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To all thon, if nay concern: 
Be it, known that I. HiRNRY HoFFMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Brooklyn, county of Sings, State of New 
York, have invented certain new and use 
ful improvements in Curtain Hangers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to curtain hangers 

of the type employing a carriage operating 
within a guide or channel track. 
An important object of the invention is 

to so improve the carriage and also the co 
operating track as to eliminate excessive 
friction and noise, as far as is practicable, 
thus rendering the carriage freely novable 
under all conditions. 
A further object of the invention is to 

so constrict, a "range and proportion the 
several cooperating elements entering into 
the combination as to make possible the 
elimination of objectionable binding or 
jamming of the carriage heretofore experi 
enced in connection with curtain hangers 
of the general class to which my invention 
belongs. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a device of the character mentioned 
which is strong, durable, simple in construc 
tion, inexpensive to manufacture, and at 
tractive in appearance. 

Other objects and certain advantages of 
the invention will become apparent from the 
following description when taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a fragmental elevation part 
ly is section of a ti’ack having associated 
there with a plurality of cooperating car 
riages from which the curtain is adapted to 
be suspended. 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view 
taken on line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a car 
riage. 

Figure 4 is a central longitudinal Sectional 
view through the carriage. 

in the drawings wherein for the purpose 
of illustration is shown what at present 
consider the preferred form of my inveil 
tion, the numeral 5 indicates a fixed sup 
port such as a door frame, to which is suit 
ably connected a channel track or guide 
member 6, as by means of Screws or the 
like indicated by the numeral 7. This track 
or guide section is preferably constructed 
from eighteen gauge metal although it will 

be understood that material of gauges other 
than that specified may be used and that I 
alm in no way limited to the kind of material 
from which the track is constructed. In 
forming the track the metal entering into 
the same is bent to provide side portions 8 
which, intermediate their longitudinal 
edges, are slightly bilged as shown at 9 for 
the purpose of ornamentation and in order 
to provide a sufficient clearance intermediate 
the inner walls of the track and the opposite 
ends of the several carriages, one of which 
is clearly shown in Figure 3 and indicated 
as a whole by the numeral 10. While I have 
shown the bilged area of the side portions 
8 as being arcuate shaped in cross section, 
it will be understood that other configura 
tions may be employed to advantage with 
out, departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. - 
The side members 8, at their lower ends, 

are bent into a horizontal plane thus pro 
viding ledges 11, the inner ends of which 
are so constructed as to provide vertically 
disposed parallel guide flanges 12, which 
are, as clearly shown in Figure 2, relatively 
short as compared with the width or depth 
of the track as a whole. It will be noted 
that the ledges 11 and the guide flanges 12 
are spaced an appreciable distance from 
each other thus providing an elongated slot 
13 to accommodate and within which cer 
tain element of the carriages are adapted to 
operate. 
The carriages comprise transversely dis 

posed spindles 14, which are bent intermedi 
ate their ends to provide yokes 15, adapted 
to receive the hooked ends 16 of depending 
links 17 which, as shown most clearly in 
Figure 1, are so shaped as to simulate the 
nulneral 8. As a means for retaining the 
several links 17 upon their respective 
spindles I have provided bridge elements 18 
overlying the yokes 15. These bridge mem 
bers are, at opposite ends, provided with ears 
i9, which are so folded about the spindles 
14 as to effectively lock the same in position 
thereupon. The bridge members not only 
function as a means for retaining the links 
17 properly positioned upon their respective 
spindles, but also function as a means for 
maintaining the grooved rollers 20, mounted 
upon opposite ends of the spindle, in prop 
erly spaced relations. As a means for pre 
venting the rollers 20 from becoming acci 
dentally or otherwise displaced from their 
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respective spindles, I have provided at op 
posite ends thereof locking elements 21 
which may be in the form of heads either 
permanently or detachably secured to the spindles. 
In attaching the curtain, indicated by the 

numeral 22, to the several carriages, any 
form of attaching means such as hooks 23 
or the like may be employed. 
A highly important feature of my inven 

tion resides in the fact, that the weight of the 
several carriages and consequently the 
weight of the curtain 22 does not come 
wholly upon the upstanding guide flanges 
but is partially supported by the ledges 11 
since the flanges 12 are of such lengths as 
to engage the hub portion 23 of the several 
rollers whereas the outer flanges or discs 25 
thereof are of such dimensions as to rest 
upon the upper face of the ledges 11 inter 
mediate the flanges 12 and walls 8 of the 
track 6. It will be appreciated too that since 
the rollers 20 are so constructed that their 
flanges or disc like portions 25 are arranged 
upon opposite sides of the guide flanges 12, 
the carriages 10 will be maintained in such 
position as to insure them against lateral 
twisting or displacement thus eliminating 
any possibility of their becoming jammed 
and thereby impeding their operation. 
Furthermore it will be observed that since 
the space afforded between the base portion 
26 of the track and the several rollers 20 of 
the carriages 10 is equal only to the thick 
ness of the metal from which the track is 
constructed, which thickness is considerably 

40 

less than the width of the guide flanges 12, 
the carriages in their entirety are prevented 
from becoming so displaced as to leave the 
guide flanges 12 upon which the rollers 20 
are adapted to operate. Another advantage 
of my invention resides in the fact that 
while sufficient contact area between the roll 
ers. 20 and the guide flanges 12 is provided 
to insure reliable operation this surface is 
sufficiently small. since the inner flanges or 
disc like portions of the rollers 20 sustain 
no weight whatsoever, to relieve or eliminate 
as far as practicable such excessive friction 
as would tend to impede the operation of 
the device. 

1,490,822 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim: 

1. The combination with a track having 
ledges and upstanding guide flanges, of a 
carriage comprising grooved rollers having 
hub and disc portions, said hub portions be 
ing adapted to engage and operate upon said 
guide flanges whereas said disc portions are 
adapted to engage and operate upon said 
ledges. 

2. The combination with a track having ledges terminating in upstanding guide 
fianges, of a carriage comprising grooved 
'olle's adapted to receive said guide flanges, 
tile weight of said carriage being carried di 
rectly by said guide flanges and ledges re 
spectively. 

3. The combination with a track having 
edges of upstanding guide flanges, of a 
plulality of carriages adapted to suspend a 
curtain, each of Said carriages comprising a 
spindle, a pair of grooved roller's journaled 
upon said spindle upon opposite ends there 
of, Said roller's having portions thereof in 
engagement with said ledges and upstanding 
guide flanges respectively whereby the 
Weight of Said carriages and of the suspend 
ed curtain is distributed at different points 
upon said track. - 

4. The combination with a track having 
side portions and ledges, said ledges ter 
lilihating in upstanding flanges, of a car 
riage comprising a spindle, grooved roller's 
carried by Said spindle and having hub and 
disc portions, Said hub portions being adapt 
ed to engage and operate upon said guide 
finges whereas said disc portions are adapt 
ed to engage and operate upon said ledges, 
and locking elements carried at opposite 
ends of Said spindle for retaining said roll 
el's upon said spindle, said locking elements 
being less in width than said disc portions 
and adapted to cooperate with said side 
members and disc portions to retain said 
carriage against movement out of a perpen 
dicular relation to the travel of said car 
liage under operating conditions. 

in testimony whereof, I have affixed my 
signature to this specification. 

HENRY OFFMAN. 
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