{No Model.)

E.E. HAMILTON,
SHIPPING BOX OR CRATE.

No. 604,388, | Patented May 24, 1898.

v/
' : (_,ﬁ/a'ei/’za‘,
J/ﬁfféeﬁ?}“ ep” _['fgwf £ ][a”/z? 4
RONR e T oHlloryey




I0

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

EDGAR E. HAMILTON, OF BERLIN, CONNECTICUT.

SHIPPING BOX OR CRATE.

SPECLFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 604,388, dated May 24, 1898,
Application flled November 16, 1897, Serial No, 658,755, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, EDGAR E. HHAMILTON, a
citizen of the Unlted States, residing at Easb
Berlin, in the eounty of Hartford and State
of Oonnec‘mcut have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Shipping Boxes
or Crates, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in shipping boxes and crates,
and has for its object to provide an exceed-
ingly simple and effective device by means of

" which the partitions of a box may be varied
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in their location and consequently vary the
spaces therebetween. .

With this end in view this invention con-
gists in the details of construction and com-

bination of elements hereinafter set forth,

and then specifically designated by the claims.

In order that those skilled in the art to
which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, its con-
struetion and operation will now be described
in detail,referring tothe accompanying draw-
ings, forming a‘part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective of a box made in
accordance with my improvement, showing
flat partitions located therein, the ordina,ry
top being removed; and Fig. 2, a similar view
of one of the partitions.

In carrying out my invention as here em-
bodied I constructthe box A in the ordinary
manner of four sides and a bottom, and with-
in certain or all of these sides are formed up-
right slots B, which are of sufficient width to
permit the passage of the partition C, which
partition consists of a board having tenons

D projecting therefrom, and therefore when-

this partition is passed through one of the
slots B it fits snugly between the sides of the
box, and in order that it may be located at
any desired position thereon horizontal slots
E extend from the slots B and have therein
the notches F, so that by sliding the partition
forward with "its tenons pro;cctmo“ into the
horizontal slots said tenons when coming into
alinement with the notches F will drop there-
in, thereby securing the partition in place.
From this it will be seen that these compart-
ments within the box may be varied in size
and that any desired number of said com-

partments may be formed by the use of a cor-
responding number of partltlons, and thisis
of great convenience in many branches of
busmess—*a,s, for instance, the shipping of

-eggs or glass bottles, since when so packed no

movemcnt will be permitted, and thus lessen
the liability of breakage.

‘When desired, cross-partitions G may be
utilized, also having tenons H, adapted to
fall within the notches F in the ends of the
box, and likewise these cross-partitions may

have tenons projecting in the opposite direc-

tion, which enter into engagement with slots

corresponding to the slots K formed in the
partitions C, as will be readily understood.
This will again permit of a subdivision of the
box and enable the safe shipment of exceed-
ingly fragile material.

- One of the prineipal advantages of my im-
provement is its exceeding simplicity and
cheapness of manufacture, since the entire
box is made of wood, and the only difference
in cost between it and a box of ordinary con-
struection is the labor necessary to form the
slots and the tenons. :

- For certain classes of work it may be desir-

‘able to place my improved packing-box with-

in an outer and rougher box to prevent in-
jury thereto. - Any suitable top may be se-

‘cured upon the box.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful is—

1. A packing-box having vertical slots
formed in its sides, horizontal slots leading
therefrom and notches formed in the hori-
zontalslots,partitionsadapted to pass through
the vertical slots, said partitions having ten-
ons thereon for fitting in the notches, as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. In combination, a box having vertical
slots, horizontal slots leading therefrom and
notches formed in said horizontal slots, par-
titions adapted to pass through the vertical
slots, and tenons formed upon the partitions
adapted to fit within said notchies whereby
the partitions will be held in va,mous posi-
tions, as specified.

3. In combination, a box havmo" its sides
formed with vertical slots therein and hori-
zontal slots leading from the first named, par-
titions adapted to pass through the vertical
slots, tenons formed on the ends of said par-
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titions adapted to fit within notches formed
in the horizontal slots, said partitions being
slotted and notched similarly to the sides, and
cross-partitions having tenons similar to the
first named to fit in the slots thereof, as and

for the purpose described.
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4. In a box having vertical slots formed in
the sides thereof -and horizontal slots lead-
ing therefrom, partitions adapted to be passed
through the vertical slots, tenons on the ends
of the partitions adapted to slide within the

horizontal slots, and means for holding the
partitions rigidly in position, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-

fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

EDGAR E. HAMILTON.

Witnesses:
CHARLES S. PRATT,
A. A. BARNES.
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