about the edges thereof. A crotch strap 68 is sewed
to the surface member and a Strap 69 is laced through
such member and engaged to the sides of the accessory
receptive frame-32 to hold a child in place thereon. The
frame legs 28 are usually held in their shoulder engag-
ing positions by a pin received through the locking holes
44 &nd 4s. However, such a pin may be removed to
gently rock the baby, if desired.” The crotch member 68
is naturally arranged to safeguard the child should the
titable end of the frame 32 be inadvertently  lowered.
+ Another accessory iterh 76 is shown as used with the
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baby tender, by FIGURE 3. This accessory item is a youth
seat or sling formed of a canvas or similar material and
formed to provide a seat depression 72 near one end
thereof. The sling 70 includes eyelet holes 74 about its
edge which enable a lacing 76 to secure it to the acces-
Sory receptive frame part 32. The seat depression 72
is intended to be disposed toward the tiltable end of the
rame structure, so that the weight of a baby will cause
the structure fo assume the disposition shown.

The sling 79 is for very young children, unable to sit
up by themselves, and therefore includes a crotch strap
78 and safety belt 79 similar to that described for the
dressing table accessory 60. The baby is preferably
seated largely within the seat portion 72 of the sling
as is shown but sufficiently near the tiltable end of the
frame to assure maintaining the disclosed disposition. At
the same time, the structure may be gently rocked to
soothe a crying child. There need be no concern for a
Teverse tilting action since the shouldered parts of arms
28 prevent other than the horizontal position previously
described. k

Still ‘another accesory item is the tray chair 80 shown
by FIGURES 4 and 7. This accessory item includes a
chair frame 82 having a seat back frame 84 pivotally
engaged thereto, as best shown by FIGURE 5.

The chair frame 82 is'a U-shaped frame having a
crossbar 86 provided near its closed end and with the
seat back frame 84 pivotally engaged, as at 88, near its
open end. The terminal ends of the chair frame 82 are
bent up as at 99, to form stops which hold the seat back
frame 84 at an inclined angle when erected.

A seat and tray forming cover 92, again of a light-
weight canvas or like material, is provided to enclose
the chair and back forming frame parts 82 and 84, The
cover member 92 includes snap fastener flaps 94 to hold
the tray form, and like flaps to engage the lower ends
of the seat back frame 84 o the sides of the seat portion
96 that is provided. Such arrangement provides a seat
and tray forming cover that ‘can be readily removed,
washed, and replaced whenever desired.

The seat or tray providing frame part 82 is secured
to the accessory receptive frame part 32 by spring fas-
teners 98 engageable between the pivot connections 38
of the frame legs 28 and Iike connections 88 and 88’
provided thereon. The connections 88" are those se-
curing the crossbar 86 in place. Such a mounting as-
sures a bouncing or jumper character, so familiar with
this type of a baby tending device. The spring fasteners
are readily engaged and disengaged, as desired,

With the tray chair accessory 80, it will be noted that
the accessory item may face either end of the accessory
receptive frame part 32. It will also be noted that the
seat portion 96 is disposed well past the crossed parts
of the support legs (as shown by FIGURE 7), so that
the child’s. weight serves to prevent any tilting of the
frame structure, Obviously, it is preferable with this
accessory that the legs 28 be engaged together by pin
means through the locking holes 44 and 46,

A still further accessory. item for use with the dis-
closed frame structure is the youth chair or sling 100
shown by FIGURE 6. This sling 100 is similar to the
one shown by FIGURE 3 except that it is for older chil-
dren. It is formed of a canvas-like material, or what-
éver proves most suitable, and includes a seat portion
102 which is deep enough for the child aged two through
five. Like the other sling. 70, it includes eyelets 104
about its edge and is held by lacing 106 to the accessory
receptive frame part 32,

The youth sling 100 concentrates . the child’s weight
toward the tiltable end of the frame part 32 and enables
it to serve as a stationary or a rocking chair, as desired.
The supporting legs 28 are so formed that a gap is pro-
vided therebetween and near the chair or sling part, as
at 108, to prevent any pinching of fingers. This is best
emphasized by FIGURE 9, Some of the other views
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uses of this device do not illustrate this
undue confusion.

of the different
as clearly since it would cause

From the foregoing description, it will be appreciated
that the purchaser of this device, including the frame
structure 12 and the accessory items 59, 69, 70, 80 and
109, has five different baby tending devices available.
Any one of these items can be made available within a
few minutes, so that complete and absolute versatility
is available. The frame structure is readily erected and
collapsed. The accessory items are easily folded up and
stored. Even the tray chair item 8¢ folds to a compact
assembly, as shown by FIGURE 5.

No changes are required to be
structure 12. Once the connecting part 3¢ of the inner
set of legs 28 is engaged within the brackets 24’ it is
erected and ready for use. The accessory receptive frame
part 32 is freely tiltable, but in only one direction, as
long as the legs 28 are not locked together. By the use
of lackings or snap fastener connections numerous dif-
ferent baby tending accessories are adaptable for use
with and form a part of the disclosed device.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A convertible multipurpose baby tender for taking
care of a variety of different baby- needs; comprising a
frame structure including an endless anmular border
frame having elongated, laterally spaced parallel sides,
a support for said frame including a pair of legs for
each side of said frame, the legs of each pair being piv-
oted at their upper ends to the corresponding side of
said frame at longitudinally spaced points and extending
downwardly therefrom in crossing relation, the legs of
one pair being respectively laterally opposed to the legs

“of the other pair to provide sets of opposed legs, a trans-
verse bar connecting the lower ends of the opposed legs
of each set, means pivotally supporting said bars in
predetermined spaced relation to each other permitting
pivotal movement of said legs and hence angular move-
ment of said border frame, said pivotal supporting means
comprising an ¢longated member extending from one of
said transverse bars to the other, said elongated member
having return-bent ends pivotally receiving said . bars,
one of said return-bent ends defining an open Iecess
to permit removal of the corresponding tramsverse bar
and collapse of said support, one leg of each pair of legs
having an integral transversely offset portion formed to
interfere with and engage said frame in the inclined posi-
tion thereof to positively prevent angular movement of
said frame beyond said inclined position, both legs of
each pair having integral transversely . offset portions
formed to interfere with and engage one another in the
borizontal position of said frame to prevent angular
movement of said frame beyond said horizontal position,
and a replaceable baby receiving unit within and re-
movably carried by said border: frame.

2. A baby tender comprising frame structure including
an endless annular border frame having elongated later-
ally spaced parallel sides, a support for holding said
border frame in horizontal position including a pair of
legs for each side of said border frame, means pivotally
connecting the upper ends of the legs of each pair to
the corresponding side of said border frame at longitudi-
nally spaced points, said legs of each pair extending
downwardly from said border frame in crossing relation

made to the frame
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for engagement with a supporting surface, a baby chair
unit carried by said border frame, said baby chair unit
including a U-shaped chair frame within said border
frame, springs resiliently supporting said U-shaped chair
frame from said border frame so that it occupies a plane
parallel to that of said border frame and so that the
arms of said said U-shaped chair frame are parallel to
said sides of said border frame, a seat of flexible material
chair back between and
pivoted to the arms of said U-shaped chair frame near
the ends of said arms for swinging movement from a col-
lapsed position in the plane of said chair frame to an
upright position of use, said arms having integral offset
end portions providing limit stops engageable with said
chair back to determine its upright position.

3. The baby tender defined in claim 2 wherein the
point of crossing of the legs of one pair is transversely
aligned with the point of crossing of the legs of the other
pair, said seat is disposed to one side of the aligned points
of crossing so that the weight of a baby occupying said
seat tends to tilt said border frame in one direction from
the horizontal, and said legs of each pair have integral
offset portions at said one side of said aligned points of
crossing interfering with and engaging one another to
positively prevent said border frame from tilting in said
one direction.

4. A convertible multipurpose baby tender for taking
care of a variety of different baby needs; comprising a
frame structure including an endless annular border frame
having elongated, laterally spaced parallel sides, a sup-
port for said frame including a pair of legs for each side
of said frame, the legs of each pair being pivoted at their
upper ends to the corresponding side of said frame at
longitudinally spaced points and extending downwardly
therefrom in crossing relation, means pivotally support-
ing the lower ends of the legs of each pair in predeter-
mined spaced relation to each other permitting pivotal
movement of said legs and hence angular movement of
said border frame between a horizontal position and an
inclined position, one leg of each pair of legs having an
integral transversely offset portion formed to interfere
with an engage said frame in said inclined position there-
of to positively prevent angular movement of said frame
beyond said inclined position, the legs of each pair having
integral transversely offset portions formed to interfere
with and engage one ancther in said horizontal position
of said frame to prevent angular movement of said frame
beyond said horizontal position, and a replaceable baby
receiving unit removably carried by said frame.
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