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STORAGE AND SHIPPING BOX

The present invention refers to a storage and shipping box, 1n particular a
box that allows transporting products in a secure and sealed way, and the same box can also
be used for storing and preparing orders, being able to be opened and closed as many times

as needed.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Currently, transportation or shipping of products 1s done usually in
cardboard boxes comprising closing flaps that allow to sealingly closing the box. To this
end, on said flaps an adhesive tape, staples or glue 1s placed.

These currently known transportation or shipping boxes have the drawback
of not being specially designed to be used as storage boxes or for preparing orders
(“picking™). This way, when the adhesive tape 1s removed, the closing flaps can be torn,
thus preventing the use ofthe box as a storage box that in turn can be closed again without
using new adhesive tape, staples or glue.

Even 1if the closing flaps are not damaged during the removal of the
adhesive tape, the conventional boxes for shipping or transporting products do not have any
closing element to allow the box to be opened and closed as many times as needed, which
1S necessary for 1ts use as a storage box or for preparing orders (“picking”).

It 1s usual for conventional shipping or transportation boxes to be used as
storage boxes, but they are not correctly closed, allowing dust and dirt to get in the box, as
well as wasting time by constantly sealing and unsealing the box.

Currently, there are boxes which flaps allow opening and closing the box
with 1ts external flaps, which would be damaged if they were sealed, stapled or glued for
their shipping, preventing the original function of the box.

If they are correctly closed, for example using an adhesive tape, staples,
glue or the like, 1t 1s necessary to carry out the opening and closing operation each time the
user accesses 1nside the box, which can be usual.

Boxes comprising two sets of flaps are known, however, they cannot be
used as shipping and storage boxes 1n a particular order, 1.€., as shipping box first and as
storage box subsequently or vice versa.

For example patent FR 1.189.297 describes a cardboard container
comprising some first closing flaps and some second flaps which are used to form a handle.

Unlike the box of the present invention, this container 1s not a packaging box but a basket
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whose top flaps form a handle, whose function 1s to facilitate its handling by hand.

Patent FR 1.578.148 describes a packaging box which purpose 1s to easily
see 11t has been tampered with, not for a double use. This packaging box cannot be used to
carry out several shipments, as 1t cannot be sealed a second time due to some of 1ts flaps
being separated once 1t has been used. Besides, due to the closing system through a
projection that i1s introduced 1n a slot, the box can be opened when applying pressure from
the top and 1t’s difficult to close before carrying out a shipment or when the box 1s full, as
the inner flaps or the load 1inside make the insertion of the projection in the slot difficult.

US patent 1.869.742 describes a box comprising two sets of flaps. This
box’s flaps are designed to be used one way only, using some 1nner flaps as a base to allow
gluing additional flaps thereon. This box, once used, cannot be reused as a storage box,
since the inner flaps tear upon opening.

US patent 2003/0201315 describes a box comprising two sets of flaps,
unlike the box of the present invention, the two sets of flaps are used for sealing and only
have a shipping use.

Therefore, the need for a box that could be indistinctly used as a shipping or
transportation box and as a storage box or for preparing orders (“picking”) or vice versa, 18
evident, allowing to seal the box when it 1s transported and at the same time, comfortably
opening and closing 1t as needed when 1t 1s used as a storage box or for preparing orders

(“picking™).

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With the storage and transporting box of the invention said aforementioned
drawbacks can be solved, presenting other advantages that will be further described.

The storage and shipping box of the present invention comprises first
closing flaps of the exterior of the box, said first flaps extending from a pair of opposing
sides of the upper face of the box, being said first flaps susceptible to be sealed with
adhesive tape, staples or glue 1n order to carry out one or several shipments, and 1t 1s
characterized 1n that 1t also comprises second closing flaps of the exterior of the box, said
second flaps extending from the other two opposing sides of the upper face of the box, said
second closing flaps including a closing element to open or close the box as many times as
needed, said second closing flaps being susceptible to be used for the storage of products or
for preparing orders before or after carrying out a shipment.

Thanks to these features, the box of the present invention can be suitably
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used for shipping or transporting products thanks to the first closing flaps, and for storing
products or preparing orders (“picking”) thanks to the second closing flaps.

Particularly, the box of the present invention has the advantage of being
used one or several times as a shipping and storage box 1n any particular order, 1.¢., as
shipping box first and storage box subsequently or vice versa. Unlike other boxes in the
state of the art, the box of the present invention can be used to carry out more than one
shipment without losing its alternative function as a storage box, therefore a very versatile
box 1s achieved.

Advantageously, said first closing flaps of shipment have dimensions such
that they are at least substantially in contact with each other by their opposing ends 1n the
closing position.

Optionally, said first closing flaps of shipment can be partially or
completely overlapped 1n their closing position.

According to an embodiment, the opposing ends of said first closing flaps
are separated from one another at a distance equal to or less than 6 cm, so that said first
flaps arec always susceptible to be sealed by means of an adhesive tape.

If wished, one of said first closing flaps of shipment can comprise a tear
strip to facilitate the opening ofthe box ofthe present invention when 1t 1s closed by its first
closing flaps.

In this case, 1n 1ts closing position, said tear strip 1s overlapping other of said
first closing flaps of shipment.

If wished, one of said first closing flaps could comprise double-sided
adhesive tape to facilitate the closing of the first closing flaps.

Optionally, if wished, asecond double-sided adhesive tape can be applied to
the opposing flap of said first closing flaps allowing a second use for the shipment of the
box and transforming it into a reusable box at the same time.

According to a preferred embodiment, preferably, i1t 1s understood as a
closing clement, an element that allows opening and closing the box as many times as
needed avoiding the use of adhesive tape, staples or glue.

For example, advantageously, said closing element can be of the type that
allows 1nterlocking the opposing ends of said second flaps of storage. In this case,
preferably, said closing element will comprise at least a slot provided in each of the
opposing ends of said second flaps for interlocking said second flaps of storage through
said slots.

According to a preferred embodiment, said closing element of the second

closing flaps comprises a series of tabs attachable to each other through said interlocking
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slots provided 1n each flaps. However, according to this embodiment, the closing element
could be any closing element suitable to allow interlocking the opposing ends of the second
flaps, since this interlocking type of closing allows closing the box 1n an effective way,
keeping 1t full and with the first closing flaps inside. Thanks to this, upon being able to
keep the box closed with the first closing flaps inside covering the whole opening of the
box, a very effective storage box 1s obtained, since said first flaps protect all the contents of
the box. On the other hand, the interlocking closing system has the advantage of giving the
box stacking resistance with regards to other conventional boxes when the interlocking
flaps are inside during shipping, even when the box is half full. This 1s due to the fact that
the interlocking closing system has a high mechanical resistance to collapsing.

Preferably, one of the tabs of the closing element comprises a folding line,
which facilitates the opening and closing of the box of the present invention.

As mentioned before, the box of the present invention has the advantage of
being resistant to stacking and the contents of the box 1s protected thanks to the fact that the
flaps will always be placed one over another, so that there will always be a double
thickness of the material. This 1s especially useful, for example, when a seal 1s cut on the
box of the present invention when it 1s being used as a shipping box, since without this
double thickness, the contents of the box could be accidentally cut. Furthermore, the box of
the present invention can be closed with the two sets of flaps even 1n the event that 1s full.

According to an embodiment, said box comprises a plurality of faces that
define a substantially parallelepiped body, including said first flaps of shipment in the two
opposing sides of the upper face of said body and said second flaps of storage in the other
two opposing sides of said upper face and 1s characterized 1n that the sum of the length
(11,11°) of said first flaps 1s:

- e¢qual to the length (L2) of the sides of the box that include the second

flaps or,

- greater than the length (L2) of the sides of the box that include the
second flaps or,

- e¢qual to the length (L2) of the sides of the box that include the second
flaps minus a separation distance equal to orless than 7.5 cm, preferably
equal to or less than 6 cm, said distance always guaranteeing the
possibility to seal the first flaps by means of an adhesive tape.

According to the same embodiment, at least one of said second closing flaps
of storage extends from one of the sides of the upper face of said body at a distance (12)
which 1s greater than half the length (L1) of the other two sides of the face that include the

first flaps of shipment. Thus, a correct configuration to apply to a closing element 1s
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guaranteed.

Preferably, the sides of the upper face of the body from which said first and
second flaps extend, comprise indents that are substantially aligned among one¢ another
once the box 1s disassembled. Thus, the indiscriminate use of either the first or second flaps
to close the exterior of the box 1s facilitated.

Preferably, said box or parallelepiped body 1s made of a sheet material that
has been punched to form a blank that can be formed into said box.

Advantageously, the sheet material of said body includes paper pulp, or 1s
made of paper pulp, such as cardboard.

In the present invention, by storage operation or preparing products 1t 1s
understood an operation in which the box i1s filled and closed to store products by means of
the aforementioned second closing flaps which include a closing element that allows
opening and closing the box as many times as needed without the need to seal the box with
adhesive tape, staples or glue. By shipping operation or shipment, it 1s understood an
operation 1n which the box 1s filled and closed to ship the product by means of the

aforementioned first flaps using sealing elements such as adhesive tapes, glue or staples.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of what has been disclosed some drawings are
attached in which, diagrammatically and only as a non-limitative example, an embodiment
1S shown.

Fig. 1 1s a perspective view of a box of the present invention 1n its opened
position, according to a first embodiment;

Figs. 2-4 are perspective views of the box of the present invention during its
closing operation to be used as a storage box for preparing orders (“picking”), according to
sald first embodiment;

Figs. 5-6 are perspective views of the box of the present invention during its
closing operation to be used as a shipping box, according to said second embodiment;

Figs. 7 and 8 are perspective views of a second alternative embodiment of
the box of the present invention, during its closing and opening, respectively; and

Figs. 9 and 10 are perspective views of a third alternative embodiment of
the box of the present invention, during its closing and opening, respectively.

Fig. 11 1s a plan view of a blank of the box of the present invention.
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DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As shown 1n Fig. 1, the box of the present invention has a parallelepiped
body made of a sheet material, such as cardboard whose upper face 1s provided with two
sets of closing flaps of the exterior of the box: a first pair of closing flaps 1 for its use as a
shipping or transportation box and a second pair of closing flaps 2 for 1ts use as a storage
box.

Said second closing flaps 2 comprise a closing element that allows easily
opening and closing the box as many times as needed and 1s suitable to allow interlocking
the opposing ends of the second flaps, since this type of interlocking closing allows
effectively closing the box keeping 1t full and with the first closing flaps intact inside the
box (see figs. 3 and 4).

In the shown embodiment, said closing element 1s formed, in each flap 2, by
a central tab 3 and two lateral tabs 4 attachable to the tabs of the opposing flap 2 through
interlocking slots 8 provided 1n each flap 2.

One of said central tabs 3 comprises a folding line 5, which facilitates the
opening and closing of the box by said second closing flaps 2.

Even though 1n the figures an embodiment of the closing element with tabs
3, 4 has been shown, 1t 1s evident that the closing element can be different, but must be
suitable to open and close the box as many times as needed.

It must also be pointed out that the box of the present invention can
comprise handle-like holes 5 to facilitate the shipping of the box, even though said holes 5
are not essential.

In Figs.2-4 the closing process of the box of the present invention when
used as a storage box 1s shown. The opening process i1s opposite to the closing process.

As shown 1n Fig. 2, the first closing flaps 1 are folded inwardly first, which
will serve as a reinforcement of the lid.

Subsequently, said second closing flaps 2 are folded, so that tabs 3, 4
engage to each other in a complementary way (Fig. 3).

Fig. 4 shows the box of the present invention 1n 1ts closing position for its
usc as a storage box or for preparing orders (“picking”). For this use no additional closing
clement i1s needed, independent from the box itself, as the box can be closed by the closing
clement of the second closing flaps 2.

Therefore, dust and dirt getting 1nside the box 1s prevented, allowing
opening and closing it as many times as needed, and also saving time when opening and

closing the box for preparing orders.
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On the other hand, when the box 1s used as a shipping or transportation box,
the second closing flaps 2 must be folded to their substantially horizontal position first, as
shown 1n Fig. 5.

Then, the first closing flaps 1 of shipment are folded to their substantially
horizontal position (Fig. 6).

Fig. 6 shows that the first closing flaps 1 of shipment must substantially
cover the whole upper surface of the box in order to be able to carry out one or more
shipments.

Preferably, said first closing flaps 1 of shipment are i1dentical and are 1n
contact with each other at their opposing ends. However, 1t must be pointed out that
between the ends of said first closing flaps 1 there should be a gap big enough to place a
sealing element such as adhesive tape, which in practice means this gap must not be greater
than 6 cm.

Even though 1t 1s not shown 1n Fig. 6, on said opposing ends an adhesive
tape, staples, glue or any other sealing element 1s applied to seal the box.

To open the box from 1ts closing position when it 1s used for shipping or
transporting, it 1S necessary to prior remove the adhesive tape or any other element used to
seal the box. It 1s possible that when the adhesive tape, staples, glue or any other sealing
element 1s removed, the first closing flaps 1 get damaged, which with the box of the present
invention 1t 1s not a problem, since to close the box when 1t 1s used as storage box or for
preparing orders (“picking’), the second closing flaps 2 are used.

If wished, said first flaps 1 of shipment can be of a si1ze so that their ends are
overlapped, such as 1n the embodiments shown 1n Figs. 7-10.

Figs. 7 and 8 show a second embodiment of the box of the present
invention.

The main difference with regards to the embodiment of Figs. 1-6 1s the
presence of a tear strip 6 to facilitate the opening of the box when 1t 1s used as a shipping or
transportation box. The tear strip is defined by two pre-cut lines.

In this case, 1n 1ts closed position, said tear strip 6 1s overlapping the otherof
said first closing flaps 1.

Furthermore, 1n this second embodiment, one of said first closing flaps 1
comprises a double-sided adhesive tape 7 placed at the inner part of said closing flap 1.
This double-sided adhesive tape 7 allows comfortably attaching said first closing flaps 1 to
cach other. To this end, said first closing flaps 1 must be partially or completely overlapped
between each other.

To remove said tear strip 6, this comprises a grip zone at one of its ends, so
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that by pulling it the tear strip can be removed casily.

The third embodiment shown in Figs. 9 and 10 1s very similar to the second
embodiment previously described. The only difference 1s the tear strip 6, which 1n this case
1s defined by a thread with enough strength to tear the cardboard of said first closing flap 1.
Also 1n this case, one ofthe first closing flaps 1 comprises a double-sided adhesive tape 7.

It must be pointed out that the edges of the box of the present invention are
obtained by cutting the sheet that determines the box by means of an anti-cut strip. This
way the ends have a rough profile which prevents the user from cutting himself during its
manipulation.

It must also be pointed out that the bottom of the box of the present
invention can be any and, for this reason, it 1s not described in the present specification.

Fig. 11 shows a plan view of a box of the present invention whose
parallelepiped body has been disassembled. Said Fig. 1 1 shows the alignment of the indents
9 of the sides of the upper face of the parallelepiped body which include the closing flaps 1,
2. As mentioned 1n the description of the invention, the alignment of the indents 9
facilitates the indiscriminate use of the two pairs of flaps for the closing of the exterior of
the box.

In said Fig. 11, the distance 11,11’and 12 of the extension of the first 1 and
second 2 closing flaps are represented, respectively, as well as the length L1 and L2 of the
sides of the box from which said flaps 1, 2 extend.

As mentioned 1n the description of the invention and as seen in Fig. 11, 1n
order to guarantee that the flaps 1 of shipment can be at least sealed by an adhesive tape, it
will be essential to make sure that the sum of the length 11, 11° of said first flaps 1 1s:

- equal to the length L2 of the sides of the box that include the second

flaps 2 or,

- greater than the length L2 ofthe sides of the box that include the second
flaps 2 or,

- equal to the length L2 of the sides of the box that include the second
flaps 2 minus a separation distance equal to or less than 7.5 cm,
preferably equal to or less than 6 cm.

Even though reference has been made to a specific embodiment of the
invention, 1t 1s evident for a person skilled in the art that the described storage and shipping
box 1s susceptible of variations and modifications, and that all the details cited can be
substituted by other technically equivalent ones, without departing from the scope of

protection defined by the attached claims.



CLAIMS

1. A storage and shipping box, comprising:

a first set of flaps, said first set of flaps extending from a first pair of opposing sides of an upper
face of the box, said first set of flaps being sealable with a sealing element in order to carry out one or
more shipments, and said first set of flaps being configured to be in a sealable position both prior to
affixing the sealing element to the first set of flaps and subsequent to removing the sealing element from
the first set of flaps, wherein distal ends of the first set of flaps are configured to be separated by a
distance equal to or less than 7.5 cm when the first set of flaps is in the sealable position; and

a second set of flaps, said second flaps extending from a second pair of opposing sides of the
upper face of the box, said second set of flaps including a closing element configured to open and close
the box a plurality of times, said second set of flaps being usable for the storage of products or for

preparing orders before or after carrying out a shipment.

2. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein the distal ends of said first set of

flaps are in contact with each other when in the sealable position.

3. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein said first set of flaps are at least

partially overlapped prior to affixing the sealing element to the first set of flaps.

4. The storage and shipping box according to claim 3, wherein at least one first flap of said first set

of flaps comprises at least one tear strip.

5. The storage and shipping box according to claim 4, wherein, in the sealable position, said at least

one tear strip is overlapping a second flap of said first set of flaps.

6. The storage and shipping box according to claim 3, wherein one of said first set of flaps

comprises a double-sided adhesive tape.

7. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein said closing element is configured to

allow opposing ends of said second set of flaps to be interlocked.

8. The storage and shipping box according to claim 7, wherein said closing element comprises at

least one slot provided in each of the opposing ends of said second set of flaps configured to allow said

second set of flaps to interlock.

9. The storage and shipping box according to claim 8, wherein said closing element of the second

CA 2837416 2019-03-04
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set of flaps comprises a series of tabs configured to be interlocked through said slots provided in each of

the flaps.

10. The storage and shipping box according to claim 9, wherein at least one tab of said series of tabs

comprises a folding line.

11. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said second set of
flaps extends from one of the sides of the upper face of said box at a distance that is greater than halif the

length of the sides of the upper face which include the first set of flaps.

12. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein the sides of the upper face of said
box from which said first and second sets of flaps extend comprise indents that are substantially aligned

with each other once the box is disassembled.

13. A method of using the box of claim 1, comprising the steps of:
at a first time using the box as a shipping box with said first set of flaps closing the exterior of the

box;

at a second time using the box as storage box with said second set of flaps closing the exterior of
the box: and

at a third time using the box as a shipping box with said first set of flaps closing the exterior of the
box.

14, A storage and shipping box, comprising:
a paralielepiped body including a plurality of faces, the plurality of faces including:

a first set of flaps in a first pair of opposing sides of an upper face of said body, the first
set of flaps including at least one first flap with a tear strip configured to remove at least a
portion of the at least one first flap, wherein opposing ends of said first set of flaps are
configured to overlap prior to removal of the portion and the opposing ends of said first
set of flaps are configured to be separated from each other at a distance equal to or less
than 7.5 cm subsequent to removal of the portion, such that the first set of flaps may be
sealed with a sealing element prior to and subsequent to removal of the portion of the at
least one first flap; and

a second set of flaps in a second pair of opposing sides of said upper face configured to
be removably coupled to each other, wherein the box may be closed by either the first or

second set of flaps after each time the box is opened.
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15. The storage and shipping box according to claim 14, wherein the sides of the upper face of said
body from which said first and second flaps extend comprise indents that are substantially aligned with

each other when the box is disassembled.

16. The storage and shipping box according to claim 5, wherein removal of the tear strip removes the

overlapping portion of the first set of flaps.

17. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein the first set of flaps further comprises

at least one perforation or cut in at least one of the first set of flaps.

18. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein the first set of flaps does not include

a removable portion.

19. The storage and shipping box according to claim 1, wherein two or more adjacent flaps are

connected through one or more points.

20. The storage and shipping box according to claim 14, wherein at least one of flap of said second
set of flaps extends from one of the sides of the upper face of said body at a distance that is greater than
half the length of the sides of the upper face which include the first flaps

21. A method for storing and shipping a box, comprising:

closing an exterior of a box first with a first set of flaps;

sealing the first set of flaps with a sealing element and using the box as a shipping box; and

subsequent to removing the sealing element, using the box interchangeably for shipping and
storage by first closing the exterior with the first set of flaps for shipping or first closing the exterior with a
second set of flaps for storage, wherein the first set of flaps extends from a first pair of opposing sides of
an upper face of the box and is configured to be in a sealable position both prior to the sealing of the first
set of flaps with the sealing element and subsequent to the removing of the sealing element from the first

set of flaps, and wherein the second set of flaps comprises an interiocking set of flaps that extends from a

second pair of opposing sides of the upper face of the box.

22 The method of claim 21, wherein the first set of flaps is at least partially overlapped when the first

set of flaps is in the sealable position.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein distal ends of the first set of flaps are configured to overlap in a

non-interlocking manner subsequent to the removing of the sealing element.
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24. The method of claim 21, wherein distal ends of the first set of flaps are separated by a distance

equal to or less than 7.5 cm when the first set of flaps is in the sealable position.

25. The method of claim 21, wherein the second set of flaps includes a closing element comprising at
least one slot provided in each of opposing ends of the second set of flaps, wherein the closing element IS
configured to allow the second set of flaps to selectively interlock so that the second set of flaps can open

and close the exterior of the box a plurality of times.

26. The method of claim 21, wherein the box is used for storage at a first time subsequent to the
removing of the sealing element, and the box is used for shipping at a second time subsequent to

removing the sealing element, the second time being subsequent to the first time.

27. A method for storing and shipping a box, comprising:
at a first time, closing an exterior of a box with a first set of flaps and a sealing element, the first

set of flaps extending from a first pair of opposing sides of an upper face of the box and being configured

to be in a sealable position both prior to affixing the sealing element to the first set of flaps and

subseqguent to removing the sealing element from the first set of flaps,
at a second time that is subseqguent to the first time, closing the exterior of the box with a second

set of flaps that extend from a second pair of opposing sides of the upper face of the box, the second set
of flaps being configured to interlock so that the second set of flaps can open and close the exterior of the

box a plurality of times; and
at a third time that is subsequent to the second time, closing the exterior of the box with the first

set of flaps.

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the second set of flaps includes a closing element comprising at

least one slot provided in each of the opposing ends of the second set of flaps, wherein the closing

element is configured to allow the second set of flaps to selectively interlock so that the second set of

flaps can open and close the exterior of the box a pluraiity of times.

29. The method of claim 27, wherein the first set of flaps is at least partially overlapped when the first

set of flaps is in the sealable position.

30. The method of claim 29, wherein distal ends of the first set of flaps are overlapped a first distance
when the first set of flaps is in the sealable position prior to affixing the sealing element and the distal
ends of the first set of flaps overlapped a second distance when the first set of flaps in the sealable

position subsequent to removing the sealing element.
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31. The method of claim 30, wherein the second distance is smaller than the first distance.

32. The method of claim 27. wherein distal ends of the first set of flaps are separated by a distance

equal to or less than 7.5 cm when the first set of flaps is in the sealable position.

33. The method of claim 27, further comprising:
shipping the box when the exterior of the box is closed with the first set of flaps.

34. The method of claim 27, further comprising:
storing the box when the exterior of the box is closed with the second set of flaps.

35. The method of claim 27. wherein at least one first flap of the first set of flaps comprises at least

one tear strip and the method further comprises:
removing the at least one tear strip to remove a section of the first set of flaps.

36. The method of claim 35, wherein, prior to the removing, the at least one tear strip is overlapping a

second flap of said first set of flaps.

37. The method of claim 27, wherein the first set of flaps further comprises at least one perforation or

cut in at least one of the first set of flaps.

38. The method of claim 27, wherein the first set of flaps is at least partially overlapped in a non-

interlocking manner when the first set of flaps is in the sealable position.

39. The method of claim 27. wherein at least one flap of the second set of flaps extends from one of
the sides of the upper face at a distance that is greater than half the length of the sides of the upper face

which include the first set of flaps.

40. A method for storing and shipping a box, comprising:
at a first time, closing an exterior of a box with a second set of flaps that extend from a second

pair of opposing sides of an upper face of the box, the second set of flaps being configured to
interlock so that the second set of flaps can open and close the exterior of the box a plurality of times;
at a second time that is subsequent to the first time, closing the exterior of the box with a first set

of flaps and a sealing element, the first set of flaps extending from a first pair of opposing sides of
the upper face of the box and being configured to be in a sealable position both prior to affixing the
sealing element to the first set of flaps and subsequent to removing the sealing element from the

first set of flaps;
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at a third time that is subsequent to the second time, closing the exterior of the box with the

second set of flaps.
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