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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE WOLL, of Cin 

cinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio, have invent 
ed a new and useful Improvement in Face 

5 Plates for Locks, of which the following is a 
specification. 
The invention is designed to enable thos 

mortise-locks such as are used in folding doors 
to be applicable at will to either a right or a 

to left hand door, thus obviating the great ex 
pense now incurred in making every such lock 
for use on either a right-hand or a left-hand 
door exclusively. This purpose I accomplish 
by the construction of a detachable and re 
versible face-plate, substantially as hereinafter 
fully explained. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1 
and 2 are perspective views showing my lock 
adapted to a right-hand and to a left-hand 

2C door, respectively. Figs. 3 and 4 are top 
views of the same. Fig. 5 is a rear view of a 
reversible face-plate, illustrating my inven 
tion. Fig. 6 is a face view of the keeper. 
A and B may represent the meeting por 

25 tions of two folding doors having the custom 
ary beveled surfaces a b and rabbets a b'. 
C is a beveled and rabbeted keeper attached 

in the usual mariner to the beveled rabbeted 
edge of one of the doors A, the beveled sur 

3o face of the keeper being shown at c. 
D may representa mortise-lock. 
E represents a spring-latch thereof, which 

is, for use with my improvement, made capa 
ble of reversal in any one of the familiar ways 

35 of reversing lock-latches. 
F represents the lock-bolt, whose head f is 

identical in cross-section with the cross-section 
of the head e of spring-latch E, and whose lo 
cation is as much below the median line of 

4o the lock as that of the spring-latch is above it. 
The face-plate G has the customary bevelg 

and rabbetg, and two precisely-similar open 
ings, g'g'', for the heads e and f of the latch 
and bolt, respectively, said openings being lo 

45 cated in such positions relatively to the other 
parts of the plate that, no matter which edge 
of the plate is placed uppermost, one of them 
will register with the head of the latch and the 
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other with the head of the bolt. By this 
means the face-plate is made reversible. The so 
l'abbets of the face-plate and keeper are of 
course complementary to each other, and the 
openings in both correspond. 
The various beveled surfaces are in prac 

tice, and likewise in the accompanying draw. 55 ings, so slight as to be scarcely perceptible at 
first glance; but on careful examination they 
Will be found to be fully illustrated. 

Projecting rearwardly from the face-plate 
G are two lugs, H H', whose perforations h h' 6o 
receive the screws J J', by which the said 
face-plate is secured to the lock-case either for 
a right-hand or a left-hand arrangement at 
Will of the user. The two halves of the said 
face-plate from its mid-length outward being 65 
identical in every respect, including the ori. 
fices for the latch and bolt heads, respective 
ly, which latter have, as already mentioned, 
all identical cross-section, it becomes possi. 
ble, after detaching the face-plate, to apply it 7O 
in the inverted position shown in the figures. 
The latch E, having previously to such reat 
tachment of the face-plate, been reversed in the 
usual Way of reversible locks and made to oc 
cupy the orifice in the keeper previously oc- 75 
cupied by the bolt, and vice versa, the lock 
is converted from a right-hand to a left-hand 
One or fron a left-hand to a right-hand one 
as the case may be. 
My invention is manifestly applicable to any so 

customary form of beveled face-plate of mor 
tise-locks, whether rabbeted or otherwise. 

I claim as new and of my invention 
The combination, with a reversible keeper having openings corresponding to those of the 85 

face - plate and a rabbet complementary to 
that of Said plate, of the mortise door lock 
having the lock-bolt, the reversible latch, and 
the reversible rabbeled face-plate, as set forth. 
In testimony of which invention I hereunto go 

Set my hand. 
GEORGE WOLL. 

Attest: 
CHAS E. PRIOR, 
GEO. H. KNIGHT. 


