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This invention relates to anti-splash shields for paint 
pans used in connection with paintrollers. 

In the use of paint rollers for applying paint to a 
wall surface or the like, it is customary to supply a 
paint roller journalled at the end of a handle and so 
arranged that by means of the handle the roller may be 
rolled in a shallow paint-containing pan to absorb paint, 
which is then applied to the desired surface by the roller. 
As the roller is rolled in the pan to absorb paint, it is 
not unusual for the roller to set the liquid paint in the 
pan into motion such that the paint ahead of the roller 
splashes out of the pan as the roller approaches the 
end of the pan. It is one of the objects of the present 
invention to provide an anti-splash shield for use on the 
pan which will prevent outward splashing of the paint 
from the pan as the roller is rolled in the pan. It is a 
further object of the present invention to provide such 
a shield which is so arranged that it may be moved on 
the pan surface from one position where it serves to 
prevent splashing of the paint during use of the roller 
to an alternate position when the pan is not in use for 
painting purposes but is used as a place for the storage 
of the roller. In this alternate position the shield serves 
to hold the paint roller in the pan, thus keeping the two 
in assembly. This is important during the merchandising 
of the paint roller and pan assembly and is also import 
tant during the storage of the unit between uses thereof. 
The attainment of the above and further objects of 

the present invention will be apparent from the following 
specification taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing forming a part thereof. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a paint roller and paint 

pan assembly embodying the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken along the line 2-2 

of Fig. 1, the roller being shown in elevation; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 

line 3-3 of Fig. 1; and 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view of Fig. 1, illustrating the 

anti-splash use of the shield of the present invention. 
Reference may now be had to the drawing wherein 

like reference numerals designate like parts throughout. 
At 1 there is shown a conventional paint applying 

roller located within a paint pan 2 as it would appear 
during merchandising of the product or during storage 
of the product. The paint applying roller may be any 
conventional structure, for instance, as shown in United 
States Patents Nos. 2,545,700 or 2,411,842, and may com 
prise a paint applying cylinder 4 having an outer surface 
of pile fabric, wool, or the like, or sponge or foam rub 
ber overlaid by a fabric sleeve. The cylinder 4 is jour 
nalled on a rod 5 that terminates in a handle 6. 
The pan 2 is an open top pan which may be made of 

sheet metal and includes a bottom 0 having tapered 
longitudinal side walls 11 and 12, a narrow front wall 
13 and a wider rear wall 14, all of which may comprise 
one sheet of metal. Around the top of the side walls and 
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front and rear walls the metal is bent to form a curl 6 
which projects outwardly as an outwardly extending flange 
and serves not only to stiffen the pan but also as a track 
for the anti-splash shield which is to be more fully de 
scribed as this specification proceeds. The pan is pro 
vided with a pair of legs 18-8 so arranged that they 
may be attached to a part of a conventional stop ladder 
for holding the pan with the top thereof almost horizon 
tal so that the paint therein tends to accumulate toward 
the rear wall 14 where the paint is at its maximum depth. 
The pan thus far described is a conventional pan for 

paint rollers. An anti-splash shield or retaining band is 
indicated at 22. This shield comprises a piece of sheet 
material such as, for instance, sheet metal, which extends 
across the top of the pan and rests on and rides along the 
flanges 16-16 at the top of the side walls 11 and 12. The 
shield 22 has a fold 23 along each side thereof which 
folds closely embrace and underlie the flanges 16-16 
of the side walls 11-12. The shield may be slid lon 
gitudinally along the top of the pan, even to a position 
off of the pan, by a continuous movement past the front 
or rear walls 13 or 14 of the pan. There is spring pres 
sure between the curl 6 and fold 23 so that the shield 
is held in place by friction. So long as the portions 23 
of the shield underlie the flanges 16-16 the shield can 
not be lifted bodily upwardly from the pan. 
For merchandising of the product the paint roller as 

sembly is placed in the pan, and the shield is placed there 
over in a position somewhat as illustrated in the drawing. 
When in this position it effectively prevents removal of 
the roller from the pan. Any attempt to raise the handle 
6 above the top of the front wall 13 is unsuccessful be 
cause the handle 6 or the rod 5 will abut against the 
shield. Likewise, any attempt to raise the roller above 
the rear wall 14 will be unsuccessful because the portion 
5 will abut against the shield before the roller clears the 
top of the rear wall 14. Thus, the shield tends to hold 
the roller in assembly during merchandising of the as 
sembly while exposing the roller and the handle thereof 
to the view of a prospective purchaser. When it is 
desired to use the unit for painting purposes, it is merely 
necessary to slide the shield rearwardly to the position 
illustrated in Fig. 4, at which time the roller may be 
removed from the pan, the necessary amount of paint 
may be placed in the pan, and then by gripping the handle 
6 of the roller it is possible to roll the roller 4 in the 
pan to the very rear of the pan. Any movement of the 
paint in advance of the roller as the roller is being pushed 
toward the rear of the pan will not result in splashing 
of the paint, since the shield acts as a cover for the paint pan or trough. 

In compliance with the requirements of the patent 
statutes I have here shown and described a preferred em 
bodiment of my invention. It is, however, to be under 
stood that the invention is not limited to the precise con 
struction here shown, the same being merely illustrative 
of the principles of the invention. What I consider new 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. In combination, a paint-receiving tray having end 
retaining walls and side retaining walls, a dip-type paint 
roller assembly in the tray and including a paint roller 
between said side walls and adjacent to one end wall of 
the tray and having a relatively long handle extending 
from said roller to adjacent to the opposite end wall of 
the tray, a retaining band on the tray adjacent to and 
overlying said roller assembly, said band being narrow 
relative to the length of the roller handle and spaced 
from said one end wall, said band having a portion which 
is in the path of movement of the paint roller handle 
out of the tray from the handle containing end of the 
tray to prevent removal of the same from the tray, said 
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band portion also being in the path of movement of the 
paint roller assembly out of the tray from the paint roller 
containing end of the tray to prevent removal of same 
from the latter tray end, and said band being movable 
into a position at one end of the tray where the band 
acts as an anti-splash shield, the distance between said 
band when in said tray end covering position being suffi 
cient to bring the band out of the path of movement 
of the roller handle when the same is being moved out 
of the tray and also sufficient to permit the roller to be 
rolled into said tray end beneath the band. 

2. In combination, a paint-receiving tray having end 
retaining walls and side retaining walls, a dip-type paint 
roller assembly in the tray and including a paint roller 
extending between and contiguous to said side walls and 
adjacent to one end wall of the tray and having a rela 
tively long handle extending from said roller to adjacent 
to the opposite end wall of the tray, and a retaining band 
extending between said side walls and including means 
holding the band in position on said tray, said band being 
narrow relative to the length of the roller handle and 
spaced from said one end wall an amount to expose the 
roller, said band having a portion contiguous to the han 
dle and which is in the path of movement of the paint 
roller handle out of the tray from the handle containing 
end of the tray to prevent removal of the same from 
the tray, said band portion also being in the path of move 
ment of the paint roller handle out of the tray from the 
paint roller containing end of the tray to prevent re 
moval of same from the latter tray end, and said band 
being movable into a position at one end of the tray 
where the band acts as an anti-splash shield, the dis 
tance between said band when in said tray end cover 
ing position being sufficient to bring the band out of the 
path of movement of the roller handle when the same 
is being moved out of the tray and also sufficient to 
permit the roller to be rolled into said tray end beneath 
the band. 

3. In combination, a paint-receiving tray having end 
retaining walls and side retaining walls, a dip-type paint 
roller assembly in the tray and including a rotatable paint 
roller extending between said side walls adjacent one end 
wall of the tray and a relatively long handle extending 
from said roller toward the opposite end of the tray, a 
retaining band extending between said side walls and 
spaced from said one tray end wall, said band having a 
portion above said handle which portion is in all pos 
sible paths of movement of the paint roller handle out 
of the tray from said opposite tray end to prevent re 
moval of same from the tray, and also being in all pos 
sible paths of movement of the paint roller assembly 
out of the tray from the paint roller containing end of 
the tray to prevent removal of same from the tray, said 
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4. 
band being movable into a position at one end of the 
tray where the band acts as an anti-splash shield, and the 
distance between said band when in said tray end cover 
ing position being sufficient to bring the band out of the 
path of movement of the roller handle when the same is 
being moved out of the tray and also sufficient to permit 
the roller to be rolled into said latter tray end beneath 
the band. 

4. In combination, a paint-receiving tray containing 
a dip-type roller assembly having a paint roller and a han 
dile, said tray having means for retaining the paint roller 
assembly in the tray comprising a relatively narrow mem 
ber mounted across the sides of the tray and spaced from 
the tray bottom and from the tray ends an amount which 
prevents removal of the paint roller assembly from the 
tray, said member being movable to one end of the tray 
where it engages the tray end and side walls to provide 
an anti-Splash cover for said one tray end, the distance 
between the bottom of the member and the bottom of 
the tray when said member is in said tray end covering 
position being sufficient to permit the roller to be role. 
into and out of the covered end beneath the member, and 
the member and tray having cooperating means for re 
taining the member in either of said two positions. 

5. In combination, a paint-receiving tray having lon 
gitudinal side walls and an end wall, the depth of the tray 
gradually and progressively increasing lengthwise of the 
tray toward said end wall, a dip-type paint roller assem 
bly in said tray which roller assembly includes a rotatably 
mounted, cylindrical paint-absorbent roller adjacent to 
said end wall, the axis of rotation thereof extending across 
the tray side walls, and a handle extending lengthwise 
of the tray, and means retaining the paint roller assembly 
in the tray comprising a plate extending between the tray 
side walls and spaced from both ends of the tray and 
having depending walls which straddle and siidably mount 
the plate on the side walls of the tray, the plate being 
retained in any adjusted position thereof by frictional 
engagement between the depending plate walls and the 
tray side Walls, and the plate being slidable into a position 
where it is in contact with the tray end wall and closes 
off the deep end of the tray to form an anti-splash shield, 
and said plate in said latter position being spaced from 
the tray bottom to provide clearance for the passage of 
the paint roller into and out of the deep end of the tray. 
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