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My invention relates to an improved dispensing 
and display carton, and the blan for forning it. 
The embodiment illustrated is particularly adapt 
ed for packaging soda straws, but the invention 

5 is equally valuable for use with many other 
articles. 

Heretofore soda straws have generally been dis 
pensed at fountains and elsewhere by first remov 
ing them from the carton in which they are 

20 packed and then placing them in a metal or glass 
dispenser on the counter, table or fountain, from 
which the customers help themselves. This way 
of dispensing straws is not entirely satisfactory 
because the straws must be handled to place them 

5 in the dispensers, and the cost of the dispensers 
is a considerable expense to the merchant, 
My improved carton overcomes these objections 

because it not only provides a container for the 
straws but also serves as a dispenser so that the 

20 straws are not touched until the customer takes 
one for his drink. ... My carton is designed and 
finished so that it is ornamental as well as useful 
On the fountain or table. 

In the accompanying drawing, I have illus 
5 trated one form that my invention may take, 

wherein: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved 

carton as it reaches the merchant filled with 
straws. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the top of the iox 
showing how the straws may be renoved. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the top end of the carton 
with the top cover removed. 

Fig. 4 is the blank from which the carton is 
formed. 

Referring first to Fig. 4, the blank is cut and 
scored to form front, rear and side panels 5, 6, , 
8. The front panel is ornamented by a window 
of fanciful design formed by cut out portions 9, 
f0, and a transparent covering made from 
Cellophane or like material which preferably is 

35, 

40 
glued inside the carton over both openings 9, 0. 
At the top, the front panel is cut away at 2 to 
provide a dispensing opening and at the bottom 
has a locking flap f3 carrying a locking tongue 
4. The rear panel 6 has a glue flap 5 along one 
edge and at its lower edge has a locking flap 6 
with slots that cooperate with the tongue f4 
on the flap 3 to close the bottom of the carton, 

50 The top panel or lid 8 is connected along a score 
line 9 to the top of the rear panel 6 and at its 
free end has a tucking flap or tuck 20. A remov 
able portion 2 is defined by a perforated or cut 
score line 22 preferably partly on the tuck 20 and 
partly on the top 8. The removable portion 2 

45 

(C. 229-E) 
is here shown as circular but it lay toe of any 
desired shape and may be formed wholly on the 
top 8 in some instances. 
At their lower ends, the side panels , 8 have 

end flaps 23, 24 which are folded in under the 65 
locking flaps 6, to close the bottom of the 
carton. At the top are inner or locking flaps 25, 
26 which are secured together under the top 8, 
as by the Cooperating tongue 2 and slit 28. The 
flaps 25, 26 are cut away or have cut-outs at 29, 20 
3 along lines corresponding to the removable 
portion 2 in the top, the edges 3, 32 of the cut 
away portions meeting the edges of the cut-out 2 
in the front panel and forming a continuation 
thereof when the blank is formed into the carton. 
The Window 9, 6 may be of any design and of 
couise is not limited to the front panel but may 
be provided in any or all of the four sides of the 
carton but is most effective in displaying the 
straws when it is in alinement with the dispens- 2) 
ing opening 2, as shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 1 shows the carton formed from the blank 
of Fig. 4 and filled with straws 33 which are visi 
ble through the window . The tuck 20 lies 
within the front side of the carton and it may be 25 
glued thereto in some cases but usually is only 
tucked in so that the entire top of the carton can 
be opened if desired, altho the carton is intended 
to be opened as shown in Fig. 2. The section 2 
is torn out along the readily fracturable line 22 80 
which provides a dispensing opening in the top 8 
and tuck 20 that registers with the edges of the 
cut-outs f2, 29, 30 in the front 5 and flaps 25, 26. 
The carton is then placed on the counter or table 
and the customers withdraw the straws 33, one at 35 
a time, through the Opening as they are needed. 
The carton not only makes an attractive display 
but also avoids handling of the straws except as 
they are used by the customers. 
The vertical sides or panels 5, 6, 7, 8 and the 40 

completed carton are much greater in height than 
in width and this is necessarily so, otherwise the 
straws would fall over whenever the carton was 
partly empty so that they could not be reached 
through the dispensing opening. In other words, 45 
the lateral dimensions of the carton must be Small 
enough in relation to the height, that the straws 
wili stand vertically or substantially so until the 
last one is withdrawn. . . While I have shown my carton as adapted for 50 
dispensing soda straws, it is equally useful with 
many kinds of merchandise Such as cigarettes. 
matches, and other articles desired to be used or 
dispensed one at a time. 

Having thus described one form that my inven- 55 
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having a tucking flap at one edge, there being a 

45 

2 

tion may take, I claim all modifications and 
equivalents thereof that may come within the 
following claims. 

claim: 
1. A carton having a front wall with a cut 

away portion at its upper edge, a rear wall hav- ' 
ing a top hinged thereto along one edge, the op 
posite edge of said top having a tuck lying within 
said front wall, there being a potential dispensing 
opening defined by a fracturable line partly on 
said top and partly on said tuck, the part on said 
tuck conforming with the cut-away portion on 
said front Wall. 

2. A carton having front, rear and side walls, 
the front wall having a cut-away portion at its 
upper edge, locking flaps hinged to the tops of 
said sides and interlocking at the top of the 
Carton, said flaps having cut-away portions join 
ing the cut-away portion in said front wall and 
forming a continuation thereof, a top hinged at 
one side to the top of the rear Wall and at its 
opposite side having a tuck lying within said 
front Wall, there being a dispensing Opening in 
said top and tuck overlying the cut-away por 
tions of said front wall and locking flaps. 

3. A carton having four side walls, the front 
wall having a cut-away portion at its upper 
edge, the rear wall having a top hinged thereto 
at one edge and at its opposite edge having a 
tuck lying within the front wall, said top and 
tuck having a dispensing opening formed therein, 
that part of the opening in the tuck correspond 
ing in contour to the cut-away portion in the 
front wall, at least one of said four walls having 
a display window. 

4. A carton blank having formed thereon from 
end to end a side, a front, a second side and a 
rear panel and a glue flap, bottom closing flaps 
attached at the lower edges of said panels, a top 
panel connected to the top of the rear panel and 
potential dispensing opening formed by a weak 
ened line in said top panel and tucking flap, each 
side panel having a locking flap at its upper edge 
with a cut-out portion corresponding in contour to 
a part of the potential dispensing opening in said 
top panel, said front panel having a cut-out por 
tion in its upper edge corresponding in contour to 
the potential dispensing opening in said tucking 
flap. 

5. A carton blank having formed thereon from 
end to end a side panel, a front panel, a second 
side panel, and a rear panel and a glue flap, 
bottom closing flaps attached at the lower edges 
of said panels, locking means for two of said 
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flaps, a top panel connected to the top of the 
rear panel and having a tucking flap at . One 
edge, there being a potential dispensing opening 
formed by a weakened line in said top panel and 
tucking flap, each side panel having a locking 
flap at its upper edge with a cut-out portion cor 
responding in contour to the potential dispens 
ing opening in said top panel, said front panel 
having a cut-out portion in its upper edge corre 
sponding in contour to the potential dispensing 
opening in said tucking flap, one of Said panels 
having a display window intermediate its ends. 

6. A carton having front, rear and side walls, 
the front wall having a cut-away portion at its 
upper edge, locking flaps hinged to the tops of 
said sides and interlocking at the top of the 
carton, said flaps having cut-away portions join 
ing the cut-away portion in said front wall and 
forming a continuation thereof, a top hinged at 
one side to the top of the rear wall and at its 
opposite side having a tuck lying within said 
front wall, there being a potential dispensing 
opening in said top and tuck defined by a weak 
ened line overlying the cut-away portions of said 
front wall and locking flaps. 

7. A carton having front, rear and side walls, 
a top hinged at one edge to the rear wall and at 
its opposite edge having a tuck lying within the 
said front wall, there being a removal Section 
partly in said top and partly in said tuck defined 
by a readily fracturable line completely sur 
rounding said section, that part of the top edge 
of the front wall being cut away over that part 
of the removable section that lies in the tuck 
whereby upon breaking said fracturable line and 
removing said section a dispensing opening is 
provided in said top and front wall. 

8. A combined carton, and dispenser for soda 
straws and the like comprising front, rear and 
side walls, the said walls being of greater height 
than width and adapted to hold the straws sub 
stantially vertical, inner flaps hinged to the tops 
of the side walls and overlapping at the end of 
the carton, a top hinged to the top of the rear 
wall and at its opposite side having a tuck lying 
within the front wall, there being a potential 
dispensing opening defined by a readily frac 
turable line partly on said top and partly on said 
tuck, said top overlying said inner flaps, said 
inner flaps and front wall being constructed and 
arranged to give access to the carton through 
the opening provided in said top and tuck upon 
breaking said readily fracturable line. 
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