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(54) REUSABLE HYBRID COOLING SYSTEM OF A COLD SPLIT AND JOINT

(57) The invention relates to a cooling system of a
semiconductor radiation detector or any other electronic
or optical component that needs to be cooled to operate
or to achieve optimal signal-to-noise ratio; such compo-
nents as field-effect transistors, superconducting mag-
nets, optical lenses, or infrared sensors. The hybrid cool-
ing system isbasedonamelting cryogen14cooled to the
solid state by a detachable electromechanical cryocooler
23. The melting cryogen works as a thermal buffer keep-
ing the temperature of an object of cooling 1 low enough
and stable using an energy barrier accumulated at the
phase transition. The hybrid cooling system is the most
effectivewhen a cryocooler cold tip 15 is detached froma
vessel filled with a cryogen and optimal weight and size
characteristics of an operating device are provided when
the cryocooler itself is removed from the device after the
cryogen cooling to the solid state. The invention allows
multiple attachments and detachments to be made be-
tween the cooled cryogen and the cryocooler cold tip
without the necessity to wait for the cryogen warm-up
above its melting point and without the necessity in gen-
eration or restoration of vacuum (reduced air pressure) in
the connection chamber afterwards; therefore, the inven-
tion representsa reusable hybrid cooling systemof a cold
split and joint.
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The invention relates to a cooling system of a semiconductor radiation detector or any other electronic or optical
component that needs to be cooled to operate or to achieve optimal signal-to-noise ratio; such components as field-effect
transistors, superconducting magnets, optical lenses, or infrared sensors. The invention provides a highly portable
cryogenic apparatus for the detection of radiation, receipt, processing, or transmission of electrical signals, or generation
of electromagnetic fields.

Background of the invention

[0002] Semiconductor radiation detectors such as high-purity germanium (HPGe) detectors are widely used for the
measurement of gamma-radiation due to the advantage in the energy resolution they provide compared to the scintillation
detectors, however, to operate they need to be cooled to low, cryogenic temperatures. Traditionally, semiconductor
detectors have been cooled by liquid nitrogen. In this coolingmethod, the energy barrier (characterized by the enthalpy of
vaporization) at the phase transition from liquid to gaseous state is used to keep the detector cold.
[0003] In 1970th, as an alternative to liquid nitrogen cooling, melting cryogen cooling was suggested (Tanner et al.
MELTING CRYOGEN COOLING FOR RADIATION LOGGING PROBE. Patent. US 3,709,932A. 1972), and the first
borehole logging devicewith a semiconductorGe(Li) detector cooled bymelting propanewas constructed (Tanner et al. A
PROBEFORNEUTRONACTIVATIONANALYSIS INADRILLHOLEUSING252Cf,ANDAGe(Li)DETECTORCOOLED
BY A MELTING CRYOGEN. Article. NIM 100, 1972).
[0004] Propane was transferred to the solid aggregate state by liquid nitrogen. During the melting of propane, the
detector temperature remained low enough and constant. In this coolingmethod, the energy barrier (characterized by the
enthalpy of fusion) at the phase transition from solid to liquid state was used to keep the detector cold.
[0005] In another device [Boynton. CANISTER CRYOGENIC SYSTEM FOR COOLING GERMANIUM SEMICON-
DUCTORDETECTORSINBOREHOLEANDMARINEPROBES.Article.NIM123,1975],anapplicationofexchangeable
canisters filled with propane and pre-cooled by liquid nitrogen was suggested.
[0006] In 1985, a design of a cryogenic cell filledwithmelting cryogenwas invented [Burchell et al. CRYOGENICCELL.
Patent. US 4, 658, 601. 1985].
[0007] Later, a melting cryogen working at the phase transition from solid to liquid state to keep an HPGe detector cold
was called a cryoaccumulator (Sokolov et al. Autonomous Deep-water Gamma Spectrometer based on HPGe Detector.
Article. ESARDA Symposium Proceedings, 1999).
[0008] In 2005, optimal properties of a melting chemical compound were described in the context of a melting cryogen
cooling system for portable instrumentation [Stein et al. CRYOGENICCOOLINGDEVICE. Patent.WO2006/010772A1].
[0009] With regard to cryostats and portable cryocoolers for semiconductor radiation detectors cooling the following
inventions form the state-of-the-art:

- Tench, Jr. CONVERTIBLE CRYOSTAT. Patent. US 4,510,758. 1985.
- Martinet al.MODULARPHOTONDETECTORCRYOSTATASSEMBLYANDSYSTEM.Patent.US4,851,684. 1989.
- Katagiri. ELECTRIC-COOLEDTYPESEMICONDUCTORRADIOACTIVERAYDETECTOR.Patent. US 5,552,609.

1994.

Summary of the invention

[0010] The present invention represents a hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint. The hybrid cooling system is
based on a melting cryogen (the passive object of storage of cooling power) and an electromechanical cryocooler (the
active object of cooling power production). The cooling system is applied to an object that needs to be cooled, such object
as a semiconductor radiation detector.
[0011] The invention provides optimal energy resolution for a semiconductor radiation detector by switching the
cryocooler off during spectrometric measurements and goes beyond the state-of-the-art by providing methods and
corresponding means for making the hybrid cooling system reusable and of a cold split and joint. Thus, the invention
provides the possibility of a repeatable cryocooler detachment from a cooled to the solid state cryogen, and a repeatable
cryocooler attachment to the cryogen after itsmelting, andwithout the necessity of waiting for the cryogenwarm-up above
0 °C (melting point of ice).
[0012] The possibility of the cryocooler detachment after the cryogen cooling to its melting point for subsequent
operation of amain operational device, containing an object of cooling,makes the hybrid cooling systemof a cold split and
provides the following advantages:
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a) Decreased heat load to the cryogen, when a cryocooler cold tip is detached;
b) Reduced mass of the device, containing an object of cooling, when the cryocooler itself is removed.

[0013] In its turn, the possibility of the cryocooler attachment to the cryogen having a temperature near its melting point
and below 0°C, makes the hybrid cooling system reusable and of a cold joint.

Detailed summary of the invention

[0014] Thehybrid cooling system represents a combination of the following twoobjects: a cryogen (the passiveobject of
storage of cooling power) and an electromechanical cryocooler (the active object of the cooling power production). The
hybrid cooling system is applied to an object that needs to be cooled, such object as a semiconductor radiation detector.
[0015] The cryogen is filled into a thermally insulated vessel (such as Dewar), and, represents a chemical compound
having melting temperature permitting the operation of an object of cooling. The cryogen is cooled to a solid crystalline
state using an electromechanical cryocooler. To achieve this, the cryocooler cold tip is brought into mechanical contact
(direct or througha thermal interfacematerial)with awall of a vessel filledwith the cryogen, or, is brought into direct contact
with the cryogen itself.
[0016] When the cryogen is cooled to themelting point, the cryocooler is switched off, and the operating temperature of
the object of cooling ismaintained solely by themelting cryogen, using accumulated at the phase transition energy barrier
characterized by the enthalpy of fusion.
[0017] Thehybrid coolingsystem ismoreeffectivewhen thecryocooler cold tip isdetached from thecryogenvesselafter
the cryogen cooling, and optimal weight and size characteristics of a main operational device containing an object of
cooling are provided when the cryocooler itself is removed from the device after the cryogen cooling. To achieve this,
several variantsof ahybrid coolingsystemareprovided.Thesevariantscanbeclassifiedbya typeofacryogen-cryocooler
connection chamber and are described below.
[0018] According to the invention, the cryogen-cryocooler connection can be made:

a) In a vacuum chamber having compressible/expandable metal bellows, wherein the reusability is achieved by the
attachment/detachment of a cryocooler cold tip to/from awall of an encapsulated vessel filledwith the cryogen; in this
case, re-evacuation of the connection chamber is not required, however, the cryocooler is not removable.
b) In a hermetically sealed air chamber with minimized air volume, wherein the reusability is achieved by a prompt
cryocooler joint/split to/from an encapsulated cryogen vessel using a corresponding connection interface which
facilitates this, i.e. quick-release flanges, an elastomer O-ring and a quick-release clamp.
c) In a hermetically sealed air chamber, partially filled with a liquid chemical compound having amelting temperature
preferably lower than the melting temperature of a cryogen.
d) By immersion of the cryocooler cold tip directly into a cryogen when the cryogen is in the liquid state.

[0019] Thehybrid cooling system is free fromperiodic re-fillingof externally supplied refrigerants suchas liquid nitrogen.
In the case of its application to the cooling of a semiconductor radiation detector, it provides an advantage over direct
electromechanical cooling in terms of spectrometric characteristics of the detector, because no deterioration of energy
resolution associatedwithmechanical vibrations occurs, as the cryocooler is normally switchedoff duringmeasurements.
In the context of portable instrumentation, the main measuring device with the hybrid cooling system has the weight
advantage, as after cryogen cooling to the solid state, the device doesn’t require batteries for powering the cryocooler, and
when the cryocooler itself is removed the weight of the main measuring device is further decreased.
[0020] With regard to the application of a hermetically sealed air chamber for the connection between a cryocooler cold
tip and an encapsulated cryogen, the present invention is characterized by the set of the following distinctive features:

a) It is intended toavoid evacuation (creationof reducedair pressure) of the connection chamber, but in themeantime,
it provides reusability of the hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint;
b) Mechanical connection between a cryocooler cold tip and a wall of a vessel filled with a cryogen is made under
pressure, applying a quick-release clamp;
c) The time of the cryocooler attachment or detachment from a wall of a vessel filled with a cryogen (the connection
chamber is unsealed) isminimized for the reduction of theamount of ice formingon the cold surfaces in the connection
chamber, to provide the reusability of the hybrid cooling system.
d) The amount of air in the connection chamber can be additionally reduced by the application of a liquid chemical
compound or a solid-state air displacer such as a PTFE tube filling air gaps.

[0021] With regard to the application of a liquid chemical compound in the cryocooler-cryogen connection chamber, the
present invention has the following distinctive features:
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a) The melting point of a chemical compound is preferably lower than the melting point of the cryogen, in this case,
when the cryogen is cooled to its solid state, the cryocooler can be detached immediately from the cooled cryogen
vessel because the cryocooler cold finger/tip is immersed in the chemical compound which remains to be liquid;
b) The time of the cryocooler attachment or detachment from the cryogen vessel (the connection chamber is
unsealed) can be increased;
c) In the case,whenamechanical connectionunder pressurebetweenacryocooler cold tip andawall of a vessel filled
with the cryogen is established (applying a quick-release clamp), the compound keeps the cryocooler detachable, by
preventing air access to the place of contact, and therefore preventing the formation of ice and adhesion of a
cryocooler cold tip to the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen;
d) In the case, when no mechanical connection under pressure between a cryocooler cold tip and a wall of a vessel
filled with the cryogen is established, the compound works as a thermal interface material, and, is intended to
decrease the mechanical load to the cryocooler cold tip.

Detailed description of the invention

[0022] The reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint which contains a passive cooling element - a melting
cryogen and an active cooling element - an electromechanical cryocooler is described. The invention provides optimal
energy resolution for a semiconductor radiation detector by switching the cryocooler off during measurements and it
ensures thatmultiple cooling cycleswith connections anddisconnections between the cryocooler cold tip and the cryogen
can be made without the necessity of waiting for the cryogen warm-up.
[0023] The following sequence of operations illustrated in Fig. 1 describes a typical operational cycle of the reusable
hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint:

a) The cryogen is initially warm, at the temperature above 0°C (point 1).
b)Acryocooler cold tip isattached (either directlyor througha thermal interfacematerial,whichcouldalsobe ina liquid
state) to awall of a vessel filledwith the cryogen.Theattachment ismadeeither in ahermetically sealedair connection
chamber (in which the air volume is minimized) using a quick-release clamp (in this case the cryocooler can be
disconnected and removed from the cryogen vessel), or, in a vacuum-insulated connection chamber using bellows (in
this case the cryocooler can’t be disconnected and removed from the cryogen vessel without breaking the vacuum,
only the cold tip can be detached). The cryocooler cold tip can also be immersed directly into a cryogen.
c) The cryocooler is switched on.
d) The cryogen temperature is decreasing (between points 1 and 4) .
e) The melting temperature of the cryogen is reached (point 2) .
f) The cryogen is transferred to the solid aggregate state and a maximum energy barrier at the phase transition is
accumulated (point 3). From this moment, the cryocooler can be switched off and disconnected and the main
operational device can be used by the operator; or the cooling power of the cryocooler can be decreased to maintain
the temperature just below the melting point of the cryogen. In the Figure, the cryocooler power was not adjusted, so
between points 3 and 4 the cryogen is being gradually overcooled.
g) The cryocooler is switched off (point 4) and the cryocooler cold tip is preferably disconnected from the wall of the
vessel filled with the cryogen. In the case of the sealed air connection chamber, the cryocooler itself is preferably
removed from themain operational device, and the connection chamber is hermetically closed by a cork with a PTFE
plug, using an elastomer O-ring and a quick-release clamp. The plug removes air from the connection chamber. This
operation is performed promptly to prevent the formation of ice in the connection chamber.
h) The temperature of the overcooled cryogen is rising (between points 4 and 5).
i) The melting point of the cryogen is reached, however, the cryogen remains solid (point 5).
j) While the cryogen is melting (between points 5 and 6), the temperature of an object of cooling is stable while the
main operational device is in use by an operator. An autonomous operation time of the device at a given melting
temperature is defined by the physical volume of the cryogen, heat load to the cryogen, and its enthalpy of fusion.
k) When the whole cryogen is melted, its temperature and the temperature of the object of cooling start to rise. At this
point, thecryocooler canbeconnectedagain to thevesselwith thecryogenata temperaturebelow0°C, for exampleat
point 7, without the necessity to wait for the cryogen warm-up to the temperature above 0°C.

In the case of the application of the air connection chamber, the clamp is released and the cork is removed. The
cryocooler cold tip is attached to thewall of the cryogen vessel using the quick-release clamp. The chamber is sealed
by the elastomer O-ring. These operations are performed promptly to prevent the formation of ice in the connection
chamber (avoid adhesion of the cryocooler cold tip to the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen).
In the case of the application of the vacuum connection chamber, the bellows are compressed to put the cryocooler
cold tip into mechanical contact with the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen.
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If thecryocooler is switchedonagainatpoint7, thecooling time (solidificationof thecryogen)will be shorter compared
to the time of the initial cooling from room temperature because the cryogen was already pre-cooled.

[0024] Several variants of the reusable cooling systemof a cold split and joint are provided. These variants, described in
detail below, are also classified by the type of a cryocooler-cryogen connection chamber in Table 1.
[0025] In the first variant of the hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint (Figs. 2 and 5), a cryogen is filled into a
thermally (vacuum) insulated vessel 2, having a closed end to which a cryocooler 4 is attached. A cryocooler cold tip is
attached (brought into mechanical contact) to a wall of a vessel filled with the cryogen in a vacuum-insulated connection
chamber 3. The walls of the connection chamber represent metal bellows that can be compressed or expanded. The
cooling system can be applied to any object of cooling positioned in a thermally (vacuum) insulated cryostat 1.
[0026] For the cryogen cooling (transfer from gaseous/liquid to solid state), the cryocooler cold tip 17 is mechanically
attached to the wall 13 of the vessel filled with the cryogen 6 by compressing the bellows (Figs. 3 and 6), and after the
cryogen cooling, it is mechanically detached by expanding the bellows (Figs. 4 and 7).
[0027] Because the connection ismade in a vacuum, the cryocooler cold tip can be detached from thewall of the vessel
filledwith the cryogenwhile the cryogen is cold, however, the cryocooler itself can’t be removed from themain operational
device, which contains an object of cooling and the cryogen, without breaking the vacuum-tight connection.
[0028] In the second variant of the reusablehybrid cooling systemof a cold split and joint (Fig. 8), a cryogen is filled into a
thermally (vacuum) insulated vessel 2 having a closed-end, towhich, bymeans of a quick-release clamp 3, a cryocooler 4
is attached.Theattachment ismade inahermetically sealedair connectionchamber.Thecoolingsystemcanbeapplied to
any object of cooling positioned in a thermally (vacuum) insulated cryostat 1.
[0029] According to Fig. 9, for the cryogen 14 cooling, the cryocooler 23 is attached to an outer cryogen vessel 13
through compatible flanges18, 21.The cryocooler cold tip15 is put in directmechanical contact under pressurewith awall
of the inner vessel 11 filled with the cryogen in a hermetically sealed by an elastomer O-ring 19 connection chamber,
applying a quick-release clamp 20.
[0030] Space 22 available for ambient air in the sealed connection chamber (and therefore the number of water
molecules) isminimized to prevent adhesion of the cryocooler cold tip to thewall of the inner vessel due to the formation of
ice during cooling.
[0031] Application of the sealed cryogen-cryocooler connection chamber with a minimized free volume available for
ambient air allows detachment of the cryocooler after the cryogen cooling, and, multiple cooling cycles with attachments
and detachments between the cold wall (having a temperature below 0 °C) of the vessel filled with the cryogen and the
cryocooler cold tip can be made when time duration of each connection is minimized. The values of the maximum air
volume and the maximum time duration of each connection or disconnection (the connection chamber is unsealed)
depend on the relative humidity of the ambient air.
[0032] Solely as a non-restrictive indication, for the air at atmospheric pressure and with a relative humidity of 80
percent, 10 cycleswith connection and disconnection between a cryocooler cold tip and a cold wall of the vessel filledwith
the cryogencanbemadewhen theamount of theair in the connection chamber is reduced toavolumeof about 1 cm3per 1
cm2 of a contact area (a cryocooler cold tip area), and each connection or disconnection time (the chamber is unsealed) is
limited to a period of about 5 seconds.
[0033] The closed inner vessel filled with the cryogen provides the possibility to use a cryogenwhich can be in the liquid
or gaseous state at normal temperature and pressure, and it allows keeping any spatial orientation of the device (i.e.
horizontal, vertical, etc.) during attachment of the cryocooler to the cryogen, the cryogen cooling and detachment of the
cryocooler, i.e. during the complete cooling and operating cycle.
[0034] The process of the cryocooler detachment is shown in Fig. 10.
[0035] After the cryocooler detachment, to minimize air volume in the connection chamber and therefore to prevent the
formation of ice, the chamber is closed with a Styrofoam plug 12 and is hermetically sealed using an elastomer O-ring 9,
applying a quick-release clamp 7 to quick-release flanges 6, 8 as shown in Fig. 11.
[0036] To generate centers of crystallization and to distribute thermal gradients more uniformly across the cryogen
volume, the inner vessel filled with the cryogen may contain a heat exchanger in the form of a metal foam 1 brazed to the
inner vessel walls 2 (Fig. 12). Also, it is an object of the invention, a dual-wall neck of the vacuum insulated vessel
representing a part of the cryogen-cryocooler connection chamber. Thewall 6 facing the vacuum is ultra-thin (thickness of
about 0.1mm)and ismade fromametal alloy having low thermal conductivity, suchas stainless steel, and thewall8 facing
theair fromboth sides is rather thick (thicknessof about 1mm)and ismade fromplastic or fiberglass.Theplastic/fiberglass
neckcanbemountedusingepoxy9,10,preferablyafter vacuumbake-out of the cryogen-cryostat assembly, allowingheat
treatment at higher temperatures.
[0037] Also, the invention provides a removable plastic/fiberglass neck mounted using threads 6, 12, as shown in Fig.
13; to facilitate the fiberglass neck removal and, therefore, allow for a vacuum bake-out servicing at higher temperatures.
[0038] In the third variant of the hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint (Fig. 14), a cryogen is filled into a vacuum-
insulated vessel 4 having an open end. The cryogen is liquid at room temperature and normal pressure and a cryocooler
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cold finger 15 is immersed into it.
[0039] Acryocooler16 is attached toanouter cryogenvessel6usingquick-releaseflanges10, 12,andapplyingaquick-
release clamp 11; forming a connection chamber, sealed by an elastomer O-ring 13.
[0040] After the cryogen1 cooling (transferring from liquid to solid aggregate state), the cryocooler is switchedoff.At this
point insteadof providing the cooling power the cryocooler conducts heatwith amaximum temperature gradient at its tip3.
The cryogen rapidly melts around the cryocooler cold finger 2. Soon the cryocooler cold finger can be detached from the
cryogen and the cryocooler itself can be removed from the device without the necessity of warming thewhole cryogen up.
Multiple cooling cycles with repetitive solidifications of the cryogen can be performed.
[0041] Also, it is an object of the invention, a functional element representing a dual-wall neck of the vacuum-insulated
vessel having an open end (Figs. 15 and 16). The wall 8 facing vacuum 5 is ultra-thin (thickness of about 0.1 mm) and is
made fromametal alloy such as stainless steel, and thewall 9 facing the air is rather thick (thickness of about 1mm) and is
made from plastic or fiberglass. The plastic neck is removable and is mounted using epoxy or for easier removal using
threads at both ends 10, 11, preferably after a vacuum bake-out of the cryogen-cryostat assembly.
[0042] Another object of the invention is a liquid chemical compound 5 filled into a cryocooler-cryogen connection
chamber (Fig. 17) of the second variant of the hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint. The compound, having a
melting point preferably lower than the melting point of a cryogen, prevents the formation of ice at the cold surfaces and
allows immediate detachment of a cryocooler cold tip 3 from a wall 2 of a vessel filled with the cryogen 1 after the cryogen
cooling.Also, in this case, as shown inFig. 18 the cryocooler cold tip3maynot be in directmechanical contactwith thewall
of the vessel filled with the cryogen 2, so the liquid compound 5 can serve as a thermal interface material, reducing
mechanical load on a cryocooler cold finger 4.
[0043] Also, it is an object of the invention, a standalone cryogen vessel with a neckwhich accepts either a cryocooler or
a cold finger of a standalone cryostat. Initially, a cryocooler 3 is attached through this neck (Fig. 19) and after a cryogen
cooling it is detached and replaced by the cryostat 1, containing an object of cooling (Fig. 20). The vessel filled with the
cryogencanbeeitherwith anopenor aclosedend.Thecorrespondingdesignsof a closedstandalonecryogenvessel and
a compatible cryostat are shown in Figs. 21 and 22.
[0044] The cryostat ofFig. 22 contains anHPGe detector 1 having ion-implanted n+ and p+ electrodes, a cartridgewith
Zeolite 9,which effectively absorbs water molecules, hydrogen getters 13, and an electrical feedthrough 10 for activation
of the getters. The cryostat is closedwith an endcap 18made fromaluminium, is sealed by ametal, preferably gold-plated
O-ring17,and is evacuated toultra-high vacuum throughavalve15.Thecryostat alongwith thedetector is designedso, to
be exposed to high-temperature treatment (vacuum bake-out over 350 °C) to achieve low outgassing rates and keep,
therefore, ultra-high vacuum insulation for a long time.
[0045] The standalone cryogen vessel can be replaced with an identical one, in which the cryogen is pre-cooled while
the previous vessel is in operation. In its turn, the detector can be pre-cooled by the cryocooler using a functional element
which represents ametal tubewith identical flanges at both ends (Fig. 23) . The tube is sealed by two elastomerO-rings 8,
10, forming a sealed connection chamber in which a detector cold finger 1 is brought into mechanical contact with a
cryocooler cold tip 7. To provide the possibility of splitting of the cold components the amount of air in the connection
chamber is minimized, it can also be achieved using a solid tube 6,made from material having low thermal conductivity,
such as a PTFE, which fills a space 4 replacing the air.
[0046] The reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint can be used for a variety of applications, as an
example, inFigs. 24and25 twoHPGespectrometers designedaround the concepts of the first and the second variants of
the hybrid cooling system are sequentially shown.
[0047] The first spectrometer provides the following advantages:

a) No deterioration of the detector energy resolution associated with mechanical vibrations produced by an
electromechanical cryocooler occurs, because after the cryogen cooling to solid state the cryocooler is switched
off for the spectrometric measurements;
b)After the cryogen cooling to solid state, the cryocooler cold tip is detached from the cold cryogen; the heat load to the
cryogen is decreased, and the autonomous operation time of the spectrometer is therefore extended.

[0048] The second spectrometer, in addition, allows the complete removal of the cryocooler from the cryogen vessel,
and therefore, a significant reduction of theweight of amain operational device (the spectrometer) used by an operator for
the measurements is provided by the invention.
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Table 1 ‑ Classification of the hybrid cooling system depending on the type of connection chamber.

Type of the
connection
chamber

Principle of
connection

Type of connection Operational
characteristics of
the cooling
system

1. A vacuum-
tight chamber
with an en-
capsulated
cryogen and
metal bel-
lows.

Compression
and decom-
pression of the
bellows.

Contact connection under pressure between a
cryocooler cold tip and a wall of a vessel filled with
the cryogen. Can be done through a metal thermal
interface material such as indium.

The cryocooler
cold tip can be
connected to or
disconnected from
the cold wall
(cooledbelow0 °C)
of the vessel filled
with the cryogen.
The cryocooler it-
self can’t be re-
moved from the
main operational
device which con-
tains a cryostat and
the cryogen.

2. Ahermetically
sealed air
chamber with
an encapsu-
lated cryogen
and mini-
mized fixed
air volume
when sealed.

A cryocooler (or
a detachable
cryostat) cold
finger is manu-
ally plugged into
the connection
chamber using
quick-release
flanges, an
elastomer O-
ring and a

a) Contact connection under pressure between a
cryocooler cold tip and a wall of the vessel filled with
the cryogen. Can be done through a metal thermal
interface material such as indium.

The cryocooler
cold tip can be
connected to or
disconnected from
the cold wall
(cooledbelow0 °C)
of the vessel filled
with the cryogen.
The cryocooler it-
self can be re-
moved from the
main operational
device which

quick-release
clamp.

b) Same as above plus the chamber is filled with a
liquid chemical compound having a melting point,
preferably lower than the melting point of the cryo-
gen; the liquid prevents the formation of ice at the
place of contact by blocking access of the water
molecules to the cryocooler cold tip. Vertical orien-
tation of the cryogen vessel is required during
cooling. c) Connection via liquid thermal interface
material, preferably having a melting point lower
than the melting point of the cryogen. Provides re-
duced mechanical pressure on a cryocooler cold
tip. The vertical orientation of the cryogen vessel is
preferable during cooling.

contains a cryostat
with an object of
cooling and the
cryogen.

3. Ahermetically
sealed air
chamber with
an open cryo-
gen vessel
and a fixed air
volume when
sealed.

A cryocooler or
a cryostat cold
finger is manu-
ally plugged into
the connection
chamber using
quick-release
flanges, an
elastomer

Direct immersion of a cryocooler cold finger in the
cryogen. The vertical orientation of the cryogen
vessel is preferable during cooling and

The cryocooler
cold tip can be
connected to the
liquid cryogen and
disconnected from
the cooled cryogen
only when some
time required for
themelting of a part
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(continued)

Type of the
connection
chamber

Principle of
connection

Type of connection Operational
characteristics of
the cooling
system

O-ring and a
quick-release
clamp.

sealing. To keep its properties e.g. temperature of
crystallization, the cryogen mustn’t be hygroscopic.

of the cryogen
around the cryo-
cooler coldfinger is
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Brief description of the drawings

[0049]

InFig. 1 a complete cooling and operational cycle of the hybrid cooling system is shown. The repeatable possibility to
disconnect a cryocooler at point4andconnect it againat point7 is providedby the invention,making thehybrid cooling
system reusable and of a cold split and joint.

The first variant of the hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint applied to an object of cooling positioned in a
cryostat 1 is shown in Figs. 2 and 5. The system contains an encapsulated cryogen vessel 2 which is integrated
(shares common vacuum insulation) with a cryostat and with a detachable but not removable cryocooler 4. Thewalls
of a chamber for the connection between a cryocooler and a cryogen vessel represent metal bellows 3 which are
compressible, so the length of the chamber can be decreased or increased without breaking the vacuum insulation.

In Figs. 3 and 6 details of the first variant of the hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint are shown. A cryocooler
cold finger 17 is attached to a wall of an inner vessel 13 filled with a cryogen in vacuum 5. The attachment is achieved
by compressing the bellows.

In Fig. 3 an inner vessel filled with the cryogen is relatively short and is fixed by a holder 8 able to prevent longitudinal
and transverse displacements of the inner vessel with reference to an outer vessel 15.

In Fig. 6 the inner vessel filled with the cryogen is relatively long and is supported by a holder 8, which prevents the
inner vessel displacement along an X-axis 32, and a neck 19 with a bearing 21, which prevents the inner vessel
displacement across the X-axis.

In Figs. 4 and 7 a cryogen 1 is cooled to the solid state, and a cryocooler cold tip 6 is detached from a wall of vessel 2
filled with the cryogen by decompressing or expanding the bellows so that vacuum insulation 5 is kept.

The second variant of the reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint is shown in Fig. 8. The system
contains an object of cooling, positioned in a vacuum-insulated cryostat 1 and integrated with a vacuum-insulated
encapsulated vessel filled with a cryogen 2, to which an electromechanical cryocooler 4 is attached using a quick-
release clamp 3.

In Fig. 9 the hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint is applied to the cooling of an HPGe detector 1. The cooling
systemcontains anencapsulated cryogen14 cooled byadetachable cryocooler23.The contact connection between
a cryocooler cold tip 15 and a wall of an inner vessel 11 filled with the cryogen is made in a hermetically sealed
connection chamber. The cryocooler cold tip can be detached from or attached to the wall of the inner vessel using a
quick-release clamp 20. The cryocooler itself can be split from an outer cryogen vessel 13 and removed from amain
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operational device which contains an object of cooling and a cryogen immediately after the cryogen cooling.

In Fig. 10 a cryogen 1 is cooled to the solid state; a cryogen-cryocooler connection chamber is unsealed, and a
cryocooler cold tip 6 is detached fromawall of a vessel filledwith a cryogen2.Acryocooler is in the processof removal
from a main operational device which contains an object of cooling and the cryogen.

After the cryocooler removal, the connection chamber is promptly pluggedwith a PTFE or a Styrofoam plug 12 and is
sealed by an elastomer O-ring 9, using a cork 8 and applying a quick-release clamp 7, as shown in Fig. 11.

The connection chamber is designed so, tominimize the volumeof ambient air 11 inside the chamber during andafter
cryogen cooling, and therefore, to prevent the formation of ice at the contact between the cryocooler cold tip and the
wall of thevessel filledwith thecryogen.While thecryocooler is connected,mostof theair is removedby thecryocooler
cold finger itself; when the cryocooler is disconnected, the chamber is plugged with the PTFE or Styrofoam plug to
remove air from the chamber and therefore prevent the formation of ice on the cold surfaces.

In Fig. 12 a vessel to be filled with a cryogen 2 has a closed-end and a dual-wall neck. The wall of the neck 6 facing
vacuum 5 is made from a metal alloy such as stainless steel, and the wall 8 facing air from both sides is made from
plastic or fiberglass. The plastic/fiberglass neck is mounted using epoxy 9, 10.

The vessel to be filled with the cryogen also contains a metal foam 1, intended to distribute thermal gradients more
uniformly across the cryogen volume and to generate centers of crystallization in the cryogen.

In Fig. 13 the fiberglass neck 10 is mounted using threads 6, 12, and air 8 is trapped in-between the stainless steel 9
and fiberglass walls of the neck by two elastomer O-rings 7, 11.

In Fig. 14 an inner vessel 4 filled with a cryogen has an open end, and a cryocooler cold tip 3 is immersed into it. A
cryocooler 16 is attached to an outer cryogen vessel 6 through quick-release flanges 10, 12 and applying a quick-
releaseclamp11, forminga connection chamberwhich is hermetically sealedbyanelastomerO-ring13.Thecryogen
is shown in two aggregate states: solid 1 and liquid 2.

In Fig. 15 a cryogen vessel has an open end and a dual neck. The neck 8 facing vacuum 5 is made from ametal alloy
such as stainless steel, and the neck 9 facing air from both sides is made from plastic or fiberglass. The plastic/fi-
berglass neck is mounted using epoxy 10, 11, preferably after vacuum bake-out of a cryostat-cryogen vessel
assembly.

In Fig. 16 a cryogen vessel has an open end and a dual neck. The neck 8 facing vacuum 5 is made from ametal alloy
such as stainless steel, and the neck 9 facing air from both sides is made from plastic or fiberglass. The plastic/fi-
berglass neck can be easily mounted and re-mounted, if necessary, after vacuum bake-out of a cryostat-cryogen
vessel assembly using threads 10, 11.

InFig. 17 a connection chamber is filledwith a chemical compound 5 having amelting temperature, preferably, below
themelting point of a cryogen. The chemical compound prevents access of ambient air containingwatermolecules to
the place of contact in-between a wall of a vessel filled with the cryogen 2 and a cryocooler cold tip 3; it, therefore
prevents the formation of ice and adhesion of the cryocooler cold tip to the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen.

In the Figure, the cryogen 1 is in the solid state and the compound is in the liquid state due to the lower melting
temperature of the compound; so thedetachment of the cryocooler cold tip canbedone immediately after the cryogen
cooling.

In Fig. 18 a chemical compound 5 having amelting temperature, preferably, below themelting point of a cryogen 1 is
filled into a connection chamber. The liquid compound serves as a thermal interface material between a cryocooler
cold tip 3 and a wall of a vessel filled with a cryogen 2. Contact pressure is not applied to the cryocooler cold tip.

In Fig. 19 a standalone cryogen vessel 1, which can have either an open‑ or a closed-end, is connected through a
sealed connection chamber to a detachable cryocooler 3 using a quick-release clamp 2.

In Fig. 20 a standalone cryogen vessel 3, which can have either an open‑ or a closed-end, is connected through a
sealed connection chamber to a standalone cryostat containing an object of cooling 1, using a quick-release camp 2.
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Fig.21showsastandalonecryogenvessel1whichcanbecoupled throughasealedconnectionchambereitherwitha
cryocooler or with a standalone cryostat, having a compatible connection interface.

Fig. 22 shows a standalone cryostat 16 having a connection interface to be coupled instead of a cryocooler, through a
sealed connection chamber, with a standalone cryogen vessel having either an open or a closed end.

InFig. 23 a tubular connection chamber for the connection between a cryostat cold finger 1 and a cryocooler cold tip 7
is shown.

In Fig. 24 a spectrometer having the reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint with a detachable but not
removable cryocooler is shown.

In Fig. 25 a spectrometer having the reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint with a removable
cryocooler is shown. The cryocooler is removed.

Detailed description of the drawings

[0050] InFig. 1a cooling cycle provided by the reusable hybrid cooling systemof a cold split and joint is described by the
temperature curve.
[0051] Atpoint 1 a cryocooler is connected to a cryogen vessel; so the cryocooler cold tip is put intomechanical contact
(direct or througha thermal interfacematerial)with awall of thevessel filledwith thecryogen, or,with the cryogen itself; and
the cryocooler is switched on.
[0052] Between points 1 and 4 the temperature of the cryogen is decreasing.
[0053] At point 2 the melting temperature of the cryogen is reached.
[0054] Between points 2 and 3 molecules of a chemical compound of the cryogen are losing their kinetic energy.
[0055] At point 3 the cryogen is cooled to its solid state, and the maximum energy barrier at the phase transition
characterized by the enthalpy of fusion is accumulated.
[0056] Between points 3 and 4 overcooling of the cryogen occurs.
[0057] At point 4 the cryocooler is switched off and preferably disconnected.
[0058] Between points 4 and 5 the temperature of the cryogen is rising. At point 5 the melting point of the cryogen is
reached.
[0059] Between points 5 and 6 the cryogen is melting (molecules of the chemical compound of the cryogen are getting
kinetic energy).
[0060] At point 6 a phase transition occurred and the whole cryogen became liquid.
[0061] Onwards point 6 the temperature of the cryogen is rising.
[0062] The invention provides the possibility to connect the cryocooler again, for the cryogen cooling, for example at
point 7, without the necessity of waiting for the cryogen warm up above 0 °C.
[0063] In Fig. 2 the cooling system is applied to an object of cooling which is placed in a cryostat 1. The cryostat is
integrated with a cryogen vessel 2. An inner vessel filled with a cryogen is cooled by a detachable but not removable
cryocooler4.Acontact connection betweenacryocooler cold tip andawall of the vessel filledwith the cryogen ismade in a
vacuum-insulated connection chamber. Thewalls of the chamber aremade compressible/expandable frommetal bellows
3, so the length of the chamber can be decreased or increased, and the cryocooler cold tip can be attached to or detached
from the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen without breaking the vacuum.
[0064] InFig. 3anobject of cooling, such asanHPGedetector1, is surroundedby anelectrical insulator2, is placed in a
holder 3, and is collimated 4 by a vacuum-compatible material, having high density and a high atomic number, such as
tungsten. The whole assembly is coupled through a copper adapter 6 with a copper cold finger 7. The cold finger is
attached to an inner vessel 13 filled with a cryogen 16 by means of vented screws 12. The inner vessel is made from
aluminium, copper or stainless steel alloy and is wrapped with multilayer insulation 14. A cryostat-cryogen assembly is
evacuated throughaseal-offvalve24 to thepressureofabout10‑6Torr.Anouter vessel15 ismade fromstainlesssteel and
is integrated with (welded to) the detector cryostat 25. The inner vessel is supported by a holder 8. The holder prevents
movement of the inner vessel with reference to the outer vessel along an X-axis 28. The holder is also strong enough to
prevent movement of the inner vessel (which is relatively short) across the X-axis. The holder allows a cryocooler cold tip
17 to be put into mechanical contact under pressure with the wall of the inner vessel.
[0065] Acryocooler coldhead19 is integratedwith (welded to) theouter cryogenvessel using stainlesssteel bellows18.
For the inner vessel fillingwith the cryogen, a liquid/gas feedthrough 22 is foreseen. The feedthrough is sealed by agasket
21and is closedbyPTFE23andpressure20plugs.Amolecular sieve11 is placedbetween thewall of the inner vessel and
the multilayer insulation.
[0066] For the cooling of the cryogen, the cryocooler cold tip is attached to the inner vessel in a vacuum-insulated

10

EP 4 556 823 A1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



environment 5,which is shared between the cryostat, the cryogen vessel and a cryogen-cryocooler connection chamber.
The attachment is made by compressing the bellows and applying contact pressure between the cryocooler cold tip and
the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen.
[0067] Fig. 4shows theconnection chamber shown inFig. 3,but the cryogen1 is cooled to the solid state, thecryocooler
is switched off, and the cryocooler cold tip 6 is mechanically detached from the wall of the inner vessel filled with the
cryogen2.Thevessel iswrappedwith themultilayer insulation3.Stainless steel bellows7arewelded to theouter vessel4.
For thecryocooler detachment, thebellows, shown in theFigure, aredecompressed.Space5 is evacuated to thepressure
of about 10‑6 Torr. For the filling of the inner vesselwith the cryogen, a feedthrough10made fromastainless steel tubewith
bellows is foreseen. The feedthrough is sealed by a gasket 9 and is closed with PTFE 11 and pressure 8 plugs.
[0068] In Fig. 5 the cooling system is applied to an object of cooling, such as an HPGe detector, which is placed in a
cryostat1.Thecryostat is integratedwithacryogenvessel2.An inner vessel filledwithacryogen is cooledbyadetachable
but not removable cryocooler4.Thecontact connectionbetweenacryocooler cold tip andawall of the vessel filledwith the
cryogen is made in a vacuum-insulated connection chamber. The walls of the chamber are made compressible/expand-
able frommetal bellows 3, so the length of the chamber can be decreased or increased, and the cryocooler cold tip can be
attached to or detached from the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen without breaking the vacuum.
[0069] InFig. 6anobject of cooling, such asanHPGedetector1, is surroundedby anelectrical insulator2, is placed in a
holder 3, and is collimated 4 by a vacuum-compatible material, having high density and a high atomic number, such as
tungsten. The whole assembly is coupled through a copper adapter 6 with a copper cold finger 7. The cold finger is
attached to an inner vessel 13 filled with a cryogen 16 by means of vented screws 12. The inner vessel is made from
aluminium, copper or stainless steel alloy and is wrapped with multilayer insulation 14. A cryostat-cryogen assembly is
evacuated through a seal-off valve 28 to the pressure of 10‑6 Torr. An outer vessel 15 is made from stainless steel and is
integrated with (welded to) the detector cryostat 30. The inner vessel is supported by a coaxial holder 8 attached to the
body of the cryostat bymeans of screws 9. The holder is designed to preventmovement of the inner vessel with reference
to the outer vessel along an X-axis 32; so a cryocooler cold tip 17 can be put, manually or electromechanically, into
mechanical contact under pressure with the wall of the inner vessel.
[0070] Acryocooler 23 is attached to the outer cryogen vessel using stainless steel bellows 20.For the filling of the inner
vessel with the cryogen, a liquid feedthrough 27 is foreseen. The liquid feedthrough is sealed by a gasket 25 and is closed
by PTFE 26 and pressure 24 plugs. Amolecular sieve 11 is placed between the wall of the inner vessel and themultilayer
insulation.
[0071] For the cooling of the cryogen, the cryocooler cold tip is attached to the inner vessel in a vacuum-insulated
environment 5. The attachment is made by compressing the bellows and applying contact pressure between the
cryocooler cold tip and the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen.
[0072] At theendof aneck19of the inner vessel, a linear-motion bearing21 is located (welded to theneck). Thebearing
is coupled with the cryocooler cold finger 18.Balls of bearing 22 aremade from amaterial having low thermal conductivity
such as Zirconia ceramics. By this design, a low heat flow from the cryocooler body to the cryogen is achieved, and a
coaxial orientation of the inner vessel filled with the cryogen with reference to the outer vessel is supported.
[0073] Fig. 7shows theconnection chamber shown inFig. 6,but the cryogen1 is cooled to the solid state, thecryocooler
12 is switched off, and the cryocooler cold tip 6 is mechanically detached from the wall of the inner vessel filled with the
cryogen 2.
[0074] The outer vessel 4 is integrated with the detector cryostat and with the stainless steel bellows 11, which are
decompressed. At the end of the neck 8 of the vessel filled with the cryogen, the linear-motion bearing 9 is located. The
bearing is coupled with the cryocooler cold finger 7. The balls of bearing 10 are in mechanical contact with the cryocooler
cold finger. A space 5 between the vessels and the cryocooler cold finger and the inner vessel neck is evacuated to the
pressure of about 10‑6 Torr.
[0075] For the filling of the inner vessel with the cryogen, the liquid feedthrough 16made from stainless steel bellows is
foreseen. The liquid feedthrough is sealed by the gasket 14 and is closed by the PTFE 15 and pressure 13 plugs.
[0076] In Fig. 8 the reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint is shown. The system contains a cryostat 1
(with an object of cooling) integrated with (welded to) a cryogen vessel 2. The cryogen is cooled by a detachable and
removable cryocooler 4.A contact connection under pressure between the cryocooler cold tip and a wall of a vessel filled
with the cryogen is made in a connection chamber in which the air volume is minimized. The chamber is sealed by an
elastomer O-ring and the contact connection under pressure is achieved by applying a quick-release clamp 3.Due to the
application of a quick-release connection interface (i.e. quick-release flanges and the quick-release clamp), the cryo-
cooler-cryogen split/joint time (the chamber is unsealed) can be short (less than 10 seconds), what makes the cooling
system reusable.
[0077] In Fig. 9 an object of cooling, such as a planar HPGe detector 1, is surrounded by an electrical insulator 2, is
placed in a detector holder 3 and is collimated 4.Thewhole assembly is coupled through a copper adapter 5with a copper
cold finger 6. The cold finger is attached to an inner vessel 11 filled with a cryogen 14 using vented screws. The cryogen
could be in the liquid or gaseous state at normal temperature and pressure. The inner vessel is made from stainless steel,
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aluminium or oxygen-free copper and is wrapped with a multilayer insulation 12. Space 9 is evacuated through a seal-off
valve 29 to the pressure of about 10‑6 Torr. An outer vessel 13 is made from stainless steel and is integrated with the
detector cryostat. The inner vessel is supported coaxially with reference to the outer vessel by a holder 8 via a thermal
bridge7,whatprevents theneck17 fromdeformation.Theneck ismade fromstainlesssteel or fiberglass.Thecryostat has
electrical feedthroughs 10, is closed by an aluminium endcap 31, and is sealed by an elastomer or metal O-ring 30.
[0078] For the filling of the inner vessel with the cryogen, a liquid feedthrough 28made from stainless steel is foreseen.
The feedthrough is sealedbyagasket26and is closedwithPTFE27andpressure25plugs.Amolecular sieve16 is placed
between the wall of the inner vessel and the multilayer insulation.
[0079] For cryogen cooling, a cryocooler cold tip 15 is attached to thewall of inner vessel 11 in a sealed by an elastomer
O-ring19 connection chamber. The attachment ismade through quick-release flanges18, 21using a quick-release clamp
20, applying contact pressure to the cryocooler cold tip (to achieve good thermal transfer), and compressing the O-ring.
The space 22 between a cryocooler cold finger 24 and the neck, filled with ambient air, is minimized.
[0080] Fig. 10 shows the connection chamber of the cooling systemshown inFig. 9, but the cryogen 1 is frozen, and the
cryocooler 13 is in the process of splitting from the cryogen vessel 4.
[0081] The connection chamber is unsealed by removing the quick-release clamp, liberating the flanges 9, 11, and
decompressing the O-ring 10. The cryocooler cold tip 6 is detached from the wall of the inner vessel 2.Ambient air 12 fills
the space between the cryocooler cold finger 7 and the inner vessel neck 8.
[0082] For the fillingof the inner vesselwith the cryogen, the liquid feedthrough15made fromstainless steel is foreseen.
It is closedby thePTFEplug16and is sealedby thegasket15using thepressureplug14.Spacebetween the inner and the
outer vessels of theDewar is evacuated to thepressureof about 10‑6 Torr. To support a high vacuum, themolecular sieve5
is placed between the wall of the inner vessel and the multilayer insulation 3.
[0083] Fig. 11 shows the connection chamber of the cooling system shown in Fig. 9, but the cryogen 1 is frozen and the
cryocooler is detached.
[0084] The cryogen-cryocooler connection chamber is closed by a PTFE or Styrofoam plug 12, which effectively
removes air 11 from the connection chamber. The connection chamber is hermetically sealed by an elastomer O-ring 9,
usingaquick-releaseclamp7andacorkwithaflange8compatiblewith thecryogenvessel flange6.Bothmeasures, along
with a prompt cryocooler attachment and detachment, reduce the amount of ice formed at the cold surfaces in the
connection chamber and prevent adhesion of the cryocooler cold tip to thewall of the vessel filledwith the cryogen; what is
essential for a reusable operation of the cooling system.
[0085] For the fillingof the inner vesselwith the cryogen, the liquid feedthrough15made fromstainless steel is foreseen.
It is closedby thePTFEplug16and is sealedwith thegasket14using thepressure plug13.Thespace5between the inner
2 and the outer 4 vessels of the Dewar is evacuated to the pressure of about 10‑6 Torr. To support a high vacuum, the
molecular sieve 17 is placed between the wall of the inner vessel and the multilayer insulation 3.
[0086] InFig.12acryogenDewarhasadual neck.Thewall of aneck6 facingvacuum5 is ultrathin (about 0.1mm)and is
made from a metal alloy such as stainless steel, and the wall of a neck 8 facing the air from both sides is relatively thick
(about 1 mm), to provide good mechanical strength, and is made from fiberglass (or plastic). The dual-neck provides
improved vacuum outgassing characteristics compared to a single fiberglass neck, or improved thermal conductivity
values compared to a single thicker stainless steel neck. The fiberglass neck is mounted using epoxy 9, 10. The air 7
between thenecks is trappedanddoesn’t penetrate inacryocooler-cryogenconnectionchamber.Ametal foam1 is placed
inside an inner vessel 2. The foam serves for the creation of centers of crystallization, and, distributes thermal gradients
more uniformly across the cryogen volume. The cryogen is filled in the inner vessel through a feedthrough 15, which is
hermetically closed by a pressure plug 13, and is sealed with an elastomer or copper gasket 14.
[0087] In Fig. 13 a cryogen Dewar has a dual neck. The wall of a neck 9 facing vacuum 5 is ultrathin and is made from a
metal alloyhaving low thermal conductivity suchas stainlesssteel, and thewall of aneck10 facing theair fromboth sides is
relatively thick and is made from fiberglass or plastic.
[0088] The fiberglass neck is mounted using threads 6, 12, preferably after a vacuum bake-out of a cryostat-cryogen
vessel assembly. Two elastomer O-ring seals 7, 11 are foreseen; the seals block air 8 in between the two necks, so the air
can’t penetrate to the sealed connection chamber.
[0089] Ametal foam 1 is brazed to the walls of an inner vessel 2. After the cryogen filling a liquid/gas feedthrough 17 is
hermetically closedbyaplug15and issealedwithagasket16.Suchconfigurationof the feedthroughallowscryogenfilling
after a vacuum bake-out of the cryostat-cryogen assembly.
[0090] InFig. 14 an inner vessel 4, filledwith a cryogen being in a liquid state at room temperature and normal pressure,
has an open end; and a cryocooler cold finger 15 is brought in direct contact with the cryogen. Most of the volume of the
cryogen is in a solid crystalline state 1, however, a part of the cryogen volume 2 ismelted around the cryocooler cold finger
and its tip 3. The Figure illustrates the last phase of the following cycle:

a) The cryogen was in the liquid aggregate state (for example, at room temperature);
b) For the cryogen cooling the cryocooler was plugged into the connection chamber and was fixed using a quick-
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release clamp 11, so the cryocooler cold finger is immersed into the cryogen;
c) The cryocooler was switched on;
d) The cryogen was cooled to the solid state 1;
e) The cryocooler was switched off;
f) After some time, definedbyaheat flow from the cryocooler body to its tip, a part of the cryogen2 ismeltedaround the
cryocooler cold finger and cold tip; so at this point, the cryocooler cold finger/tip can bedetached from the cryogenand
the cryocooler itself can be unplugged and removed from the cryogen vessel.

[0091] InFig. 15a vessel1 to be filledwith a cryogenhasanopenend, andacryogenDewar hasadual neck. Thewall of
a neck 8 facing vacuum 5 is ultrathin and is made from ametal alloy such as stainless steel, and thewall of a neck 9 facing
air 4 from both sides is made from fiberglass or plastic and is relatively thick. The fiberglass neck can be mounted using
epoxy 10, 11 as shown in the Figure, or using threads at both ends as shown in Fig. 16.
[0092] The dual-neck concept allows mounting of the fiberglass neck after a vacuum bake-out of a cryostat-cryogen
vessel assembly, what provides the possibility to increase heat treatment temperature.
[0093] InFig. 17 a cryocooler cold tip 3 is brought intomechanical contact with awall 2 of the vessel filledwith a cryogen
1. A chemical compound 5 having a melting point preferably lower than the melting point of the cryogen is filled in a
cryocooler-cryogen connection chamber, so a cryocooler cold finger 4 and its cold tip are immersed into it. The liquid
chemical compound removes a part of the air from a cryocooler-cryogen connection chamber and prevents access of
watermolecules of the remaining air to the place of contact between thewall of the cryogen vessel and the cryocooler cold
tip; thus, preventing the formation of ice and adhesion of the cryocooler cold tip to the wall of the vessel containing cooled
cryogen.When themelting point of the liquid in the connection chamber is lower than themelting point of the cryogen, the
detachment of the cryocooler can be done immediately after the cryogen cooling.
[0094] In Fig. 18 a cryocooler cold finger 4 and a cold tip 3 are brought into mechanical contact with a liquid chemical
compound5havingameltingpoint preferably lower than themeltingpoint of a cryogen1.The liquid compoundservesasa
heat (cold) transfer medium between the cryocooler cold tip and a wall of vessel 2 filled with the cryogen, eliminating the
requirement for the cryocooler cold tip and the wall of a vessel filled with the cryogen to be in mechanical contact under
pressure.
[0095] Theusageof a liquid chemical compoundasa thermal interfacematerial decreases axialmechanical loadon the
cryocooler cold finger.When themelting point of the chemical compound is lower than themelting point of the cryogen, the
detachment of the cryocooler can be done immediately after the cryogen cooling.
[0096] InFig. 19astandalonecryogenvessel1 is jointwithadetachable cryocooler3.The joint ismade inahermetically
sealed connection chamber, applying a quick-release clamp 2. An inner vessel filled with a cryogen may have either a
closed or an open end. The cryogen vessel is equipped with an ion pump 4 to support vacuum thermal insulation.
[0097] After the cryogen cooling, the cryocooler can be split from the cryogen vessel and the cryogen vessel can be
joined with a compatible cryostat afterwards.
[0098] InFig. 20a standalone cryogen vessel3 is joinedwith a detachable cryostat1.The joint ismade in a hermetically
sealed connection chamber, applying a quick-release clamp 2. An inner vessel filled with a cryogen may have either a
closed or an open end. The cryogen vessel is equipped with an ion pump 4 to support vacuum thermal insulation.
[0099] After thecryogenmelting, thecryogenvessel canbesplit from thedetachable cryostat andcanbe replacedwitha
similar vessel containing a pre-cooled cryogen.
[0100] InFig.21adesignof adetachablestandalonecryogenvesselwithasingleneck is shown.Anouter vessel1hasa
flange 10 for the connection to a cryocooler or a cryostat. The flange can be hermetically sealed by an elastomerO-ring 11
by applying a quick-release clamp. The outer vessel is made from stainless steel or other metal alloy and contains a
vacuum valve 8, hermetically sealed by a pair of elastomer O-rings 9. An inner vessel 5 is made from stainless steel,
aluminiumor copper alloy, and is attached to theouter vessel througha thermal bridge12, representing a stainless steel or
a fiberglassneck.The innervessel is filledwithacryogen6 througha liquid/gas feedthrough16.The feedthrough is closed
withPTFE15andpressure13plugsand issealedbyanelastomerO-ring14.Twocartridgeswithamolecular sieve4,7are
attached to thewall of the inner vessel. The space2between the inner and theouter vessel is evacuated to a high vacuum.
The inner vessel is wrapped with a multilayer insulation 3.
[0101] The standalone cryogen vessel may also have two similar necks located at opposite ends, so a cryostat and a
cryocooler can be connected to the cryogen vessel simultaneously.
[0102] In Fig. 22 a design of a detachable standalone cryostat 16 is shown. The cryostat has a similar connection
interface to a cryocooler, including an outer diameter of the endof a cold finger housing8anddimensions of a flange14,as
to be coupled with a standalone cryogen vessel.
[0103] The cryostat contains an object of cooling, such as a planar HPGe detector 1, placed in an electrical insulator 4,
andsurroundedbyacopperholder2anda tungstencollimator3.Thedetector holder is attached throughacopperadapter
6 to a copper cold finger 7. The cold finger is attached to the cryostat through a long and thin thermal bridge 8made from a
metal alloy of low thermal conductivity, such as stainless steel. A cartridge with a molecular sieve (such as Zeolite, which
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effectively absorbs water molecules) 9 is attached to the cold finger. The cryostat also contains hydrogen getters 13,
placed behind an infrared screen 12, and an electrical feedthrough 10 for the activation of the getters. The cryostat is
closedwith anendcapmade fromaluminium18, is sealedwith ametalO-ring17,and is evacuated througha valve15.The
cryostat is designed to achieve an ultra-high vacuum 5 supported for a long time.
[0104] In Fig. 23 the cold finger 1 of the vacuum-insulated cryostat 2 shown in Fig. 22, is coupled with a cryocooler cold
tip 7 bymeans of a tubularmetal adapter 5 and two quick-release clamps 9, 11, forming a sealed by two elastomerO-rings
8, 10 connection chamber. Most of the air 4 from the chamber is removed by the application of a PTFE tube 6.
[0105] InFig. 24 a design of a spectrometer having the first variant of the hybrid cooling systemof a cold split and joint is
shown.Thespectrometer containsacryostat1withanHPGedetector.Thecryostat is integratedwithacryogenvesseland
with a cryocooler as per Figs. 2, 3 and 4.A cryocooler cold tip is connected to the cryogen in a vacuumenvironment using
bellows.Anelectronics section of the spectrometer2 contains a preamplifier, an amplifier, amultichannel analyzer, a high-
voltage power supply, a temperature logger, and batteries; alongwith Ethernet 3 andUSB 5 data transfer interfaces to the
PC, and a socket for the charging the batteries 4.
[0106] The cryocooler, attached to an inner frame 8 of the spectrometer body, can be moved back and forth with
reference to an outer frame 7 bymeans of a screw 6, rotatedmechanically or electromechanically. For heat removal from
the cryocooler compressor and its head, an air fan 9 is foreseen.
[0107] The spectrometer has a plastic housing 10 and a metal handle 11 and is equipped with a microprocessor with a
display 12.
[0108] InFig.25adesignofaspectrometerhaving thesecondvariant of thehybrid coolingsystemofacoldsplit and joint
is shown. The spectrometer contains a cryostat 1with anHPGedetector. The cryostat is integratedwith a cryogen vessel.
An electronics section of the spectrometer 2 contains a preamplifier, an amplifier, a multichannel analyzer, a high-voltage
power supply, a temperature logger, and batteries; alongwithEthernet 3 andUSB 5 data transfer interfaces to thePC, and
a socket for the charging the batteries 4.
[0109] The cryogen vessel has an interface for the connection to a removable cryocooler as shown in Fig. 9. The
chamber is closedwith aStyrofoamplug and is sealed by an elastomerO-ring using a cork 6 and applying a quick-release
clamp 7. The spectrometer has a plastic housing 8 and ametal handle 9. The handle is removable; it provides access to a
connector for the powering of an ion pump. The spectrometer is equipped with a microprocessor with a display 10.

Claims

1. A reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint which provides the possibility to perform repeated cooling
cycles including connections and disconnections between a cryocooler cold tip and a melting cryogen without the
necessity to wait for the cryogen warm-up above the temperature of 0 °C (melting point of ice).

2. The reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint of claim 1, containing a vacuum-insulated connection
chamber for the connection between a melting cryogen vessel and a cryocooler, wherein

a) walls of the connection chamber are made from metal bellows, so a cryocooler cold tip can be attached or
detached from the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen by compressing or decompressing the bellows and
without breaking the vacuum;
b) thermal transfer for the cryogen cooling is achieved by applying contact pressure between the cryocooler cold
tip and the wall of the encapsulated vessel filled with the cryogen.

3. The reusable hybrid cooling systemof a cold split and joint of claim2,wherein a vessel filledwith a cryogen has a neck
with a linear-motion bearing at one end, coupled to a cryocooler cold finger, so the cold finger can be moved through
the bearing, and a cryocooler cold tip can bedetachedor attached to thewall of the vessel filledwith the cryogen using
metal bellows (Figs. 5, 6 and 7).

4. The reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint of claim 1, wherein

a) for the cooling of a cryogen to a solid state, a cryocooler cold tip is attached to a wall of an encapsulated vessel
filled with the cryogen in a hermetically sealed air connection chamber, by applying contact pressure using a
quick-release clamp;
b) the cryocooler attachment can be made promptly, using quick-release flanges and a quick-release clamp;
c) the volume of air and therefore number of water molecules in the connection chamber is minimized to prevent
the formation of ice and adhesion of the cryocooler cold tip to the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen;
d) when the cryogen is cooled to the solid state, the cryocooler cold tip can be promptly detached from the wall of
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the vessel filledwith the cryogenwithout the necessity of warming the cryogen up and the cryocooler itself can be
promptly removed from the cryogen vessel;
e) after thecryocooler removal, aStyrofoam/PTFEplugcanbepromptly inserted in thechamber to replace theair,
and the chamber is hermetically sealed using said quick-release clamp and a cork with a compatible flange;
f) after the cryogen melting, the cryocooler can be connected again for cryogen cooling, so the cooling cycle,
described above, can be repeated.

5. The hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint of claim 1, containing in a vessel filled with a cryogen a heat
exchanger in the form of a metal foam, which serves for the formation of centers of crystallization in the cryogen, and
provides more uniform distribution of thermal gradients across the cryogen volume (Fig. 12).

6. The hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint of claim 1, comprising a cryogen vessel having an open end and a
detachable cryocooler connected to this open end through compatible flanges using a quick-release clamp, so the
cryocooler cold tip can be immersed directly into the cryogen, which is liquid at room temperature and normal
pressure, and after the cryogen cooling to the solid state, the cryocooler cold tip can be detached from the cryogen,
without necessity in warming the whole cryogen up, however, some time, defined by the heat load to the cryocooler
cold tip from the turned off cryocooler, and required for a part of the cryogen to melt around the cryocooler cold tip,
should pass (Fig. 14).

7. A dual-wall neck of the connection chambers of claims 4 and 6, wherein the wall of the neck facing the vacuum from
one side is ultra-thin (thickness of about 0.1mm)and ismade fromametal alloy suchas stainless steel, and thewall of
the neck facing the air from both sides is rather thick (thickness of about 1mm) and ismade from plastic or fiberglass.

8. The dual-wall neck of claim 7 applied to the connection chamber of claim 4, wherein the fiberglass neck is mounted
using threads at both ends, preferably after vacuum bake-out of a cryostat-cryogen vessel assembly, and the air in-
between the metal and fiberglass walls is locked by two elastomer O-rings, to block the penetration of said air in a
cryocooler-cryogen connection chamber (Fig. 13).

9. A sealed connection chamber of claim 4, wherein for the cooling of an encapsulated cryogen, a cryocooler cold tip is
brought into direct mechanical contact under pressure with awall of a vessel filled with a cryogen, and the chamber is
at least partially filled with a liquid having a melting point preferably below a melting point of a cryogen (Fig. 17).

10. A sealed connection chamber of claim 4, wherein for the cooling of a cryogen, a cryocooler cold tip is brought into
thermal contact with awall of a vessel filledwith a cryogen through a liquid chemical compound having amelting point
preferably below a melting point of a cryogen (Fig. 18).

11. A standalone cryogen vessel having a sealed connection chamber as per claims 4 or 6, so, at first, a cryocooler is
connected to a cryogen vessel and, after a cryogen cooling, the cryocooler is replaced by a standalone cryostat,
containing an object of cooling (Figs. 19, 20 and 21).

12. Astandalonecryostat havinga compatible connection interface (compatible dimensionsof a coldfinger housinganda
flange) for the connection to a standalone cryogen vessel of claim 11 instead of a cryocooler.

13. A standalone vacuum insulated cryostat of claim 12, designed to be exposed to a high-temperature treatment
(vacuumbake-out over 350 °C) to achieve low outgassing rates and keep high-vacuum insulation for a long time, and
therefore containing an HPGe detector with ion-implanted electrodes, a cartridge with Zeolite (to absorb water
molecules), getters (for hydrogenabsorption), electrical feedthrough for activationof thegetters, anendcap sealedby
a metal, preferably gold-plated O-ring (Fig. 22).

14. A tubular hermetically sealed connection chamber having compatible flanges for the connection between a cold tip of
a standalone cryostat of claims 12 and 13 and a cold tip of a cryocooler, using two elastomer O-rings and two quick-
release clamps, whereinmost of the air from the chamber is removed by the application of aPTFE tube inserted in the
chamber (Fig. 23) .

15. The reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint of claim 1, applied to the cooling of a semiconductor
radiation detector, providing at least one of the following advantages:

a) no deterioration of detector energy resolution associated with mechanical vibrations produced by an electro-
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mechanical cryocooler occurs as the cryocooler is switched off for spectrometric measurements after cryogen
cooling;
b) after cryogen cooling a cryocooler cold tip is detached from the vessel filledwith the cryogen, and the heat load
to the cryogen is, therefore decreased, so the autonomous operation time of a detector (proper operating
temperature) is, therefore extended;
c) after cryogen cooling the cryocooler itself is removed from the main measuring device containing an object of
cooling and a cryogen and the weight of the main measuring device used by an operator is, therefore reduced.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2) EPC.

1. The first type of a reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint, wherein

a) for the cooling of a cryogen to a solid crystalline state, a cryocooler cold tip is attached to a wall of an
encapsulated vessel filled with the cryogen in a hermetically sealed air connection chamber, by applying contact
pressure using a quick-release clamp;
b) the cryocooler attachment is made using quick-release flanges and a quick-release clamp;
c) the volume of air and therefore, the number of water molecules in the connection chamber is minimized to
prevent the formation of ice and adhesion of the cryocooler cold tip to thewall of the vessel filledwith the cryogen;
d)when the cryogen is cooled to the solid aggregate statewith ameltingpoint below0 °C, the cryocooler cold tip is
promptly detached from the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen without warming the cryogen up and the
cryocooler itself is promptly removed from the cryogen vessel;
e) after the cryocooler removal, a Styrofoamor aPTFEplug is promptly inserted in the chamber to replace the air,
and the chamber is hermetically sealed using said quick-release clamp and a cork with a compatible flange;
f) after thecryogenmelts, thecryocooler is promptly connectedagain for cryogencooling, so that thecoolingcycle
with mechanical joint and split between the cryocooler cold tip and the wall of the vessel filled with the melting
cryogen, performed at a temperature below 0 °C, exposing the chamber to the ambient air, and avoiding the
generation of reduced air pressure in the connection chamber by any additional means apart from the
temperatures of the cryocooler cold tip and the cryogen, is repeated.

2. The second type of a reusable hybrid cooling system of a cold split and joint, containing a vacuum-insulated
connection chamber for the connection between a melting cryogen vessel and a cryocooler, wherein

a) walls of the connection chamber are made from metal bellows, so a cryocooler cold tip can be attached or
detached from the wall of the vessel filled with the cryogen by compressing or decompressing the bellows and
without breaking the vacuum;
b) thermal transfer for the cryogen cooling is achieved by applying contact pressure between the cryocooler cold
tip and the wall of the encapsulated vessel filled with the cryogen.

3. The third typeof a reusable hybrid cooling systemof a cold split and joint, comprising a cryogen vessel having anopen
endandadetachable cryocooler connected to this openend throughcompatible flangesusing aquick-releaseclamp,
so the cryocooler cold tip is immersed directly into the cryogen, which is liquid at room temperature and normal
pressure, and after the cryogen cooling to the solid state, the cryocooler cold tip is detached from the cryogen, without
warming the whole cryogen up, however, certain time, defined by the heat load to the cryocooler cold tip from the
turned off cryocooler, and required for a part of the cryogen to melt around the cryocooler cold tip, should pass.

4. The reusablehybrid coolingsystemofacold split and joint of claims1,2or3,containing inavessel filledwithacryogen
aheat exchanger in the formof ametal foam,which serves for the formationof centers of crystallization in the cryogen,
and provides more uniform distribution of thermal gradients across the cryogen volume.

5. Adual-wall neck of the connection chamber of the reusable hybrid cooling system of claims 1 or 3, wherein the wall of
the neck facing the vacuum fromoneside is rather thinwith a thicknessof about 0.1mm, contains bellowsand ismade
from a metal alloy such as stainless steel, and the wall of the neck facing the air from both sides is rather thick with a
thickness of about 1 mm and is made from plastic or fiberglass.

6. The dual-wall neck of claim 5, wherein the fiberglass neck is mounted using threads at both ends, preferably after
vacuum bake-out of a cryostat-cryogen vessel assembly, and the air in-between the metal and fiberglass walls is
preferably locked by two elastomer O-rings to block the penetration of said air in a cryocooler-cryogen connection
chamber.
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7. A sealed air connection chamber for the reusable hybrid cooling system, wherein for the cooling of an encapsulated
cryogen, a cryocooler cold tip is brought into directmechanical contact under pressurewith awall of a vessel filledwith
a cryogen, and the chamber itself is at least partially filled with a cryogen.

8. A sealed air connection chamber for the reusable hybrid cooling system, wherein for the cooling of an encapsulated
cryogen, a cryocooler cold tip is brought into directmechanical contact with awall of a vessel filledwith a cryogen, and
the chamber is at least partially filledwith a liquid chemical compoundhaving amelting point belowamelting point of a
cryogen.

9. A sealed air connection chamber for the reusable hybrid cooling system, wherein for the cooling of an encapsulated
cryogen, a cryocooler cold tip is brought into thermal contact with a wall of a vessel filled with a cryogen, through the
cryogen itself separately filled in the connection chamber.

10. A sealed air connection chamber for the reusable hybrid cooling system, wherein for the cooling of an encapsulated
cryogen, a cryocooler cold tip is brought into thermal contactwith awall of a vessel filledwith a cryogen througha liquid
chemical compound filled in the connection chamber and having a melting point below a melting point of a cryogen.

11. A standalone cryogen vessel having a sealed connection chamber as per claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 9 or 10, so, at first, a
cryocooler is connected to a cryogen vessel and, after a cryogen cooling, the cryocooler is replacedwith a standalone
cryostat, containing an object of cooling.

12. A standalone cryostat having a compatible connection interface i.e. compatible dimensions of a coldfinger housing
and a flange for the connection to a standalone cryogen vessel of claim 11 instead of a cryocooler.

13. A standalone vacuum insulated cryostat of claim 12, designed to be exposed to a high-temperature treatment i.e.
vacuum bake-out over 350 °C to achieve low outgassing rates and keep high-vacuum insulation for a long time, and
therefore containing an HPGe detector with ion-implanted electrodes, a cartridge with Zeolite to absorb water
molecules, getters for hydrogen absorption, electrical feedthrough for activation of the getters, an endcap sealed by a
metal, preferably gold-plated O-ring.

14. A tubular hermetically sealed connection chamber having compatible flanges for the connection between a cold tip of
a standalone cryostat of claims 12 and 13 and a cold tip of a cryocooler, using two elastomer O-rings and two quick-
release clamps, wherein most of the air from the chamber is removed by the application of a PTFE or Styrofoam tube
inserted in the chamber.

15. The reusable hybrid cooling systemof a cold split and joint of claims 1, 2 or 3 applied to the cooling of a semiconductor
radiation detector, which provides the following advantage: no deterioration of detector energy resolution associated
with mechanical vibrations produced by an electromechanical cryocooler occurs as the cryocooler is switched off for
spectrometric measurements after cryogen cooling.
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