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This invention relates to folding tables, 
and it has reference more particularly to 
card tables wherein the legs are foldable 
against the underside of the table top. 

5. In folding card tables, as heretofore con 
structed diagonal knuckle joint braces were 
ordinarily employed to hold the legs ex 
tended. Such knuckle braces were prone to 
yield upon accidental contact with them and 

0 were therefore not reliable as a means to se 
cure the legs and to prevent collapse of the 
tables. 
My invention is in the main directed to 

Ward overcoming the drawback just men 
15tioned through pivotal provisions, in connec 

tion with tables of the indicated sort, where 
by, as the legs are swung to extended posi 
tion, they are securely locked against acci 
dental collapse while supporting the table 

20 top in firm stability. 
My invention is further concerned with 

means operative in conjunction with the pro 
visions aforesaid to hold the legs from dis 
placement when collapsed upon the under 

25 side of the table top. 
Still other objects and attendant advan 

tages of this invention will be manifest from 
the following detailed description of the at 
tached drawing, wherein Fig. I is a plan 

30 view of the underside of a folding table con 
veniently embodying my invention, with the 
table legs collapsed. 

Fig. II is a fragmentary view of a corner 
portion of the underside of the table showing 

35 on a larger scale and in greater detail the 
novel means by which the legs are connected 
to the table top. 

Fig. III is a fragmentary section taken as 
indicated by the arrows III-III in Fig. II. 

Fig. IV is a view corresponding to Fig. 
III but with the table leg extended; and, 

Fig. W is a fragmentary detail sectional 
view, taken as indicated by the arrows W-W 
in Fig. I, and showing the means provided 

45 for yieldingly holding the legs against dis 
placement when collapsed against the table 
tOO. 

with more specific reference to these illus 
trations, the numeral 10 comprehensively 

50 designates the top of the table, which, in 

40 

the present instance is square and which may 
be of any desired construction. To the 
underside of the table top 10 are secured 
angularly flanged, cast corner pieces 11 with 
integrally formed depending studs 12. Piv 
otally connected to a bearing boss 13 on one 
of the flanges 14 of each corner piece 11 as 
well as to a bearing lug 15 spaced from the 
Said flange, is a yoke member 16. Centrally 
of its cross bar 17, the yoke member 16 has 
a boss 18 wherein the tubular leg indicated 
at:19 is afforded limited sliding guidance 
for capacity to engage over the stud 2, when 
extended as in Fig. IV. A compression 
Spring 20 interposed between the boss 18 of 
the guide member 16 and a head 21 around 
the upper end of the leg 19, serves to main 
tain the latter yieldingly interlocked with 
the stud 12, as in Fig. IV, when the table is 
in use. 
From Fig. 

springs 20 also serve, when the legs 19 are 
folded down, to maintain the upper ends of 
the latter in contact with the sides of the studs 
12 and thus tend to hold the legs 19 horizon 
tal. To assist the springs 20 in the function 
just described and to insure the legs 19 
against the possibility of displacement when 
folded, spring clips 22 are secured to the 
corner pieces 11 adjacent the bearings lugs 
15 to yieldingly engage the legs at their free 
ends after the manner best illustrated in 
Fig. W. 
In setting up the table, the legs 19 are 

pulled out of the holding clips 22 and swung 
at right angles to the table top 10 about their 
pivotal connections with the corner pieces 
11, incident to which they are automatically 
urged longitudinally upward by means of 
the springs 20 so that their upper ends en 
gage over and interlock with the studs 12 as 
in Fig. IV. When so interlocked with the 
studs 12, it is evident that the legs 19 are 
effectively secured against the possibility of 
accidental collapse, and the top 10 supported 
in firm stability as long as the table is used. 
To fold the table, the legs 19 are first pulled 
in opposition to the springs 20 until they 
clear the studs 12 of the corner pieces 11, 
and thereupon swung down about their piv 
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otal connections against the top 10 to re-en 
gage the holding clips 22. 

If desired or found more convenient in 
practice, the legs 19, instead of being made 

5 tubular as herein illustrated, may be of solid 
construction with axial sockets at their upper 
ends to cooperate with the studs 12. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim: - - - - - 

1. In a folding table, the combination with 
the top of an angularly-flanged corner piece 
embodying a depending stud, means integral 
with said corner piece affording pivotal sup 
port for a yoke member having a tubular 
boss, and a leg having sliding guidance in 
said boss with capacity to engage over or 
be restrained in contact with the side of the 
stud aforesaid. - - . . . . . . 

2. In a folding table, the combination with 
29, the top of an angularly-flanged corner piece 

embodying a depending stud, means integral 
with said corner piece affording pivotal Sup 
port for a yoke member having a tubular 
boss, and a leg having limited sliding guid 
ance in the boss for engagement over the 
depending stud to lock said leg in vertical 
position or to be sustained horizontally by 
contact with the side of said stud. 

3. In a folding table, the combination 
9 with the top of an angularly-flanged corner 
piece embodying a depending stud, a bear 
ing boss in one of the angular flanges and a 
spaced bearing lug integral with said corner 
piece to jointly afford pivotal support for 
an associated yoke member embodying a 
tubular boss, and a leg having limited slid 
ing guidance in the tubular boss with means 

O 

engageable over the depending stud to lock 
said leg in vertical position or to be sustained 
horizontal by contact with the side of such 
stud. 

4. In a folding table, the combination with 
the top of angularly-flanged corner pieces 
each embodying a depending stud, a bearing 
boss in one of the angular flanges and a 
spaced bearing lug integral with each said 
corner piece to jointly afford pivotal sup 
port for yoke members embodying tubular 
bosses, and tubular legs with flanged heads 
afforded limited guidance in the respectively 
associated tubular bosses for capacity to en 
gage over the studs to lock said legs in ver 
tical position or to be sustained horizontal 
by contact with the sides thereof. 

5. In a folding table, the combination with 
the top of angularly-flanged corner pieces 
each embodying a depending stud, a bearing 
boss in one of the angular flanges and a 
spaced bearing lug integral with each said 
corner piece to jointly afford pivotal support 

SS 
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for yoke members embodying tubular bosses, 
legs with flange heads having sliding guid 
ance in the tubular bosses, and a spring under 
compression intermediate each boss and leg 
head flange whereby the legs may be respec 
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tively locked in vertical position over the 
depending studs or maintained horizontally 
in folded position against the underside of 
the table top. 

6. In a folding table, the combination with 
the top of angularly-flanged corner pieces 
each embodying a depending stud, a bearing 
boss in one of the angular flanges and a 
spaced bearing lug integral with each said 
corner piece to jointly afford pivotal support 
for yoke members embodying tubular bosses, 
legs with flange heads having sliding guid 
ance in the tubular bosses, a spring under 
compression intermediate each boss and leg 
head flange whereby the legs may be indi 
vidually locked invertical position over the 
depending studs or maintained horizontally 
in folded position against the underside of 
the table top, and a spring clip on each corner 
piece to yieldingly engage the respective 
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legs at their free ends when moved into hori 
Zontal position. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
signed my name at Philadelphia, Pennsyl 
vania, this 21st day of February, 1931. 

. . . JAMES W. CRICHTON. 
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